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LESSON NOTES

Particles #16

Japanese Particles Yori, No hou,
Ga, Wa, To, and De Make
ComparisonsaNo-brainer!
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ROMANIZATION

(Terebi. Kuizu)

ANAUNSA:

CHARENJA:

(pinpon)

ANAUNSA:

Sekai de ichiban nagai kawa wa amazon-gawa desu. Maru
ka,batsu ka?

Batsu. Nairu-gawa!

Ichiban hayai dobutsu wa chita.
Dewa, tori no naka de, nani ga ichiban hayai desu ka.

CONT'D OVER
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CHARENUJA: Hayabusa ga ichiban hayai desu.

(pinpon)

ANAUNSA: Kanada to Chugoku to, dochira ga okii desu ka.
CHARENUJA: Etto... etto.... Chligoku no ho ga okii desu.

(bub)

ANAUNSA: Zannen! Chagoku yori Kanada no hd ga okii desu.
ENGLISH

(Quiz show on TV)

ANNOUNCER: The longestriver in the world is the Amazon River. True or false?

CONTESTANT: False, it's the Nile River!

(ding ding ding)

ANNOUNCER: The fastest animal is the cheetah.
Now, which is the fastest bird?

CONTESTANT: Falcons are the fastest.

(ding ding ding)

ANNOUNCER: Which is bigger, Canada or China?

CONTESTANT: Umm...let's see...China is bigger.

CONT'D OVER



10. (bubu)

11 ANNOUNCER: Oh, too bad! Canada is bigger than China.
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
14X g4 X kuizu quiz
KZFO) HHEO) okii big, large, huge; i-Adj
nrs nrs Kanada Canada
F—5— F—5— chita cheetah
(T (X T hayabusa falcon
among, between,
=s A9 naka inside
5 alls) tori bird
&1 ESHRD dobutsu animal
RN (EX20) hayai fast, quick; i-Adj
X-mark, incorrect
Eyw) Eyw) batsu answer
) 3 maru circle, correct
7YYV HEFADD Amazon-gawa Amazon river
&L IER0 nagai long; Adj(i)
JI ave) kawa river
—& WEIEXA ichi-ban best, first
=57 ghH sekai world
too bad,
R SARA zannen

regrettable;Adj(na)

SAMPLE SENTENCES



D4 XEELS BT,

Kuizu bangumi o yoku mimasu.

| often watch quiz shows.

FPAIBEKRENTT,

Amerika wa okii desu.

The U.S. is huge.

ENFIATT,

Watashi wa Kanadajin desu.

I'm Canadian

F—B—(FT TYURICEATULD,

Chita wa Afurika ni sunde iru.

Cheetahs live in Africa.

BYETEOC ST ERFT LT

Débutsuen de hayabusa o mimashita.

| saw a falcon at the zoo.

BRYIOHT, FEAN—FBHFETI,

Tabemono no naka de sushi ga ichiban suki
desu.

| like sushi the best of all food.

BOBUTT,

Tori ga kirai desu.

| hate birds.

BYINFETI D,

Débutsu ga suki desu ka.

Do you like animals?

INREBEH, EE55DFSHENTI N,

Basu to densha, dochira no hé ga hayai desu ka.

Which is faster, a bus or a train?

CNBEZRIEEBTIN, EDTIH,

Kono kotae wa maru desu ka. Batsu desu ka.

Is this answer correct? Or incorrect?

FULWEXRICAZEDFELS L,

Tadashii kotae ni maru o tsukenasai.

Circle the correct answer.

PYIVINETSIIICHDFT,

Amazon-gawa wa Burajiru ni arimasu.

The Amazon River is in Brazil.

N ES AN

Jinsei wa nagai.

Life is long.

HA—KWIIZ. EBIITY,

Nihon ichi nagai kawa wa, Shinano-gawa desu.

The longest river in Japan is Shinanogawa.

FET D SDHEFEIN—BHEI

Watashi wa ikura no sushi ga ichiban suki da.

My favorite sushi is ikura (salted salmon roe).

BORBRIHHR—HU L0,

Haha no rydri wa sekai ichi oishii.

My mom'’s cooking is the best in the world.

FCTI1

Zannen desu ne.

That's too bad.

GRAMMAR



The Focus of This Lesson Is Particles We Use for Comparisons.

HRT—FBEEWVWIIZ 7YY VIITT,
Sekai de ichiban nagai kawa wa amazon gawa desu.,
“The longest riverin the world is the Amazon River."

