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LESSON NOTES
Japanese Counters for Beginners
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VOCABULARY

Kanji Kana Romaji English
—W WEZL) ichi-mai one (thin or flat) thing
two (thin or flat)
W ([CFW ni-mai things
three (thin or flat)
= SAFL san-mai things
four (thin or flat)
LY, KA FL yon-mai things
five (thin or flat)
AW SFL go-mai things
AYSY 2<FEW roku-mai six (thin or flat) things
seven (thin or flat)
Tt TEIEFE L) nana-mai things
eight (thin or flat)
ALY (F5F0 hachi-mai things
counter for thin or flat
W 3% mai objects
Fr Eh kin counter for a loaf
nine (thin or flat)
Al Y T DOFL) kyd-mai things
+H Crw S0 ju-mai ten (thin or flat) things

SAMPLE SENTENCES

BEEE—REDTELWVTI D,

Shashin o ichi-mai totte mo ii desu ka.

"Can | take one photo?"

B, /1\VE ZMBARZET,

Maiasa, pan o ni-mai tabemasu.

"| eat two slices of bread every morming."

BRI EEBFOTVE T,

Meishi o yon-mai motte imasu.

"l have four business cards."

T=Ilc. SMBRERHDF T,

Téburu ni, o-sara ga go-mai arimasu.

"There are five dishes on the table."




BAERSHDE T,

Kami ga nana-mai arimasu.

"There are seven pieces of paper.”

Bmlc. LIV RA—RR=ERHDF
ER

Saifu ni, kurejitto kddo ga san-mai arimasu.

"There are three credit cards in the wallet/purse."

BNRYEZR. <220\

Shokupan o ni-kin, kudasai.

"Can | have two loaves of bread, please?"

CDZE+H. BLE LT,

Shidi o ju-mai, kaimashita.

"l bought ten CDs."

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is ) (mai), the CounterforThin orFlat Objects

CDZE10M. BW3 LTz,
Shidr o ju-mai, kaimashita.
“Ibought ten CDs."

Examples of thin or flat objects are paper and cards. We can also use this counter for not
totally flat objects like plates and dishes. It doesn't matterif it's a circle or a square, so
slices of bread, ham and cheese, and CDs and DVDs can be counted with this counter,

too.



