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ENGLISH

As everyone knows, Christmas is a festival that celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ.
However, in Japan this holiday does not have a religious association, and is celebrated
as a major event. The day is an especially happy one for children, who receive a present
from Santa Claus.

When did Christmas come to be recognized in Japan?

You'll find out later.

Cities are adorned with Christmas trees from the start of November, which is when the
Christmas sales begin. It is a happy time when people choose presents for their family,
friends, and partners. The stores play a never-ending selection of Christmas songs,
which helps to excite the hearts of the shoppers. Department stores, bakeries, and
convenience stores often sell Christmas cake. Trees on the streets are decorated with
LED lights, and beautifully illuminate the nights of midwinter.
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On Christmas Eve, children place a stocking by their bed and are excited to wake up the
following morning to find a present left by Santa Claus. Parents prepare in advance by
asking their children what kind of toy they would like. A wide variety of Christmas cakes
are sold, ranging from the ever-popular strawberry and fresh cream cake, all the way to
some quite elaborate versions. Some places accept orders from October. Also, sales of
chicken increase at Christmas.

At Christmas, more and more Japanese are enjoying a Christmas dinner at home with
their family rather than eating out. Single people often eat dinner with their friends or
partner, exchange gifts, and hold parties. Among the younger generation, there is
tendency to spend a romantic Christmas with their boyfriend or girlfriend.

It is no exaggeration to say that the most famous Japanese Christmas song is Christmas
Eve by Tatsuro Yamashita. It is a popular song in which the lyrics speak of lovers who
are unable to meet on Christmas Eve.

Now it's time for the answer to our quiz.

The correct answer is the Meiji era. Meidi-Ya is a food import company that established a
branch in Ginza, and held one of the first Christmas sales there. It is said that because of
this, celebrating Christmas became more widespread. With each passing year,
Christmas becomes more and more of a major annual event, and perhaps could even be
said to be one of the most fun occasions for the Japanese.

VOCABULARY

Kanji Kana Romaji English

AR m PICwSLLLVA yunyt shokuhin imported food
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saying too much,

BE ANV kagon exaggeration
1y ar FLL5EE makuramoto bedside
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SAMPLE SENTENCES
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Kare ga Nihon no puro yakyu senshu no naka de
ichi-ban da to itte mo kagon de wa nai.

It is not too much to say that he is the best
baseball player in Japan.

Bk, T CAREHLCEICLTUS,
Maiban makuramoto de hon o yomu koto ni shite
iru.

| read a book at the bedside every night.

REVWBADNEDREFE DT,

Okii hanabi ga natsu no yoru o irodotta.

The big fireworks lit up the summer night.




