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LESSON NOTES
Video Culture Class: Japanese

Holidays #9
School Graduationand Entrance
Ceremony
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ENGLISH

A graduation ceremony is a ceremony that celebrates and certifies the completion of an
educational curriculum. They are often held at the end of March. School entrance
ceremonies are held to celebrate and authorize enrolimentin a school. They are held at
the start of April. Both graduation and entrance ceremonies are school events held all the
way from elementary school to university and vocational school.

What is the song sung in graduation and entrance ceremonies throughout the country?

Graduation ceremonies have an official name in Japanese, which is literally "ceremony
for the award of graduation certificates." At these ceremonies, elementary, middle, and
high schools, as well as specialist schools, award a school certificate. At universities and
graduate school ceremonies, a diploma is also awarded, but in Japanese these
ceremonies are generally known officially as just "graduation ceremonies." At entrance
ceremonies, freshmen are called by name one by one, and often shout a reply. Both
graduation and entrance ceremonies are held in large spaces such as gymnasiums, and
are attended by the school principal and parents. A representative from the graduating
students or freshmen greets these attendees.
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4. Graduation ceremonies are a formal event. Attendees therefore wear suits or uniforms. It
has become a custom in particular for female college students to wear kimono and
hakama, and many are featured in newspapers and on television news. The focal point
of the ceremony is the awarding of the diploma and transcript from the principal. Some
schools call all the students to the stage, whereas others call just a representative of the
students. There are even some graduates who shed tears as they look back on their
school life.

5. Entrance ceremonies are held each year around the time that cherry blossoms bloom.
Freshmen dress in brand new uniforms and ceremonial dress, and participate in the
ceremony. From elementary to high school, generally the homeroom teacher calls the
name of each new student, who then receives a greeting and words of encouragement
from the principal. A representative of the new students then makes a pledge concerning
the start of their new school life. Many schools also take a commemorative photograph of
each class.

5. Hotaru no hikari is often sung at graduation ceremonies. The original is the Scottish folk
song Auld Lang Syne, and there are many who like to sing it, but don't know the origin.
Part of a Chinese poem is also included in the lyrics, a fact that is surprisingly not widely
known.

7. The correct answer is the Japanese national anthem Kimigayo. From elementary to high
school, the national curriculum specifies in the Curriculum Guidelines that this song
should be sung at the ceremony. The school song is also sung. However, while at
graduation ceremonies everybody sings the school song, at entrance ceremonies
existing students and teachers perform the song for the new students who are yet to

learn it.
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
M<LwDLEDK
FEIEEEME 5N £S5 gakushi shido yoryo curriculum guidelines
title of Japanese
B EEZVAN Kimigayo national anthem

s WA L kanshi Chinese poem




HEFIE FTLOLLKHTUL kydiku katei curriculum
ERYIES SO/ DU fubutsushi seasonal tradition
fLAR NnuS< reifuku ceremonial dress
7 Le>D&D sharyo completion
ZDF&5L&D0 graduation
REIE & sotsugyo shosho certificate, diploma
530 HEDDL mi o tsutsumu wear
=l AL &D danjo stage
A (Fmzx hakama hakama
SBURD (FENu gekirei encouragement
BN EISI0I0NANS, Hotaru no Hikari Auld Lang Syne
=2 VES! M VE gakuiki diploma
B59% CwdLdTD juyo suru to confer
K% HAEKD min'yo folk song

SAMPLE SENTENCES

FEAKEE. EORYIFEI,

Hanabitaikai wa natsu no fabutsushi da.

Firework displays are a summer tradition.

REitE FHOEHNSELTULZ,

Min'yé o kodomo no koro kara Kiite ita.

I've been listening to folk songs ever since | was

a child.




