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LESSON NOTES

Particles #15
We Agree...We Have Strong

Feelings About Japanese Particles
Ne, Yo, Wa, Ze,and Zo!
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ROMANIZATION

TANAKA AKIRA:

SEITO:

SEITO NO OYA:

SEITO:

SEITO NO OYA:

SEITO:

TANAKA AKIRA:

SEITO:

ENGLISH

Soka. Ja, kuko de hikoki o miteitanda ne.
Shinpai shitanda ze.

Hai. Sumimasen.

O-ka-san, shinpai shita wa.

MO, benkyo shitakunakattanda yo.

... O-ka-san, warukatta wa.
ltsumo( benkyd, benkyd) itte.

Ka-san wa warukunai yo.... Gomennasai.

Ma, buji de yokatta yo. Sa, kaeru zo.

Hai.

CONT'D OVER



AKIRA TANAKA: | see. So, you were at the airport watching the planes.
We were worried about you.

CHILD: I'm sorry.

CHILD'S | was so worried!!

MOTHER:

CHILD: | just didn't want to study anymore.

CHILD'S It's my fault.

MOTHER: | kept telling you to "study, study!"

CHILD: It's not your fault. I'm sorry.

AKIRA TANAKA: Well, we're glad you're safe. C'mon, we're going home.

CHILD: Okay.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
F1E il seito student
fes RNAET LD benkyd study
AIA LA ii good; Adj(i)
to return, to go

= 55) Nz kaeru home: V1

COHAEZ L), COHOAIEEU, Gomen nasai. I'm sorry. (apology)
=0 n30) warui bad;Adj(i)
e U buji safe, safely

HETA HhdTA 0-ka-san mother




worry, concern;Ad]

1o L AIE0) shimpai (na)
RITHE 0C>& hikoki airplane
SAMPLE SENTENCES
FEFEFEDRICEREZ LI, BN KFE T,

Sensei wa seito no oya ni denwa o shita.

The teacher called the student's parents.

Benkyd ga daisuki desu.

| love studying.

cNEFFTS<ULLTT,

Kore wa sugoku ii desu.

This is really good.

PAVUALRD VT,

Amerika ni kaeritai desu.

| want to go back to the US.

ARHE(CCSHALZ L,

Honté ni gomennasai

I'm really sorry.

BLBER,

Warui yume o mita.

| had a bad dream.

|E(CSBICRO .
Buji ni uchi ni kaetta.

| got home safely.

HERTA>STRTI N,

O-ka-san wa o-genki desu ka.

How's your mother?

DEHDIEA, AXKXTTY,

Shipai arimasen. Daijébu desu.

Don't worry. It's all right.

AARGFIELD T, RITHE(L & TEMERIL
RBEFETY,

nihon wa rettdo nanode, hikoki wa totemo benrina
kotstshudan desu.

Since Japan is a country with many islands,
airplanes are a very convenient means of travel.

RITENEFTI,
Hikoki ga nigate desu.

| don't like airplanes.

GRAMMAR



The Focus of This Lesson Is the Usage of Sentence-ending Particles.

C» ZETRTHEE BTULRARER.

Ja, kiko de hikoki o miteitanda ne.
"So, you were at the airport watching the planes."

In this lesson and the following lesson, you'll learn some particles that are attached to the
end of a sentence toindicate the speaker's feelings and tone. In this lesson, you'll learn
the sentence-ending particles ne, yo, wa, ze, and zo.

13 (ne)

The particle ne seeks agreement or confirmation from the listener. It corresponds to a tag
guestion in English, such as "isn't it?"/ "doesn't it?"/"aren't you?"/"don't you?" and so on.

Seeking confirmation and agreement
Examples:
1. SHEEWR,

Kyo wa samui ne.
"It's cold today, isn't it?"

2, OF93I—Z—3dAldTSIILATITA,
Ronaujinyo-san wa Burajiru-jin desu ne.
"Ronaldinho is Brazilian, isn't he?"/"Ronaldinho, you're Brazilian, aren't you?"

Softening arequest
We also use ne to soften a sentence.

