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LESSON NOTES

Particles #2
You Can Speak More Languages
with Japanese Particles O and Ga!
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KAN]JI

(FU\F: MDEANE. BRZELTVE T,

BR: N—o REFE?

(FU\F: WXo EAR>FPERENTEEI,

BR: (FTOWFSTAEFREENDNSD ?
(FU\F: M7 EE. PEEEMRELI LS

Tt - - BNFL. (R)

KANA

(FLC: DELOL CAIE, D5P<ELTUVET,

HE5: N— RUL\C7?

(FUL\C: WX LRUAIEI B SCKCMTEZET,

HE5: (TOWCTAE EwSICLCRDNSB?

(FU\C: PEL?DIZLETHL. 55K T RAZTLIDOLFE LR,

TE- - - DINF Lz, (H5WV)

ROMANIZATION

KEIKO: Watashi no shujin wa, tsiyaku o shiteimasu.

CONT'D OVER



> AKIRA: Hé. Eigo?

5. KEIKO: le. Shujin wa chigoku-go ga dekimasu.
4. AKIRA: Keiko-san mo chugoku-go ga wakaru?
5. KEIKO: Watashi? Watashi mo mukashi, chGgokugo wo benkyd shimashita.

Demo... wasuremashita. (warai)

ENGLISH

1 KEIKO: My husband is an interpreter.

> AKIRA: Wow! Of English?

5. KEIKO: No, my husband can speak Chinese.

4. AKIRA: Do you also understand Chinese?

5. KEIKO: Me? | also studied it a long time ago.

But...I've forgotten it. (laughs)

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
REE ZU\C Eigo English

i interpreter,

R D54< tsiyaku interpretation
FA Lw A shujin one's husband

rhEzE 55K C chigoku-go Chinese language




in the old days,

= TmL mukashi former, before
A S IS RAZTELDSTS benkyd-suru to study;V3
wNd NIND wasureru to forget, V2
Tt Tt demo but, however
SAMPLE SENTENCES
HEBRDMADZTITH, RN ETY,

Eigo ga wakarimasu Kka.

Do you understand English?

Tsuyaku ga hitsuyé desu.

We need an interpreter.

MDEANSHEERTY,

Watashi no shujin wa shaché desu.

My husband is a company president.

MIHEBZHE LTI,

Watashi wa chigokugo o hanashimasu.

| speak Chinese.

. BRCTTEI LR,

Mukashi, nihon ni ikimashita.

| went to Japan a long time ago.

MI—FRAERFE=MLRLE LT,

Watashi wa ichi-nen-kan Nihon-go o benkyd
shimashita.

| studied Japanese for a year.

BNFE LT,

Wasuremashita.

| forgot.

WBMIETI, TE. RCMESULT
ER

Inu ga suki desu. Demo, neko ga kirai desu.

| like dogs. But | dislike cats.

GRAMMAR

In This Lesson, We'll Look at the Particles & and X

EARFEHEBERTE T I

Shujin wa chugoku-go ga dekimasu.
"My husband can speak Chinese."




In this lesson, you'll learn two particles that mark the object of a verb.

Object Marker &, o

We often refer to the particle oas the "object marking particle" or "object marker"
because o comes after the direct object of an action.

We spell it Z in Hiragana and the pronunciation is [0].

Examples:

i HH PIFHEERHET.

Asa, watashi wa shinbun o yomimasu.
"I read the newspaperin the morning."

2. REHACEAZEBARICEA.

Watashi wa asa gohan o tabemasen.
" don't eat breakfast."

Z[o]: ~osuru

We can add the particle oand the verb suru ("to do") to a Sino-Japanese compound word
orloan word to turn it into a transitive verb. We often omit the o.

Example:
Japanese "English” Japanese “English"
e g (&) 935
benkyd "study” (noun) => benkyb (o) suru "to study”
E: "telephone” (noun) FBEE (&) 93
denwa => denwa (0) suru "to call"
JwD JwD (&) 93
nokku "knock" => nokku (o) suru "to knock"
T _R X (&) 93
tenisu "tennis" => tenisu (0) suru "to play tennis"

%[o]: ~oshiteiru
The particle oplus shiteiru (the present progressive form of the verb suru), can follow the



name of an occupation or position.
Examples:
1. MOREF, HtEZLTULSD,

Watashi no chichi wa, shacho o shiteiru.
"My fatheris a company president."

o HMOKRIZEBIIAXRSHFEL TLIS,
Watashi no tomodachi wa opera kashu o shiteiru.
"A friend of mine is an opera singer."

M ga]

Ga marks the object of verbs of ability such as dekiru ("can do"), wakaru ("understand"),
and the potential form of verbs.

Examples:

. REFIXNTELT,

Watashi wa chesu ga dekimasu.
" can play chess."

o RMISTVEIDOIDTT,
Watashi wa raten-go ga wakarimasu.
"l understand Latin."

Compare the following two sentences:

1 |H. IEFREZEFE LI,
Mainichi, watashi wa nihon-go o hanashimasu.
"| speak Japanese every day."

o FIFEBAREHNFEEIT.
Watashi wa nihon-go ga hanasemasu.
"| can speak Japanese."

Reference




o |& [ wal-thetopic marking particle, see Lesson 1

° E [ mo]-"also" or "too," see Lesson 1

o D[ nol-markspossession, asin"-'s," see Lesson 1

Practice

Fill in the blanks with the particle oor ga.

1. FAFEHCEA ( IBREITA, .
Watashi wa asa-gohan () tabemasen.
" don't eat breakfast."

0. FAITEZF ( ) OHT A,
Watashi wa kanji () yomemasen.
" can't read kaniji."

3. SovO—R ( ) LTLTIEEu,
Daunrédo () shite kudasai.
"Please download it."

4, SovO—R ( ) CETIEEA,
Daunrodo () dekimasen.
“| can't download it."

5. FFH. BE ( ) LE LTz,
Kino, denwa () shimashita.
" made a phone call yesterday."

6. B ( ) DMWDFEA,
Michi () wakarimasen.
"l don't know the way."

Answer:
1)o2)ga3)o4)gab)o6)ga



