-—‘»‘c, JapanesePod101.com

LESSON TRANSCRIPT
Ultimate Japanese Pronunciation

Guide #10
Perfecting Pitch Accentin
Japanese

+10

innoVativeLANGUAGE.COM



Hi everyone! I'm Michelle Yamamoto.
Welcome back to The Ultimate Japanese Pronunciation Guide at
JapanesePod101.com.
In this lesson, you're going to learn the basics of pitch accent in Japanese.
Let's listen to these words.
cEXCegg. lc-F - & FEC
SOV fish, & - DV - TL, THIE
Each syllable is pronounced with either a high or low pitch.
c-&-cC
[SIR A2
The pitch accent for each word is determined when said in isolation. So, if you
pronounce it in a different pitch, such as 7z& C (high, low low), it sounds strange.
Do you know why we need pitch accent in Japanese?
Japanese has many words with the same sounds but different meanings.
M (&high - ®low) and 88 (d»rlow - &Hhigh)
’§ means "rain". It goes from high to low.
A means "candy". It goes from low to high.
Also, we have & and &
Z means "chopsticks." It goes from high to low.
¥& means "bridge." It goes from low to high.
To differentiate between these words with the same sounds, we need pitch accent.
This is a key characteristic of Japanese.
There are two rules you need to know.
The first one is...
Pitch does not change in the middle of a syllable.

- TAZE (high-low-low)., weather, T+ A+ . TAT

C is high.

Each A and & is low.

So, each syllable is pronounced with either a high or low pitch. And pitch doesn't
change in the middle of a syllable.

The second rule is...

First and second syllables of a word don't have the same pitch as each other.

Hh\ red, & - K. HH\. high and low

L\ dog L) - §B. L\SA. low and high

(FAZE fine, (T - A - . (FAZ. high, low, low

O 5MHVS hiragana, U - 5 - Y - 7, OS5 KL, low, high, high, low

In all words, the pair of the first two syllables should be "high-low" or "low-high".
We're going to give you examples of some words with their pitch accent pattern. Try
saying these words. You'll also review the sounds you learned so far.



»HE. "moming". &» - . HT
nhE

ED( bird, & =D, D
ED

&< 5, "cherry blossom", & - < -5, @<5
<5

HES&. youngerbrother, & - & -5 - & HESE
Be careful with the long vowel &5—.

Repeat after me.

dH & D& (with claps)

hedk

T LDV siblings, &S - 0L\ T&L&OEL

G ey

Here, you have a long vowel d&>— again. You need to change the tone from high to low
in the middle of the long vowel.

Repeat after me.

& &£ D720\ (with claps)

T &OIEL

Congratulations! You've learned all the essential parts of Japanese pronunciation. You

can listen to plenty of dialogs and vocabulary recorded by native Japanese speakers at
JapanesePod101.com. Model your pronunciation on these and keep practicing!

How do you practice pitch accent? Share in the comment section!



