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November 23rd is Labor Thanksgiving Day. The day was established as one on which to
value hard work, celebrate productivity, and for the people to thank each other. Originally
on this date a ritual called Niinamesai was held. This is a ritual that shows thanks for the
blessings of crops, and it remains to this day.

Who performs the Niinamesai ritual?

You'll find out later.

As time progressed, it was not just agricultural workers who were given thanks, but also
laborers in general. This led to the day being regarded as a time to recognize the
importance of work. It has become a day in which each member of the family thanks the
others for the hard work completed over the course of the year. Children in particular look
back at their everyday lives and reaffirm that it is thanks to their parents that they are able
to live so comfortably. So they express their gratitude to their parents, who work so hard.

Children convey their feeling of gratitude to their mother and father, who work for the
family every day. They express these feelings not just by writing a letter or giving a
present, but many do so by helping out with the housework—something they don't
normally do. They often cook, and together with their siblings, struggle along in the
kitchen. This is a sight that makes parents very happy.
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5. Among those who work as members of society, some treat themselves to something
special, like buying something they normally wouldn't, or eating out at a restaurant. In
particular, since this time of year is neither too hot nor too cold, and since the weather is
often sunny, many people take advantage of the national holiday to go on a day trip.
Those who do feel refreshed and approach the next day with renewed vitality.

7. After the Second World War and in accordance with the GHQ policy, a celebration of
production, and Labor Day, where gratitude is expressed for hard work, were combined
into a national holiday. This is what is known today as Labor Thanksgiving Day.

s.  Now it's time for the answer to our quiz.

9. The correct answer is the emperor. In Japan, which is an agricultural country, since
ancient times there has been a custom of thanking the gods for the crops. In addition to
this, the annual harvest became an important reserve for the country as a means to feed
the people for the entire year. Therefore, the emperor makes offerings of food such as
rice and beans that were produced during the year to the gods, on behalf of the people.
Even the emperor himself expresses gratitude for the food that has been produced, by
eating the offering.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
EX E<NHx takuwae stock
=3 PULES yashinau to feed
FABDHALPD Labour
BB REEDOH O Kinrd kansha no hi Thanksgiving Day
A MDD &< katsuryoku energy
EEID COHATD kdan suru to devise
to value, to prize, to
g5 o &S tattobu esteem, to respect
MER ([CLVESH TN niinamesai New Harvest Festival

% L SH< shikaku harvest, crop




ZRITD SAESTS funtd suru to struggle
=X FS5T hobi reward
O T EDLE torikumu to work on
IEBDTS W5JI1F3 ichi zukeru position
SAMPLE SENTENCES
gHRFMOB(E. B2 DghHERTSSH Z3ESUFEDIFHAIS,

T9,
Kinré kansha no hi wa, hibi no kinré o negirau hi
desu.

Labour Thanksgiving Day is the day for rewarding
daily hard work.

Sorosoro shikaku no jiki da.

It's about time to harvest crops.




