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GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is General Counter tsu (D)

In Japanese, you use special counters when you count objects. The counter used depends
on the shape or characteristic of the object. The general counter is tsu (D), as in hitotsu (O'&
D), futatsu (5\1Z D), mittsu (& D D).

General Counter

This set of general counters can be used when there is no specific counter or when you don't
know the counter. The set only goes up to 10.
They do not follow any kind of pattern and must be memorized.

—D hitotsu one item
D futatsu two items
= mittsu three items
9> yottsu four items
D itsutsu five items
IND muttsu six items
=D nanatsu seven items
J\D yattsu eightitems
D kokonotsu nine items
+ to ten items

Hiroko's Hint




Here is a secret song to memorize this general counting system.

—D hitotsu [OXR! hii
_D futatsu SNS f

= mittsu &) mii
U yottsu kS yo
AD itsutsu (AYD) itsu
ND muttsu ) ma
=D nanatsu JAGAY nana
N\D yattsu 10 5 ya
ke kokonotsu _ kokono
+ to atip) to




