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Video Culture Class: Japanese
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March 14th each year is White Day. This is an event which, if you were to search around
the world, would only be found in Japan. On this day, which is precisely one month after
Valentine's Day, men return the favor for the chocolates they received on February 14th.
This day was originally an occasion for giving gifts such as marshmallows and candy to
women, but this has gradually shifted towards items like sweets and accessories.

Whose idea was White Day?

We'll tell you the answer at the end of this video.

Whether the chocolate was given to them out of a sense of obligation or love, men who
receive chocolate on Valentine's Day return the favor by sending gifts including sweets.
Since ancient times, Japan has had a custom in which a person should give something
in return for any gift that they receive. This idea is probably unique to Japan, because its
people place greatimportance on honesty and politeness in interpersonal relationships.
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The ones who look forward to White Day the most are, naturally, the women who have
given chocolate on Valentine's Day. A person who has professed their love gets very
excited about their return gift, and even those who sent chocolate out of a sense of
obligation are curious, thinking "what | will get in return?" Magazines and TV shows often
announce that "the man should return the gift multiplied by three," recommending that
men give a return gift three times the value of the chocolate they received. Therefore,
women really look forward to White Day.

In the case of lovers, or husbands and wives, the lady also often receives some kind of
accessory that she may like in addition to sweets. As well as the ubiquitous Valentine's
Day, White Day is widely recognized as an eventin which someone can see the affection
of their partner.

While there are several theories as to the origin of White Day, it is said that it comes from
a long-established candy store in Fukuoka Prefecture that used to sell white
marshmallows on March 14th.

And now I'll give you the answer to the earlier quiz.

The correct answer is the confectionery industry. As Valentine's Day had became
popular, they came up with the idea of having another day for giving a gift in return for the
chocolate received on Valentine's Day. Seeing how chocolate sales increase rapidly as
February 14th approaches, they started advertising for people to return the favor on
White Day. This idea has slowly caught on, and is now an established tradition.
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to look around, to

HENT mimawasu survey
=ERL SAREORZL san-bai gaeshi giving back 3 times
IM35(CI B CC3F5(CTB kokoro machinisuru  to look forward to
HEL HHz L okaeshi return gift
BIBT S TLWL&DT B teisho suru to advocate
By IS (CABITSD ninchi suru to recognize
eSS NEF richigi honesty
D<NHLCTB N<NHLCTB wakuwaku suru to get excited
V| MAE ganso original
SHan L&tED shosetsu various opinions
FBIEL L nuwErerLwn reigi tadashii polite
interpersonal
xJ A B8R 2L ADAITO taijin kankei relationship
old establishment;
E Lict shinise shop oflong

standing; veteran

SAMPLE SENTENCES

MFS5CLTUVET—RDOHE. BN TI,

Kokoro machi ni shite ita déto no hi, netsu ga

deta.

On the day of the date | was looking forward to, |
got a temperature.

NLYBIAYFT—DOHEBBLEES DI,

Barentaindee no o-kaeshi o morattal

| got a return gift on Valentine's Day.

HDIEIE. 1005 < BT,

Ano mise wa 100-nen tsuzuku shinise da.

That store is a 100-year-old establishment.




