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LESSON NOTES
Learn Japanese Grammar Video -

Absolute BeginnerS1 #2
Asking Simple Questionsin
Japanese
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ROMANIZATION

Kore wa mizu desu ka.
Hai, so desu.

lie, chigaimasu.

ENGLISH

Is this water?

Yes, itis.
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3 No,itisn't.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
(< (c< niku meat, flesh
ZD5TC9 Z5T9Y So desu That's right.
7K ¢S mizu water
Ib—Y 15®—D furGtsu fruit
YAV~ sakana fish
¥ P yasai vegetables
EWET 5RWNET Chigaimasu That's wrong
sweets, snacks,
HEREF HHL okashi candy
SAMPLE SENTENCES
(C<DAEVWTETT, (L £5TY,
Niku ga daisuki desu. Hali, s6 desu.

| love meat.

Yes, that's right.

KeHnRhuLEI,

Mizu o onegai shimasu.

Please give me water.

DYdETIL—YTT,

Ringo wa furdtsu desu.

Apples are fruit.

REHETI,

Sakana wa suki desu.

| like fish.

JOv3dU—(F. mOEHTI,

Burokkori wa midori no yasai desu.

Broccoliis a green vegetable.




ZNnE. BEVFE Y, PAUADHEFTI,

Sore wa chigaimasu. Amerika no okashi desu.
That's not right. These are American snacks.

The focus of this lesson is Asking Simple Questions in Japanese

Asking "Is AB?"

Let's take a sentence that uses our "A is B" sentence pattern that we learned in Lesson 7.

For Example:

1, Kore wa okashi desu.
CnigEHEnL ¢©9,

"These are sweets."

Let's say you have a plate of snacks in front of you that look sweet...but you can't really
telll To turn the sentence above into a question ("These are sweets" — "Are these
sweets?"), we simply add ka to the end of the sentence.

So now you can ask:
1. Kore wa okashi desu ka.
cn@EeHEmhu ¢Ian,

"Are these sweets?"

Let's try it with some other sentences:

Sentence "English” — Question "English”

Kore wa mizu Kore wa mizu

desu. desuka?

(CNUSHTFT  "Thisis water." — (CHULHTFT s this water?"

9.) g07?)




Kore wa niku

Kore wa niku

desu. desu ka?
(CUSC< T "Thisis meat." (CHUSLIES T "Is this meat?"
9.) FH?)
Kore wa Kore wa
sakana desu. sakana desu
— g S DL ka?
(?i_j ) "This is fish." (CRLSHE "Is this fish?"
° TFH?)
Kore wa yasai Kore wa yasai
desu. desuka? _
(RS th; sle " (CHUFAPEL) V'; letsa f) .
veg . .
T, ) TIH7)
Kore wa Kore wa
furdtsu desu. furdtsu desu
— T I— ka?
(o "This is a fruit." — _Isthisa fruit?"
VT ) (CHUEZIL
WTIH?)

Replying "Yes, it is"/"Yes, that's right"

If you want to reply to the question "A wa B desu ka?" ("Is A B?") with an affirmative
answer, all you have todoissay...

Hai, s6 desu.
(LY, £57TT,
"Yes, itis." / "Yes, that's right."

This literally means "Yes, it is so."

Replying "No, it isn‘t"/"No, that's wrong"

If you want to reply to the question "A wa B desu ka?" ("Is A B?") with a negative answer,
you simply say...

lie, chigaimasu.



WX, BWVWET,
"No, itisn't." / "No, that's wrong."

lie (L1U).X) means "No", and chigaimasu (BANL\E ) is a verb literally meaning "to be
different".

For Example:

Kore wa kusuri desu ka?
cNnE<IOTINn,

Is this medicine?

- Hai, so desu.
[F0), 5T9,
"Yes, it is."

- lie, chigaimasu.
LWWX. BARAVET,
"No, it isn't."