In this lesson, you'll learn particles that are useful when comparing things.

& D (yor), M7 (no ho)

When comparing two items, we often use the particles yori, meaning "than," and no ho,
meaning "the one on this side/direction." We place yoriafter the item that is the lesser of
the two, while we place no ho after the item that is superior.

A yori= more than A

Bnohbga __ =Bismore

Please see how we use them togetherin these example sentences.

Examples:
. HBEDODRODAEREETT,

Neko yori inu no ho ga suki desu.
" like dogs better than cats."

o CEROAMNIIVEDZWTT,
Gohan no ho ga pan yori yasui desu.
"Rice is cheaperthan bread."

M (ga)

When choosing one out of a list of two or more items, the particle ga marks the choice
the speaker makes. No ho is not necessary, but if you do use it, remember that you can
only use it when you are comparing two items.

Examples:
. —BA&XDbZH (DIED) "EUTT,

Ichi-gatsu yori ni-gatsu (no hd) ga samui desu.
"February is colder than January."



2. NAHN—FZBLITT,
Hachibatsu ga ichiban atsui desu.
"August is the hottest."

As we learned in the ninth and tenth lessons, when a question word is the subject, the
particle ga comes afterit.

Examples:

1. AANR—BENTIH,
Nan-gatsu ga ichiban samui desu ka.
"What month is the coldest?"

0. AN—FBHFSTIN,
Nani ga ichiban suki desu ka.
"What do you like the best?"

3. £55 (DIED) NEPNWTIH,

Dochira (no hé) ga hayai desu ka.
"Which one is faster?"

(& (wa)

As we learned in the ninth lesson, when a question word is in the predicate, the particle
wa marks the nominative or nominative phrase.

Examples:
1 —BEsUVWEATIH,

Ichiban takai yama wa nan desu ka.
"What is the tallest mountain?"

0. KFFHLIN—YIIETITH,
Suki na supOtsu wa nan desu ka.
"What's your favorite sport?"

& (to)




We covered to, meaning "and" and "with," in the eighth lesson. When the speakeris
asking the listener to choose one item out of some choices, the particle tocomes after
every item in the list of choices. It's the equivalent of "or" in English in this case.

Examples:
. —BREZBEELES5 (DIED) WNEBULTIH,

Ichi-gatsu to ni-gatsu to dochira (no ho) ga samui desu ka.
"Which is colder, January or February?"

2, NXEBEE EESS (DIED) MIEPOTITH,
Basu to densha to dochira (no hd) ga hayai desu ka.
"Which is faster, the bus or the train?"

C (de)

In the seventh and fifteenth lessons, you learned the usage of the particle de. Ina
superlative sentence, de marks the area or category that the choices belong to. This
corresponds to "in" or "throughout" in English.

Examples:

. INLXREHEFT-ESWILTT,

Eberesuto wa sekai de ichiban takai yama desu.
"Mt. Everest is the highest mountain in the world."

When de expresses the area or category, sometimes the phrase no naka precedes it.

Examples:

1. FY)DOFT, AIR—BXSTO\TIH,
Débutsu no naka de nani ga ichiban &kii desu ka.
"What is the biggest of all the animals?"

2. HAROHT, FAN—BHSTY,

Nihonshoku no naka de sushi ga ichiban suki desu.
"I like sushi out of all Japanese food."

Reference



7\(ka) as a question marker = Lesson 4

(&(wa) as a topic marker = Lesson 1

D(no) s pecifies the category of the following noun = Lesson 3
7 (ga) marks the interrogative word = Lesson 9

- —

Practice

Fill in the blanks with the particle yori, no ho, to, or de.

1 B ( ) —BESZUL\IE, EXILTT,
Nihon () ichiban takai yama wa Fujisan desu.
"The tallest mountainin Japanis Mt. Fuji."

2. A ( ) RE EBES5 ( ) N, FETINH,
Niku () sakana to, dochira () ga suki desu ka.
"Which do you like better, meat or fish?"

3. AEDA ( ) WFETT,
Niku yori sakana ( ) ga suki desu.
"I like fish better than meat."

4. O ( ) AIR—FBFETTI N\,
Sakana no naka () nani ga ichiban suki desu ka?
"Which fish do you like best?"

5. R1W ( ) BA ( ) MKEUVTT,
Doitsu () nihon () ga okii desu.
"Japanis biggerthan Germany."

Answer:
1.de; 2. to, noho, 3. noho, 4.de, 5. yori, no ho



