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LESSON NOTES
Japanese Counters for Beginners
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VOCABULARY

Kanji Kana Romaji English
—pE WO UE i-ppiki one animal
—po (O ni-hiki two animals
= TAUE san-biki three animals
Pgpu FAOVE yon-hiki four animals
flo cCO&E go-hiki five animals
7\P5 Zo0F. 3K 0EF ro-ppiki, roku-hiki six animals
g4t AVANORS nana-hiki seven animals
J\[L EoVE. (FBOVEF ha-ppiki, hachi-hiki eight animals
JLPE FpS50F kyad-hiki nine animals
~+[T Cw >0 ju-ppiki ten animals
counter for crabs,
R (F0) hai obtopuses and squid
as food
counter for small to
s 053 hiki medium-sized

animals

SAMPLE SENTENCES

NTLYE—E, HFRFIULR,

Kabutomushi o i-ppiki, tsukamaemashita.

| caught a beetle.

RICENZIEWE T,

Ki ni saru ga ni-hiki imasu.

There are two monkeys up in the tree.

AR=EVE T,

Inu ga san-biki imasu.

There are three dogs.

HEAEEWE T,

Neko ga yon-hiki imasu.

There are four cats.




Jr AR, SKWTUVET, KZVEDRRERATUNE T,
Koi ga go-hiki, oyoide imasu. Okii hachi ga ro-ppiki tonde imasu.
There are five carps swimming. There are six big bees flying.
ERE+HE, HO>TVET, CHONZE =M< S5TIh,
Kingyo o ju-ppiki, katte imasu. Kono kani wa, i-ppai ikura desu ka.

| have ten goldfishes. How much is one crab of this (type)?"

R|NNEKNTOE T,

Sakana ga ha-ppiki oyoide imasu.

There are eight fishes swimming.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is PU (hiki), the counterfor Small- to Medium-sized
Animals.

AR=ZEWE T,

Inu ga san-biki imasu,

"“There are three dogs."

You can use this counter when you count small to medium-sized animals, and any insects
and fish. The object you count can be as small as a mosquito, or as big as a large-breed
dog.



