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LESSON NOTES

Particles #11

What Do Football, Baseball, and
the Japanese Particle Wa HaveIn
Common?
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ROMANIZATION

SATO(OTTO): Hé. Tanaka-san wa futtosaru o surundesu ka.

TANAKA AKIRA: Ee. renshl wa taihen desu ga, shiai wa tanoshii desu.
Kondo, rensht ni kimasen ka.

SATO(OTTO): Un. Yakyd wa tokui desu ga, sakka wa chotto...

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1 MR. SATO: Wow, so do you play soccer, Mr. Tanaka?

> AKIRA TANAKA: Yes, | do. Practice is tough, but the games are a lot of fun.
Would you like to come to our next practice session?

5. MR. SATO: Well, I'm good at baseball, but not at soccer...
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
Jwv kT Jw YL futtosaru futsal
forte, strong point, be
5= £ tokui good at; Adj(na)
FFEK PEWS yaky baseball
X3 <3 kuru to come; V3
next time, another
SE CAE kondo e
LW =D L tanoshii fun;Adj (i)
B = L&y shiai game, match
serious, terrible,
N = OANA taihen tough, in trouble; Adj
(na)
wE nNALYS renshd practice
HYwa— HYwia— sakka soccer, football

SAMPLE SENTENCES

BEAER. Ty hTILELE T,

Maishd getsu-yobi futtosaru o shimasu.

| play futsal every Monday.

FIET J MSETT,

Watashi wa piano ga tokui desu.

I'm good at the piano.




BREDFIKKETHS FFE] [IBH

IEKETY,
Okosei no yakyu taikai dearu ""késhien"" wa
yumei na taikai desu.

A famous baseball event is the "Koshien", which
is a high school baseball tournament held each
summer.

BFENFIKZ L TU S,

Senshu-tachi ga yakyu o shite iru.

The players are playing baseball.

FIKGEFZEE. FHRHERBSLLWOELE
FEBECLF LT,

Yakyu senshu-tachi wa kodomo to subarashii
hitotoki o sugoshimashita.

The baseball players had a wonderful time with
the children.

ROBE(IABRICKEI TN,

Tsugi no densha wa nan+ji ni kimasu ka.

What time does the next train come?

Cr». ISE,

Ja, mata kondo.

See you next time!

EHLUHNDIZTY,

Tanoshikatta desu.

It was fun.

AEE8RMNS5TY,

Shiai wa hachi-ji kara desu.

The game starts at 8 o'clock.

REF—HE D2,
Taihen na ichinichi datta.

It was a rough day.

E7 ) DENKEUVT LT,

Piano no renshid ga daikirai deshita.

| hated piano practice.

19994 L. BADY v H—I(d)-1 &J-2
DSREDDV—ORHDET,

sen kyahyaku kyaju kyanen iké, nihon no sakka

wa jeiwan to jeitsd no futatsu no rigu ga arimasu.

Since 1999, the Japanese soccer league has
had two divisions: J-1 and J-2.

Ty A—-NEFTI,
Sakka ga nigate desu.

I'm bad at playing soccer.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Usage of the Particle Wa.



BEEXETIN HBEGEFELNTI,

Renshu wa taihen desu ga, shiai wa tanoshii desu.
"Practice is tough, but the games are a lot of fun."

In this lesson, you'll learn more about the particle wa.

Topic Marking Particle (& [ wa ]

Asyou learned in Lesson 1, the particle wa marks the topic of a sentence. Because of this,
we often call wa the topic marking particle, and we can translate it as "as for X," or
"speaking of X," in English.

DIEUIEZIRTIANTTY,
Watashi wa supein-jin desu.
"I'm Spanish."

In Lesson 9, you also learned that the particle wa never marks WH-words such as nani
("what") and dare ("who").

Who is going to the party?

— O HRNR—FTr—lCfTT= I D,
Dare ga pati ni ikimasu ka.

— x HENRN—Fr—CfTF=FTIhH.
Dare wa pati ni ikimasu ka.

Contrastive Marker ..(&...[3 [..wa...wa ]

We also use the particle wa to show contrast between two items or ideas. When we use it
in this way, we mark the two items being contrasted with wa.

Here's how to show contrast using wa. When focusing on the object of the sentence to
show contrast, replace oor ga with wa. In English, we often show this same kind of
contrast through intonation (Note the use of words in bold letters in the examples below).

Form Japanese “English"

(DIZUIL) RERRE
d,

[ (Watashi wa) sakana o "l eat fish."
tabemasu.




(DzUIF) REBARFE

A,

(Watashi wa) niku o "I don't eat meat."
tabemasen.

(DIZUIL) RITFRARE
9., CEAIFRBANEH

A, "l eat fish, but | don't eat
(Watashi wa) sakana wa meat."

tabemasu. Demo, niku wa
tabemasen.