Example:

1 X=)b&ELET LR,

Meéru o kudasai ne.
"Please e-mail me, would you?"

Please note that we can use ne after both informal and formal sentences. However, we
cannot attach it to a non-polite imperative sentence.

Examples:



1. "Please read the lesson notes."
= x LW/ —KEZGOHT,
Ressun ndto o yome ne.
= O LYRYVJ)—rZEHEATH,
Ressun noto o yonde ne.
= O LYV J—FEHATLLEITL,
Ressun noto o yonde kudasai ne.

Prolonged ne, ne

When we prolong ne, it often expresses the speaker's feeling or excitement. In other
words, né creates an exclamatory sentence.

Example:

1. SN~ N, FLiLL\ax,
Uwa. Kore oishii né.
"Wow. This is really delicious!!"

& (yo)

The particle yo expresses the speaker's strong conviction or assertion about something

that it is assumed that the listener doesn't know. It is equivalent to the expressions "l tell
you" or "you know" in English.

Strong conviction orassertion

Examples:

. SHIERAEHTIN.

Kyo wa getsu-yobi desu ne.
"Today's Monday, isn't it?"

o EBULWEIT K NEHTI K,
Chigaimasu yo. Ka-yobi desu yo.
"No, it's Tuesday (you know)."

Used with requests

The particle ne can come before either formal or informal requests. However, requests
that end in yo are stronger than requests that end in ne.

Example:



1.

A= LE< TV,

Meéru o kudasai yo.
"Please be sure to e-mail me, okay?"

Followed by the particle ne
As we use ne to seek confirmation and yoto indicate assertion, "sentence + yo ne"

means "l assert that..., but don't you agree?" or "l assert that..., but am I right?" This ne

has rising intonation.
Example:
SE(IBEFNSTI L13,

Kaigi wa san-ji kara desu yo ne.
"The meeting is at three o'clock, am | right?"

1.

D (wa)

The particle wa expresses a weak assertion, desire, intent, emotion, and so on. It's often
used to soften what the speakeris saying, and is usually used by older female speakersin

this way.
Indicates the speaker's feeling
Example:

D2N~, N, FLILLD,
Uwa. Kore oishii wa.

"Wow. How delicious it is!"

Please note that we spell this sentence-ending particle wa using 12 in hiragana.

= (ze)

Male speakers use the particle ze in informal speech to add force and emphasis to a
sentence.

Making a declaration

Examples:



1 TEERDE,
Ganbaru ze.
“I'm going to give it my best shot."

o {TCSHE,
ko ze.

"Let's go!"

£ (z0)

Male speakers use the particle zoin informal speech to add force to a sentence. It
corresponds to "l tell you" or "you know" in English. Native Japanese speakers claim zo has
a somewhat stronger connotation than ze, and also that whereas zois rather self-
oriented, ze is usually used to tell someone something emphatically. Please note that
both zo and ze are informal expressions so you cannot use them with formal speech.

Indicating a command
Example:
1. IB3Z,

Kaeru zo.
"Let's go home."

Also used forself-directed speech

Example:

1. THRDE |
Ganbaru zo.
“'candoit!"

Reference

C (de) marks the place for action = Lesson 7
%Z (0) as an object marker = Lesson 2
(& (wa) as a topic marker = Lesson 1



Practice

Fill in the blanks with the particle ne, yo, wa, ze, or zo.

1. 2UTT ( ) .
Atsui desu ().
“It's hot, isn't it?"

2. AI\—Ta—(IKEHTT ( ) .
Pati wa Sui-yobi desu ().
A: "The party is on Wednesday, right?"
BEWVWFT ( ) . RNEHTT (
Chigai masu (). Moku-yobi desu ().
B: "No, it's not. It's Thursday, you know."

3. JERD ( ) .
Ganbaru ().
"I do my best." (in masculine speech)

4. LR VIR4ARHNSTI K ( ) .
Ressun wa yo-ji kara desu yo ().
"The lesson is at four o'clock, am | right?"

Answer:

1) ne, 2) ne, yo, yo, 3)zo, 4)ne



