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LESSON NOTES
Video Culture Class: Japanese

Holidays #10
Cherry Blossom Viewing Season
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ENGLISH

Hanami is a custom unique to Japan in which one can look at cherry blossoms and
celebrate the coming of spring. Cherry blossoms bloom across Japan, starting in Kyushu
in late March, and then gradually moving North until they bloom in Hokkaido in early
May. Cherry blossoms can only be enjoyed for a short period of time, as they fall just two
weeks after blooming. Cherry blossoms are an incredibly important flower to the
Japanese, and since ancient times have had a great impact on both the Japanese sense
of the changing seasons, as well as their aesthetic sense.

Which famous person of the 16th century Azuchi-Momoyama era held the most
magnificent cherry blossom viewing?

We'll tell you the answer at the end of this video.
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It is a custom at cherry blossom-viewings to eat a special boxed lunch, drink some
alcohol, and chat with one's friends while enjoying the cherry blossoms. In more than half
the regions of Japan, the cherry blossom viewing period is in April, and so coincides with
the beginning of the new school and fiscal years in institutions such as schools and
companies. Therefore cherry blossom-viewings are often held during welcome parties
for new students and employees. Looking at the pale pink of the cherry blossoms shine
in the blue sky while enjoying the warm spring breeze and tucking into a tasty lunch is
part of the fun of spring.

Because so many people enjoy the tradition of cherry blossom viewing, preparing for itin
advance is essential. Staking out a good spot to see the cherry blossoms and laying out
a plastic sheet, which is called bashotori, are important steps of the preparation. On the
day itself, people bring food and drink and gather together at the place they reserved.
While enjoying the cherry blossoms they excitedly chat, sing karaoke, and have fun.

Cherry blossom viewing doesn't just take place in the daytime. There is also what is
known as "nighttime cherry blossom viewing." Parks and temples which are well known
as places for cherry blossom viewing often put up lights so that people can come and
enjoy the cherry blossoms at night. Many groups therefore gather and hold parties under
the cherry blossoms in the evening. As darkness falls, cherry blossoms have a quite
different appearance compared to the daytime.

Hanami rice dumplings are perhaps the symbol of cherry blossom viewing. Itis common
for three dumplings 2-3cm in diameter and of different colors to be skewered together.
The pink dumpling at the top represents the cherry blossoms, the white one in the middle
represents snow, and the green one at the bottom represents the mugwort plant.

Now it's time for the answer to the quiz.

The correct answer is Hideyoshi Toyotomi. It was in Daigo-ji in Kyoto that he held a
magnificent cherry blossom viewing party that was attended by his wife, son, feudal
lords, and subordinates. This grand cherry blossom viewing event known as the "Daigo
Cherry blossom Viewing" is a famous historical event. Because of this, the Hotaiko
Hanami Gyoretsu is held at Daigo-ji on the second Sunday of April each year.
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Kanji Kana Romaji English
KEHD HHEMHHD ogakari large scale
AN =AY\ haika subordinate
N TUVdH &S daimyo feudal lord
EEHH EXEHOTLL Toyotomi Hideyoshi  Toyotomi Hideyoshi
=la20n IEF yomogi Japanese mugwort
=2 <UL kushi stick
EREF (FEHTEAC hanami dango hanami dango
X PECET omomuki atmosphere
cherry blossom
e (3713 hanami viewing, flower
viewing
to have a pleasant
BRI D MATEAT S kandan suru talk
the beginning of a
FEH RAEIRIC® nendo hajime new fiscal year
DHID AT D bunpu suru to be found in
to move toward the
tE93s E<L&39B hokujo suru ar
HREFID LeDDH&EDD shitazutsumi o utsu smack one's lips
B9 ELHT moyoosu to hold (a party)
boxed lunch for
hold a place, save a
BATEN D EL&ED basho tori spot, grab a place
to secure, to acquire,
HIRI B W< (EFTD kakuho suru to get
HIOIEEENLPFEURE  Azuchi-Momoyama  Azuchi—-Momoyama
gegunt /SHT]iST e 0) jidai period
EJSE guLE biishiki sense of beauty
U3 TL&DOUB kyojiru to enjoy
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viewing cherry

yozakura kenbutsu blossoms at night

2N HULL &

meisho famous place

SAMPLE SENTENCES

KEODODEEILOTIEFIKARKRICRTITS
FETY,

Ogakari na biru no kéji wa raigetsumatsu ni
shuryd suru yotei desu.

The large-scale construction of the building is
scheduled to be completed at the end of the
month.

ASITEOIVY—RE. FTv EREF
ITBDIDNRKRER,

Ninki kashu no konsato wa, chiketto o kakuho
suru no ga taihen da.

It's tough to secure concert tickets for popular
singers.




