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LESSON NOTES

Particles #14

Casually Speaking, Have Some Fun
with Japanese Particles, No, Na,
Kana, and Jan!
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JZIENHES:

ESEB351,

ROMANIZATION

TANAKA(TSUMA):

TANAKA AKIRA:

TANAKA(TSUMA):

TANAKA AKIRA:

TANAKA(TSUMA):

TANAKA AKIRA:

ENGLISH

TANAKA'S WIFE:

AKIRA TANAKA:

TANAKA'S WIFE:

AKIRA TANAKA:

Buji datta no? Yokatta jan.

SO da na.

Benky0 no sutoresu ka na.

SO daro na.

"Benky0 shiro" "Terebi miruna" "Manga yomu na" "Tomodachi to

asobu na"...
Mainichi mainichi benky0 dake... Ma, kawaiso da yo na.

0O-ka-san mo hansei shita kana?

Do daro ne.

He was found safe? That's great.

Yeah.

| wonder if it was stress from studying?

Probably.

"Study more!" "Don't watch TV!" "Don't read manga!" "Don't play with
your friends!"

It was just study, study every day. Well, | feel sorry for him.
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5. TANAKA'S WIFE:

5. AKIRA TANAKA:

| wonder if the mother is regretting it.

It's hard to say.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
i1 U buji safe, safely
to regret or reflect on
R&EID (FABVT S hansei suru what one has done
MOWZE>S Yol Akaks! kawaiso poor, pitiful; Adj(na)
iz Z3 dake only, just
B#H EJAIES mainichi every day
to play, to hang out;
UEDN) HER asobu Vi
RIc5 EELESE tomodachi friend
El By KO yomu to read;V1
YR YUH manga comic, manga
TLE TLE terebi TV
fnd RAZT LD benkyo study
AL X AL X sutoresu stress
HETA HFh& T A o-ka-san mother

SAMPLE SENTENCES

WMECSEICRO I
Buji ni uchi ni kaetta.

| got home safely.

RE LSO\,

Hansei shinasai.

You should reflect on what you did.




MDUVZESTI 1,

Kawaiso desu ne.

That's a pity, isn't it?

10A7Z1F. ML TLIES L,

Ju-en dake, kashite kudasai.

Could you lend me just 10 yen?

#H., X9—N\vHOXTI—Et—%&58>5,

Mainichi, Sutabakkusu de kéhi o kau.

| buy coffee at Starbucks everyday.

SHEORRER. BN ?

Konshd no nichi-yobi, asobanai?

Do you want to hang out this Sunday?

RESHVWE TN,

Tomodachi ga imasu ka.

Do you have friends?

EAEERETHE I D

Donna hon o yomimasu ka.

What kind of books do you read?

#BA. VVAAXEED,

Maitsuki manga-bon o kau.

| buy a comic book every month.

TLERECTTh,

Terebi wa doko desu ka.

Where is the TV?

BN KIFETY,

Benkyd ga daisuki desu.

| love studying.

AL RERCEITN,

Sutoresu o kanjimasu ka?

Do you feel stressed out?

HERTA>STRTI N,

O-ka-san wa o-genki desu ka.

How's your mother?

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Usage of Sentence-ending Particles.

IHh-olZU A,
Yokatta jan.
“That's great."

In the previous lesson, we learned about some particles that attach to the end of a
sentence toindicate the speaker's feelings and tone. In this lesson, you'll learn more
sentence-ending particles such as no, na, kana, and jan.



®D (no)

Asyou learned in Lesson 4, when we use no as a sentence-ending particle, it indicates a
colloguial question. When we use noin that way, we say this nowith rising intonation.
When we say nowith falling intonation, it serves to soften the statement. Women and
children usually employ this second usage.

Colloquial Question
The sentence-ending particle no said with rising intonation indicates a colloquial
question.

For Example:

i SH.AT30, (1)

Ky0 nani suru no?
"What are you going to do today?"

Softening the Statement
The sentence-ending particle nosaid with falling intonation softens the statement.
Women and children usually use noin this way.

1 ERICT<D, (|)
Gakko iku no.
"I'm going to go to school."

& (na)

The particle na indicates emotion, softens the speaker's assertion, or and also asks for
agreement in informal speech. It can also follow the dictionary form of a verb to express a
negative imperative or prohibition.

Softening the Speaker's Feeling or Assertion
Male speakers often use this na. Speakers often prolong the final vowel, a, and
pronounce this word as na.

For Example:
1, CDEFFVE S,

Kono kuruma wa takai na.
"What an expensive caritis!"



2, ZOEE S,
SO da na.
"Right..."

Seeking Agreement from the Listener
In this usage, the speaker does not prolong the final vowel. Male speakers usually use this

na.

For Example:

1. SHEEULHY,

Kyo wa samui na.
"It's cold today, isn't it?"

. BARI(IEEERK,

Ashita wa nichiyobi da na.
"It's Sunday tomorrow, right?"

Expressing a Negative Imperative
We use the structure [dictionary form of a verb] + na to express an informal negative
imperative. In other words, it is a very strong command saying not do to something. It's

equivalent to "Don't..." in English.

For Example:

1 EEIIL,
Hanasu na.
"Don't speak.”

2, KDL,

Kuru na.
"Don't come."

DI (ka na)

The particle kana expresses the speaker's uncertainty about something. We use it as a
guestion to oneself or as a request to the listener. It's equivalent to "l wonder..." in
English. Speakers sometimes prolong the last vowel, a, as in kana.

For Example:



1. BEIEIEFH S HVL,
Kaigi wa san-ji kara kana.
"I wonder whether the meeting is at three."

2 ESLTHIL,
Do shite kana.
" wonder why."

3. BAHSH(CESNBIHL,
Ashita kaisha ni korareru kana?
“I'm wondering whether you can come to work tomorrow."

U % A (jan)

Janis the contracted form of janai, which means "isn't it." People in a comparatively
young generation use this particle to confirm or to criticize something in an informal way.

For Example:
i LWLL A,

li jan.
"That's good, isn't it!"
o HEH. E2C» A,

Kino itta jan.
"I told you yesterday! (Didn't I?1)"

Reference

@D (no) indicates a colloquial question = Lesson 4
£ (mo) means "too" or "also" = Lesson 1

Practice

Fill in the blanks with the particles no, na, kana, or jan. Do not use the same particle
twice.



1. B2z ( ) .
Itta ().
"I told you, didn't I?"

o 17< | ) .
lku ().
"“Don't go!"

3. BAE. ZRI(C1T< (
Ashita gakko niiku ().
"Are you going to go to school tomorrow?"
a. BHH. R’ ( ) .
Ashita, ame ().

77

"l wonder whether it's going to rain tomorrow..."

Answer:

1)jan, 2) na, 3) no, 4) kana



