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ENGLISH

Year-End Parties are banquets held at the end of each year in order to forget the troubles
and hard times of the year. Perhaps rather than saying "forget," it is easier to understand
by using expressions such "Let bygones be bygones" or "Reset ourselves for the coming
New Year." Itis a dinner held not with feelings of regret for the past, but with feelings of
motivation to start afresh and do one's best.

In which famous novel of the Meiji period does the phrase Year-End Party appear?

You'll find out later.

There are business year-end parties in which work colleagues get together, as well as
private year-end parties in which friends and private groups get together. In either case,
December is pleasantly spent eating and drinking while looking back at the events of the
year.

Just as is suggested by the coined word "alcommunication" from "communication," the
Japanese prefer to strengthen their relationships while eating delicious food and
drinking alcohol. It is for these reasons that year-end parties are held throughout the
country.

When looking back at the year, it is natural to not only look back at what was good and
brought happiness, but also to remember the hard times and things that did not quite
work out. At year-end parties it is important that all participants share the feeling that
while many things happened this year, they will continue to do their best in the New
Year. People renew their vitality for work and social circles for the coming New Year.
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From November onwards, the storefronts of pubs and other year-end party venues are
adorned with posters saying "we host year-end parties." Additionally, websites and
gourmet magazines put together special year end party editions. For restaurants, year-
end party season is a prosperous time of year for business.

The oldest literature that contains references to year-end parties is thought to have come
from the Muromachi period of the 14th and 15th centuries. It mentions holding a party
and drinking after poetry recitals held at the end of the year.

Now it's time for the answer to our quiz.

The correct answer is | Am a Cat by S6seki Natsume. In it is written that there is a year-
end party and concert at the home of an acquaintance of Mukojima, with the word "year-
end party" notably being used without annotation. From this it is believed that year-end
parties were quite commonplace in the Meiji era, the time in which Soseki was alive.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
IR 5w SL»< chashaku note
HMFuLERC TH Wagahai wa neko
BZEIHTH D 3 de aru | Am a Cat
HERE NADHL renga kai poem party
KICHRT HFCTENT mizu ni nagasu to forgive and forget
literature,
SRR ST A bunken documental records
izl <A kuyamu to regret
TIPS KPHVON yukai pleasant
D S(FEFND uketamawaru to receive an order
EFT AN HhELNESE kakiiredoki busy season

£EID Cw>CATSD juden suru to get recharged
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shitazutsumi o utsu

smack one's lips

SAMPLE SENTENCES

KEFHF(ICEAI XM EEHT,

Taiheiyd sensé ni kansuru bunken o atsumeta.

| collected documents about the Pacific War.




