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LESSON NOTES
Japanese Counters for Beginners
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VOCABULARY

Kanji Kana Romaji English
— LWED ichi-wa one bird
= (D ni-wa two birds
=¥ SAD san-wa three birds
93y KAD yon-wa four birds
13 C go-wa five birds
NI 34D roku-wa six birds
=3 AvAve) nana-wa seven birds
AR EESYe) hachi-wa eight birds
U TS50 kyd-wa nine birds
+3 CwoH ji-wa ten birds
counter for large
5R £5 to animals
BN 0 wa counter for birds

SAMPLE SENTENCES

ECTFHMNZPNET,

Niwa ni suzume ga ni-wa imasu.

There are two sparrows in the garden.

MDBIC, EFR=PVET,

Tsubame no su ni, hina ga san-wa imasu.

There are three baby swallows in the nest.

“ORVEmEPEST I U,

Niwatori o yon-wa kakimashita.

| drew four chickens.

FRC. ZORVERR, BH>TULET,

Gakko de, niwatori o go-wa, katte imasu.

We're raising five chickens.

BBV,

Tori ga roku-wa imasu.

There are six birds.

BYIRT. RVFUEELPRFI U,

Débutsuen de, pengin 0 nana-wa mimashita.

| saw seven penguins at the zoo.




CHOHFIEE. WDODEBDSXBHPNE <ENM—FA BhFE L,

9, Kuma ga i-tt6, arawaremashita.

Kono o-tera ni wa, itsumo karasu ga ja-wa imasu.
One bear appeared.

There are always ten crows at this temple.

SHEF. tEFSE—P. FFCERIBELT LI

Kyd wa, shichimenché o ichi-wa, marugoto ryéri shimashita.

Today, | baked an entire turkey.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is 3 (wa), the CounterforBirds.
= Pl ¥ ) > | A W=

Niwa ni suzume ga ni-wa imasu,
"There are 2 sparrows in the garden."

This counter is basically for birds. The bird you are counting can be as big as an ostrich or
as small as a baby chick, and it can even be used fora penguin.



