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Video Culture Class: Japanese

Holidays #4
National Foundation Day
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ENGLISH

February 11th is National Foundation Day. ltis a day for commemorating the founding of
the country, and cultivating a love for it. It is celebrated on the day the first Emperor of
Japan was crowned as the "Day that Japanese history began." This national holiday was
first celebrated during the Meiji era, where it was known as Kigensetsu. Kigensetsu was
the root for the National Foundation Day.

Who was the first Emperor of Japan?

We'll show you the answer at the end of this video!

While many countries celebrate Foundation Day on the date that they became
independent, Japan is different. In the past, Japan was ruled by an Emperor. The lineage
of many generations of Emperor can be traced back to times of mythology, thousands of
years ago. The first Emperor was crowned by God with the purpose of expanding her
realm, and has been respected by the Japanese people since ancient times. This is why
Foundation Day is celebrated on the day that the first Emperor was crowned—the
beginning of the history of Japan.

Throughout the country events such as political lectures, symposia, and gatherings are
held. The Emperor system has its controversies, with opinions being divided in recent
years about it following the female line. The National Foundation Day is an opportunity to
hear the views of experts on the state of the country, and to deepen one's own thoughts.
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Starting with the Meiji Jingu which is dedicated to Emperor Meiji, there are shrines which
hold festivals for events such as National Foundation Festivals and Kigensai. There are a
variety of festivals held that involve doing things such as pulling a portable shrine, and
playing drum and pipe music through a spectacular parade. While remembering the
many ancestors who were instrumental in the development of Japan for thousands of
years since ancient times, wishes are made that the country will be even more
prosperous in the future.

Did you know that Japan has a unique way for counting years? ltis called the Koki and
starts counting from the year of the coronation of Emperor Jinmu. The first year in the
imperial era was 660 B.C.

And now I'll give you the answer to the earlier quiz.

The correct answer is Emperor Jinmu. According to the Nihon Shoki, Emperor Jinmu was
crowned on lunar New Year's Day of 660 B.C, or February 11th in the solar calendar.
The Nihon Shoki is a book that was compiled at the beginning of the eighth century and
is the oldest history book in Japan. In the book it is recorded that Emperor Jinmu was
born with intelligence, and was strong-willed.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
H&BA F500) somei intelligent
RIAT D, NATAT D hensan suru to compile
HAER (CIFAL&LE Nihon Shoki Chronicles of Japan
first year of a specific
pars MARA gannen reign
£ COF KoKki Imperial era
National Foundation
ZEZ=nH (FAZKERADY  Kenkoku kinen no hi Day
Hadd ES5593 tochi suru to govern




IHDES

to go back, to go

THDIESD sakanoboru upstream; V1
=ik SATDESBA sanpi ryoron pros and cons
to support, to raise,
55 PLES yashinau to cultivate
eyl FFAEA kigen zen before Christ, B.C.
RXE L&TZVWTADS shodai tennd first Emperor
HIETD HFLTLIT S seitei suru to legistrate
[EES Z50) korai since ancient times
C&lFOWTADDE female-line Emperor
TR X EH] 0\ jokei tenno sei system
HETE Lr<REg&LS50 shukuga gyaji celebration event
VRS Z< VT B sokui suru to take the throne
BHE PSLET L yushikisha intellectual
R (FAD kenkai opinion, point of view
fHE HUL mikoshi mikoshi, Shrines
BX EH X CTCTERZV koteki tai drum and fife band
RH93 CAD&LLTD jinryoku suru to make efforts
to focus on, give
BUEEES FEVEFES omoiohasery ~ More than a passing

thought to

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Z2EE=nHE. [HETEITETY,

Kenkoku kinen no hi wa, kydreki de wa Gantan
desu.

In the lunisolar calendar, Japan's National
Foundation Day falls on New Year's Day.

Fhld. RiEFEESZOHIC. BHEFTNIELL

5780\,
Watashi wa, kazoku o yashinau tame ni,
hatarakanakereba naranai.

| have to work in order to support my family.




COEICDVT, EOBBEEHNETIZL

LYo
Kono ken ni tsuite, kimi no kenkai o kikasete
hoshii.

| want to hear your opinion on this matter.

+RCRC D XEAREICBUVERE B,

Juabun ni okorieta mirai ni omoi o haseru.




