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LESSON NOTES

Basic Japanese S1#19
Basic Japanese #19: Basic
Sentence Patterns 2: What's this?
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Kore wa, aipoddo desu ka.
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> YUICHLI:

Sore wa, aifon desu.

5. HIROKO: Kore wa, CD desu ka.
4 YUICHI: Sore wa, DVD desu.
5 HIROKO: Sore wa, nan desu ka.
s YUICHI: Kore wa, hon desu.
ENGLISH
1 HIROKO: Is this an iPod?
> YUICHI: That's an iPhone.
3. HIROKO: Is thisa CD?
4. YUICHI: That's a DVD.
5 HIROKO: What's that?
5. YUICHI: This is a book.
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
PARYER ARy R AiPoddo iPod
PAIx PAIF aifon iPhone
CD =T A= sidi CD
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= 1L nan/nani what

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to ask the questions, "Is this such-and-such?" and
"what's this?"

Kore wa aipoddo desu ka.

When you say "This is an iPhone" in Japanese, you would say "Kore wa aifon desu (Z 113,
iPhone T9)." To make a question, you just add ka (/") to the end of a sentence.

[A] wa [B] desu Translation
_ M Kore (& wa T9 desu Thisis a
CD shidi CD.
_ M Kore (& wa TY desu N\, Ka. Is this a
CD shidi CD?
1 Kore (& wa R pen "C9 desu Thisis a
pen.
Ry T9 D\, Is this a
C M Kore (& wa pen desu Ka. pen?

Kore wa nan desu ka.

When you ask if "this is CD" in Japanese, you would say "Kore wa CD desu ka?" But, when
you have no idea whatitis, you use the word "nan" in place of the name of the item. Then,
add "ka" to the end of the sentence.

[A] wa [B] desu ka Translation

_ M Kore (& wa TY desu N\, Ka. Is this a
CD shidi CD?




Z M Kore (& wa [?7] T9 desu H. ka.

{a] T9 Do What is
C 11 Kore (& wa nan desu ka. this?

Hiroko's Tip

To ask what something is in a casual manner, you can say C U37K(C ? or CNAI 2. In this
case, {A] isn't pronounced 7% A, but 7L (C. Also, remember to say it using rising intonation.

1 Cnlafar?

Kore wa nani?
What's this?

2. _n. A7
Kore, nani?
What's this?



