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Hi everyone! I'm Michelle Yamamoto.

Welcome back to The Ultimate Japanese Pronunciation Guide at
JapanesePod101.com.

In this lesson, you're going to learn the secret to mastering long vowels in Japanese.
You have already learned the short vowels.

H. L\ DL R B

Long vowels are pronounced for twice as long as short vowels, like...

HdH. LWL, 2D XX, B,

The meaning of a word can change depending on whether the vowel is long or short.
This is a really important part of Japanese pronunciation!

Okay, let's get started.

The first one is...

Fi2Xin)

oY

You say a short vowel & for one beat, and a long vowel & & (aa) for two beats.
i)

b

Notice how & & is twice the length of d».

%)

oY

For example, the Japanese word for "card" contains a long vowel.

n—k A—-FK. A3—F

When writing in katakana, this mark ("—") indicates that you need to prolong the vowel
of the preceding syllable.

In this case, the vowel "a" in 73 should be twice as long to get 71— .

The next example is the word for "mark".

N—O,¥—-D,¥v—D

You need to lengthen the vowel "a" in ¥, to get Vv—72.

Okay, let's try this one.

HMHTA mother, H-N-H-T - A FHHTA

It's written 1\ - &. Don't read them separately — read them altogether as 5\ —.
Repeat after me.

HFHhHTA

HFHhHTA

The next one is

AIA

AL

LU is twice the length of



L.

A

L\—

Are you ready for some example words? Here goes!

~—k sheet, V— - k. TJ—k

This mark ("—") means that you need to prolong the vowel "UL\" in the preceding
syllable, =/ (shi).

=k

Next is...

H L LT A grandfather, - U - LV - - AL SLULTA

You don't say U - L\ separately, but read them altogether as U —
HLULTA

Repeat after me.

HLULTA

HLULWTA

The next one is...

JiJrJ

is twice the length of .

JrJr Jr Ji

Let's pronounce this sound in a series of actual words.

Z—JUpool, F—-JL. F—Ib

9250 number, 95U, 9250

Repeat after me.

950U

950

The next one is...

2R

2R

For example, the word for "cake" is...

T—F,T0—-F T—%F

And the word for "teacher" is...

FAEL, BE-A -0 BAEL

HF AT L) is made up of syllables & - A - t& - L). The last two syllables are not
pronounced as & - (), but as ¥ —. So, a pair of X+ L\ also makes a long vowel "X

To recap, there are two combinations to make a long vowel X —, which are two x
sounds and X+



L.

So, can you read this?

ZUL\C English, X - LY - &, RUL\C

The part of X U\ is pronounced as X —.

Repeat after me.

zL\C

zZL\C

The next one is...

HH

HH

For example, there is a long vowel in the words...

/ —k notebook, J/— - . J—k

CORApark, C DX -~h. CDRA

The first two syllables C - © are not pronounced as C * D, but as C — with a long
vowel "00". So, a pair of "&" + "D>" also makes a long vowel "d&>—".

To recap, there are 2 combinations to make a long vowel &—, which are 2 "&"
sounds and &+ D.

Repeat after me.

CDRN

CDRN

Why is it important to master long vowels? Because the meaning of a word can change
depending on whether the vowel is long or short.

Listen for the diffference in these words.

HETA, BESTA

meaning "aunt"

HlEDTA. BlEHTA

meaning "grandmother”

When you say Hld&H S A, extend the vowel "a". If you don't, you'll be saying a
different word!

Now listen for the difference in this pair of words.

HFUTA. HLCTA

meaning "uncle"

HFLUWITA. FLULTA

meaning "grandfather"

Again, the meaning changes depending on whether the vowel is long or short. Please
be careful!

Long vowels are very important in Japanese. Practice pronouncing long vowels for the
proper length of time by clapping to measure time.

Do you know which kana is also related to time measurement when it's written in a
small size? You'll learn about it in the next



lesson.
Try writing a Japanese long vowel example in the comments.
See you in the next Ultimate Japanese Pronunciation Guide lesson!



