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Tanabata means "evening of the seventh," and is celebrated on July 7th each year.
According to legend, this is the one day a year Orihime, the weaving princess, and
Hikoboshi, the cow herder, can spend together. Orihime's father, a powerful god,
separated the deeply-in-love couple; however, he ultimately granted them one day a
year together.

Why were Orihime, the weaving princess, and Hikoboshi, the cow herder, separated?

You'll find out later.

Let's learn how this holiday is celebrated today.
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5. First, we'll talk about sasakazari, hanging decorations. There are many types of these
decorations, with each symbolizing something. Purses symbolize the desire for good
business, cranes represent long life, streamers represent Orihime's weaving, and fishing
nets represent a good catch. You can find these decorations everywhere during
Tanabata, including at festivals.

5. Tanabata festivals are held in many regions, the most famous being the Sendai
Tanabata festival. At these festivals, people gather on the main street where there are
decorations, food stalls and sometimes entertainment including music and dancing.
Some common stall delicacies include takoyaki, yakisoba, cold beer, and so on.

7. A'popular custom on or around Tanabata is for people to write their personal wishes on a
piece of paper, and then hang them on a a bamboo tree. Some common wishes are for
Orihime and Hikoboshi to be together, for one's family to stay healthy, and to become rich!

s.  While Orihime and Hikoboshi are known as the Vega and Altair stars respectively, do
you know how far apart these two stars are? They are about fifteen light-years apart,
which means that they are fifteen years away from each other, even if traveling at the
speed of light.

9. Now it's time for the answer to our quiz...

10. The answer is because they didn't stop working.

11. After the two were married, they enjoyed their married life so much that they no longer
worked. Orihime's father became enraged and separated them. Orihime became very
sad, and her father took pity, allowing them to meet once a year. They worked hard all
year while looking forward to their day together.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
=l EF25D &5 horyo good catch
=& TAED densetsu legend

EB bz L yatai stand, stall




wish, prayer, one's

RWE RV CE negaigoto desire
55 KPSz ylgata evening
strips of paper used
Aafft lene< tanzaku for writing wishes
B9 TELHT moyoosu to hold (a party)
A0 S LA ushikai cattleman
1915% T Tanabata The Star Festival
Vil R Bega Vega
7L T HdDEL\D Arutairu Altair
5IRET OFEFELY hikihanasu to separate
R (Frzd D hataori weaving
Pk CORA kd-nen light-year
KD HIDHD Amanogawa Milky Way
both banks (of a
[nf== D&SFL ryogishi river)
B9 (F7Lg hanasu separate
= o sasa bamboo grass
UL&SEWIAL &
RITC B = shobaihanijo thriving business
& 5&2500 choju longevity

SAMPLE SENTENCES

BETS—XVERARTRES,

Yatai de ramen o tabete kaeru.

() eat ramen noodles at the stand and go home.

WSRO EDHDES, HEXREICED

A

Negaigoto ga hitotsu kanau nara séridaifin ni

naritai.

If my wish were to come true, | would want to be a

prime minister.




YHENDSYIaF5RNS5TY, EMCEVWSEEOEDENTLIET L,

Yagata no rasshu wa go-ji kara desu. Tanzaku ni negaigoto o hitotsu kaite kudasai.

The evening rush starts from five pm. Please write your wish on a strip of paper used for
writing wishes.

tYIC. BLEEE<BERH DT T,

Tanabata ni negaigoto o kaku shidkan ga arimasu.

We write our wishes in Star Festival.