1+2

Form Japanese “English"

(D72 L13) FEDH D &
g.

1 (Watashi wa )jikan ga ‘I have time."
arimasu.

(DELld) FPEDHDF
B,

arimasen.

(DL (3) FfETEH D E
J, TEB. bElEdHHFE

7z " have time, but | don't
(Watashi wa) jikan wa have money."

arimasu. Demo o-kane wa

arimasen.

1+2

Sometimes, only one item oridea is marked by wa and mentioned in the sentence. In that
case, the speakeris trying to imply something. Compare the following two sentences:

i (MEURIEFETT,

(Watashi wa) inu ga suki desu.

2. (DIZURREHETTY,

(Watashi wa) inu wa suki desu.



Both sentences mean "l like dogs." Sentence 1 simply states that the speaker likes dogs.
Sentence 2, on the other hand, implies that the speaker likes dogs but also that there is
something that the speaker doesn't like in contrast ("l like dogs, as opposed to
[something else]").

Contrastive Marker (& [wa]

Sometimes, it's not clear whether the particle wa marks the topic or shows contrast. Here
are the general rules for wa showing contrast.

Stress
When we use wa as a contrastive marker, we sometimes stress the ...wa part. We also do
this in English (Note the words in bold letters below).

o RFHEMNHFETTT,
WATASHI WA mushi ga suki desu.
"(l don't about you or anyone else, but) /like insects."

. "HOBEEENSETT,
ANO EIGA WA yokatta desu.
"(I don't know about other movies, but) That movie was good."

Two or More Wa Particles in One Sentence
When more than one wa appears in one sentence, the first wa usually indicates the topic
and we use the rest to show contrast.

o MIFREBENDMNDIT,
Watashi wa eigo wa wakarimasu.
"l understand English."

s (RIEFSHIEHBEITERFELU,
Boku wa kyo wa osake wa nomanai.
" won't drink alcohol today."

Wa with OtherParticles
As we learned above, when showing contrast, we replace the particles ga and owith wa.

o HEEEMEULIUL, TE. #HFEEMELIETATULR,
Eigo wa benkyd shimashita. Demo sugaku wa benkyo shimasen deshita.
"| studied English, but I didn't study math."



For showing the contrast in location, there are two ways to do so.
One: Replace e or niwith wa
Two: Add wa to e or ni

° YEUYRMETETEI, cENIIOFN)ETETIEA,
Madrid (e) wa ikimasu. Demo Baruserona (e) wa ikimasen.
"I'm going to Madrid, but I'm not going to Barcelona."

When showing contrast with other particles such as ni (indicating time), add wa to ni, de,
kara, or made.

o N0RCEEESNTEA, TE11HEICEFEESNTT,

Ju-ji ni wa okiraremasen. Demo, juichi-ji ni wa okiraremasu.
" can't get up at ten, but | can get up at eleven."

Particle [ ga], Meaning "but"

When we use the particle ga between two clauses or at the end of sentences, it usually
means "but."

o VIZXREIHETTIMN, H—hrko—YEBFEILr+HDIEA,
Anime wa suki desu ga, katun wa suki ja arimasen.
"I like anime, but | don't like cartoons."

. THIEAN FEoTREL,

Sumimasen ga, tetsudatte kudasai.
"Excuse me; could you give me a hand?"

You'll learn more about double particles in Lesson 12.

Reference

(& [ wa ] topic marker, see Lesson 1
% [ o] object marker, see Lesson 2
(C [ ni] movement toward a place, purpose of the movement, see Lesson 5

Practice

Fill in the blanks with wa, oor ga.



1. = ( )y sLE L,
Dare () iimashita ka.
"Who said that?"

2, Dzl ( ) AXRT2VEE ( ) BB TUFE T,
Watashi () Supein-go () benkyd shiteimasu.
"I study Spanish." (General statement)

3. HARZEEIOHMNDET, TEESE ( ) DIWDFEEA,
Nihon-go wa wakarimasu. Demo Eigo () wakarimasen.
"I can understand Japanese, but | can't understand English."

4. DREUEHERIEHFETT ( ) . d—E—[F5 42L&,

Watashi wa o-cha wa suki desu (), kohi wa chotto...
" like tea, but I don't like coffee very much."”

5, X ) ==K ) FETT,
Sundéboédo () suki desu.
"I like snowboarding." (General statement)

6. HEBA ( ) ITEFX U, TEKXRERN ( ) fTEEEATLURE,
Kyoto e () ikimashita. Demo Osaka e () ikimasen deshita.
" went to Kyoto, but I didn't go to Osaka."

Answer:
1)ga, 2) wa, o, 3) wa, 4) ga, 5) ga, 6) wa, wa



