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LESSON NOTES

Particles #9
What's the Subject? Look forthe
Japanese Particles Waand Ga
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KAN]JI
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AR (F0. FEExA., TN HIFB,

BTV F Nl ?

HARPIL: 03!

it (SR SD—o EF, HMEOTZD?

AR DILHBMED 2D,

il § LR,

KANA

JEIEh HE5: TESTA. RALESAIE?

TS (Fuc: H. L CAld. [FULeIC WEELR, T< EFT,
JZIEh I (F0. FEERA, TN HITB,
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IEVANYAS:

cED(FLC:

WIEM DL ofzd,

ERSAY AT

ROMANIZATION

TANAKA AKIRA:

SATO KEIKO:

TANAKA YUNA:

SATO KEIKO:

TANAKA YUNA:

SATO KEIKO:

TANAKA YUNA:

SATO KEIKO:

ENGLISH

AKIRA TANAKA:

KEIKO SATO:

YUNA TANAKA:

Sato-san, danna-san wa?

A, shujin wa, haisha ni iki mashita. Sugu, kimasu.

Hai, oba-chan. Kore, ageru.

Kore wa nani?

Tsurul!

Uwa. Jozu. Dare ga tsukutta no?

Yuna ga tsukutta no.

Sugoi ne.

Where's your husband, Mrs. Sato?

Oh, my husband went to the dentist. He'll be coming soon.

Here you are! I'll give this to you.

CONT'D OVER



KEIKO SATO: What's this?
YUNA TANAKA: A crane!
KEIKO SATO: Wow! It's very good! Who made it?
YUNA TANAKA: | made it!
KEIKO SATO: That's great!
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
immediately, soon;
ERS g< sugu Adv
wow, great,
90 9L sugoi amazing; Adj(i)
3) <3 tsukuru to make ;V1
3 Zn dare who
skilled, good at;Ad]
F C&DT jozu (na)
HIFD HIFD ageru to give ;V2
HEERA HEERA oba-chan auntie
BREE (FOVL haisha dentist
I=F; [ IZ AT danna husband
B ) <3 kuru to come;V3

SAMPLE SENTENCES



ITEET,

Sugu, ikimasu.

I'm going soon.

RREICcLTY,

Tokyb wa sugoi desu.

Tokyo is great.

AZEE>TUEI D,

Nani o tsukutte imasu ka?

What are you making?

HOANIHEHTTD,

Ano hito wa dare desu ka.

Who is that person?

JavOBARFEEFILEFTID,

Jon no nihon-go wa jozu desu ka.

Is John's Japanese good?

RUICREE DT,

Kanojo ni tokei o ageta.

| gave my girlfriend a watch.

REBDFNARD D,

Haisha no yoyaku ga aru.

| have a dentist appointment.

BHETAICELB UL,

Danna-san ni yoroshiku.

Say hello to your husband.

BEH(IABCKI I,

Densha wa nan-ji ni kimasu ka.

What time will the train come?

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Usage of the Particles Wa and Ga

chnigm?
Kore wa nani?
"What's this?"

In this lesson, you'll learn the difference between wa and ga in questions.

(& [wa]

As we learned in lesson 1, we use the particle wa to mark the topic of a sentence. In a
guestion, when a question word such as nani ("what") or dare ("who") is in the predicate,
we mark the nominative (which is basically the subject) with the particle wa.



Question Sentences

Nominative Particle Question Verb "Translation”
Word

cn (& fa] I,
Kore wa nan desu ka. "What's this?"
HDA (& E I, "Who is that
Ano hito wa dare desu ka. person?”
FEH (& LD I, "When's your
Tanjobi wa itsu desu ka. birthday?"

E BUFLU
b B 5 20 whodid Ken
Ken wa dare kto aimashita meet?"

a.

We also mark the nominative by wa in the answer to the question. However, we often
omit the nominative plus the particle wa.

AnswerSentence

Nominative Particle Verb “Translation”

chn S (G

Kore wa sakana desu. "It's fish."

HDA (& HAZFA [GCR "That person

Ano hito wa Tanaka-san desu ka. is Tanaka."

FEEH (& BAH [GR "My birthday

Tanjobi wa ashita desu . Is tomorrow.”
E FUFEL

T (& HHESA J= "Ken met Mr.

Ken wa Tanaka-san toaimashita. ~ Tanaka."

In the conversation, when the question word is clear from the context, we leave the rest
of the sentence after the particle wa out.

Examples:



Full Shortened “Translation”

BISAIL ECTID, =

- H ?
Danna-san wa doko desu =P/ SYEY "Where's your husband?"

ka? Danna-san wa?

CHEXNSE LA TID, => "What's the order?"
Go-chiimon wa nan desu CHEX(S? ("What are you going to
ka. Go-chGmon wa? order?")

Mlgal

In a question, when a question word is the nominative (basically the subject of the
sentence), the particle ga comes afterit.

Question Sentence

Question Word Particle Predicate “Translation”

E m HETITH, "Who is the

Dare ga shacho desu ka president?”

E m S0FLEH,

Dare ga iimashita ka. "Who said that?"

faf m BEFFLZD,

Nani ga okimashita ka. "What happened?”
TEICITETFET

ED/T X m . "Which bus goes to

Dono basu ga kaké ni ikimasu ka. ~ the airport?”

Answering Sentence

When answering questions, we mark the nominative by the particle ga. However, we
often replace the particle ga and whatever follows with desu.

Examples:

Question: EEMEWL I LTzh\,



Dare ga iimashita ka?
"Who said it?"

Answer HFRFTAMREWVWE LI,
Tanaka-san ga iimashita.
"Mr./Ms. Tanaka said it."

Answer: HRETATY,

Tanaka-san desu.
"Mr./Ms. Tanaka did."

Question:
EDNIPNRBECTE I Ih,
Dono basu ga ku ko ni ikimasu ka.

"Which bus goes to the airport?"

Answer:
HDNZAREFICITETEIT.
Ano basu ga kaké ni ikimasu.
"That bus goes to the airport.”

Answer: HD/\XTY
Ano basu desu.
"That bus does."

Reference

(& [wa] - topic marker, see Lesson 1
(C [ni] - movement toward a place, purpose of the movement, see Lesson 5

Practice

Fill in the blanks with the particle wa or ga.

. N ( ) A9 H,
Are ()nan desu ka.
"What is that?"

2, EN ( ) HILIEDTI
Dore () anata no desu ka.
"Which one is yours?"



3. DIV | ) ECICITETIIN\,
Kono basu () doko ni ikimasu ka.
"Where does this bus go?"

. EDIR ( ) BRICITEE T,
Dono basu () Tokyd ni ikimasu ka.
"Which bus goes to Tokyo?"

5. LD ( ) I\—FT 1 —TIh\,
Itsu ()pati desu ka.
"When is the party?"

6. IN—FT 11— | ) LWDTIhH\,
Pati ()itsu desu ka.
"When is the party?"

Answer:
1)wa, 2) ga, 3)wa, 4) ga, 5) ga, 6) wa



