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It happened at my workplace several years ago.

At the time, problems plagued the company; unthinkable mistakes with orders, frequent
accidents at the factory, and an overwhelming number of complaints.

Those days were mostly spent apologizing on the phone from the time we arrived in the
morning until we finished late at night. Of course, not only I, but my coworkers were all
overcome with stress.

On that day, just like most others during that period, it was nearing three in the morning
when we locked the office door.

THERE WERE Chief Oshima, Chief Nakajima, two co-workers, and me. Everyone
FIVE OF US: was silent, their faces pale with exhaustion.

The elevator wouldn't come no matter how many times we pushed the button.

We didn't know this at the time, but a clerical error by the building management had
resulted in our office not being notified that the elevator would be receiving maintenance
that particular night, requiring the power to be shut off. My coworkers and | snapped.

"Hey, open up!! What's going on?!" "What's the deal!? Come on!!" "Quit playing around,
enough of this, okay...?!"

It ended with some of my coworkers, including Yamazaki, sitting in defeat on the hallway
floor.

"We have no choice. Let's take the emergency stairway,"

A stairwell was installed in the building as a means of escape during a fire, and in order
to prevent intruders it was kept locked from the inside. The lock was rarely opened.

It was the first time | had opened the door connecting to the emergency stairway.
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The door was at the end of the hall in a spot where the fluorescent lighting barely
reached.

No matter how closely spaced a building is to another, every building has a space similar
to a "blind spot" that can't be seen from the main road.

Those nooks, usually between the walls of two buildings, barely see sunlight even during
the day, and are beyond the reach of artificial lighting. Those spots serve as nesting
grounds for pigeons and crows. Our office is on the seventh floor.

As soon as the door opened, an indescribably foul stench flooded the hall and hung low.

"It's pigeon poop,"

The back of the building was covered in bird excrement. Forgetting my fear of the dark, |
started to descend the steel stairway.

It was too dark to see where | was walking, and the handrail was only the height of my
waist. | turned around to look at my coworkers; they all had gloom written on their faces.

| was in the front of the group. Behind me were Kato, Yamazaki, Chief Oshima, and Chief
Nakajima, in that order.

It was when we passed the landing on the sixth floor that | suddenly heard a whispering
voice coming from behind me. | thought someone was having a conversation, but the
strange thing was that it didn't seem like anyone was responding.

| knew that voice. It wasn't either of the Chiefs, nor of Yamazaki. | couldn't remember
whose voice it was.

One thing was certain, however; the owner of that voice was someone you would not
enjoy meeting at three in the morning on the emergency stairway. My heart started
pounding faster.
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| looked back only once. Behind me Kato was a blank look on his face, and behind her,
Yamazaki. It was too dark to see Chiefs Oshima and Chief Nakajima.

"Chief Oshima?" said Masaru.

"What? Who have you been talking to this whole time?" replied Chief Nakajima.

Chief Oshima doesn't understand the seriousness of the situation. | shouldn't reply. |
shouldn't even turn around. | strongly felt this was the right thing to do.

| clearly heard Kato, who was restless with anxiety, clanging something against the
handrail. However, it didn't seem to me as if he was feeling the same paralyzing fear that
| was.

Everything that reached my ears was exactly what | didn't want to hear at that moment.

"Hey, Yamazaki! You too, Chief Nakajima, and you too, Nakabayashi. Wait..."

| am Nakabayashi. But | shouldn't turn around. | shouldn't turn around!

Behind me, | could hear Kato and Yamazaki discussing something. | concentrated on
descending the stairway. | was visibly shaking to the point that | could not hide it.

We passed the third floor, and below | could barely see the ground covered in complete
darkness.

| quickened my pace. And that's when | felt something rush up very close behind me.

| stifled a scream as best | could, and continued to descend the stairway.

The bottom of the stairs was an area surrounded by a steel cage that had a simple lock
on itto allow for the garbage disposal. Something was still right behind me.
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And in the pitch black of the landing, | relied on the sense of my fingers to open the lock,
while doing my best not to turn around.

Then, it happened.

"Oy, Nakabayashi! | have something for you."

"This is fun, Nakabayashi, isn't it?!"

"Nakabayashi, Nakabayashi, Nakabayashi..."(need recording)

"C'mon,  won'tdo anything...turn around!!"

"Mwahaha, heeeey, c'mon, come on!"

| could no longer contain my scream. They tried to get me to turn around using
sickeningly bright voices.

Before | knew it, | had opened the door. | didn't feel relief, but rather the crawling feeling
of gooseflesh covering my skin. | can finally get out! | stuck my hand out in the darkness
and pushed on the steel gate. Once | pass through, I'll only be a few meters from the
main road.

| took one step forward.

And then....

"H ey“

VOCABULARY

Kanji Kana Romaji English

Bi5 L&<I&E shokuba workplace




EXH ToaK< tessaku iron fence
FEE [6X 1A himei shriek, scream
=i (F(ELN kehai indication, presence
=] < 5XPH kurayami darkness
RE Wiw> ishd offensive smell
T Lh< shikaku blind spot
BN (FLC2&D keikoto fluorescent light
FEEREER O &£2NM0VEA hijo kaidan emergency stairs
accident causing
Nt CALALC jinshin jiko injury or death
management
BES HADBLL kanri gaisha company
A D35 tstchi notification
MIET D L&DIB shori suru to deal with
T Fo5w> hacchd ordering
7Y TDOC5L tetsugoshi iron grille

SAMPLE SENTENCES

BZDOFEKINE,
Shokuba no fun'iki ga warui.

The atmopshere at the workplace isn't good.

PBHCEEINZECSICA DT,

Tessaku ni kakomareta tokoro ni haitta.

| entered the place surrounded by an iron fence.

R, ADADERHEC X T2,

Shinya, onna no hito no himei ga kikoeta.

In the middle of the night, | heard a woman
scream.

BU\FR, B3 (CREMNUT.

Kurai naka, ushiro ni kehai ga shita.

In the dark | felt a presence behind me.




ZR. BEANSEMRUEBELTE R,

Totsuzen, kurayami kara neko ga tobi dashite
kita.

A cat suddenly jumped out of the darkness.

COFEFRENT B

Kono heya wa ishd ga suru.

This room smells bad.

FEENREABICENTULZ,

Kodomo ga shikaku ni kakurete ita.

A child was hiding in the blind spot.

FLLWEXNT(CEDDZRTIZIEND T,

Atarashii keikoto ni torikaeta bakari da.

| replaced the light with a new fluorescent light.

IFEERZE T,

Hijokaidan o orita.

| went down the emergency stairs.

ABSHOFE T, BENENTLSD,

Jinshin jiko no eikyé de, densha ga okurete iru.

The trains are late due to an accident resulting in
physical injury.

RISEIEESHICMEEL T2,

Kare wa biru kanri gaisha ni shishoku shita.

He got a job at a building management company.

FEIAEEMZEE S5 DT,

Gakusei wa naitei tstichi o moratta.

The student recieved an offer letter.

FAICIE. B LIL (T NIELTEL SISO\ BEREM T
<TAHD,

Watashi ni wa, shori shinakereba naranai mondai
ga takusan aru.

| have many issues to deal with.

FLOLWCDZERELU,
Atarashii CD o hacchd shita.

| ordered a new CD.

RZEDESH. BBFERICNTI LR,

Anzen no tame, tetsugdshi o mado ni tsukemashita.

| put bars on the window for security.




