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May 3rd is Constitution Day. On this day in 1947, the Japanese constitution came into
effect. Many countries around the world hold a national holiday on the date that their
constitution was enacted, but in Japan the holiday is held with the purpose of celebrating
the enactment of the Japanese constitution, and looking toward the future growth of the
country.

Although the constitution was enacted May 3rd, do you know on which date it was
proclaimed?

You'll find out later.

There are three pillars central to the Japanese constitution. These are the sovereignty of
the people, pacifism, and respect for basic human rights. Constitution Week is held from
May 1stto May 7th, with Constitution Day itself held in the middle of these dates. Various
events are held to deepen the understanding of the principles of the constitution by the
Department of Justice and the courts, as well as local governments.

Debate on constitutional reform has grown in recent years, and because of this, on
Constitution Day the Constitutional Reform Faction and the Constitution Protection
Faction hold lectures and surveys about constitutional amendments. One of the main
points of these debates concerns Article 9—the abandonment of war on the basis of
pacifism, and the renunciation of the rights to have an army and to use belligerency.
Opinions are exchanged on the country's role in the international community and on
building a country in which the people can live happily.
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5. Many members of the Japanese general public rediscover Constitution Day via the news
or radio. Newspapers and news broadcasts touch on various opinions about the
constitution, which makes it an opportunity for people to think again about it. On the other
hand, since this day is one of the national holidays that make up Golden Week, it is

common for many to enjoy the pleasant May weather on this day off.

7. Many children who were born in the year in which the constitution was enacted (1948)
have names like Kenji and Kentard, which incorporate the kanji character ken, meaning

"constitution."

s.  Now it's time for the answer to the quiz.

9. The correct answer is six months before Constitution Day, November 3rd. This day is a
national holiday known as Culture Day and was named as such due to the constitution's
emphasis on peace and culture.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
HIET D HLTLIT S seitei suru to establish
Y 5 FAEDOTS mankitsu suru to fully enjoy
R COBEAITA kosenken right of belligerence
EE Fo>& hoki renunciation
supporter of the
A CIALR goken ha current Constitution
Constitution
BIESVI MWF AL kaiken ha revisionist
R DA rinen principle
Department of
AEE LIFSL &S Shihd shé Justice
respect for
HANAEDE S ZEFATECAITA  kihon-teki jinkenno  fyndamental human
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soncho

rights




C<HAUBITA kokumin shuken popular sovereignty

to proclaim, to

C2593 kofu suru promulgate

TID kisuru to look forward to
LCD93 shiko suru to execute
Constitution

(T/v(ée5%13/ulf Kenp(') kinenbi Memorial Day




