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LESSON NOTES
Onomatopoeia #16

How Did You Sleep Last Nightin
Japan?
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ROMANIZATION

YUbe wa, gussuri nemuremashita ka.
Sofu wa, terebi o minagara, utouto shiteiru.
Chichi wa, ibiki o kaite, gigu nemutteiru.

Aka-chan wa, suyasuya nemutteiru.
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1. Did you sleep well last night?

> Grandpa’s nodding off while watching television.

5. Dadis fast asleep and snoring.

4. The baby is sleeping peacefully.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
AN (OESYAN yube evening, last night
Clht ke Cht ke suyasuya sleeping soundly
fast asleep, snoring
<2OKD <KD gugu loudly
to doze off, to fall into
2EDE 2ED¢& utouto a light sleep
to sleep like a log, to
<o9n <o>9bh gussuri sleep soundly
mE»A HHVE» A akachan baby
WoEEHL WwWoEEHL ibiki 0 kaku to snore, V1
AR F 5 sofu grandfather
i) RLS nemuru to sleep;V1
5% 55 chichi father (humble)

SAMPLE SENTENCES

IR LLEBENED DT,

Yabe yoku nemurenakatta.

| couldn't sleep well last night.

RV I 7—DLET, TPRITPETLS,

Neko ga sofa no ue de suyasuya neteiru.

The cat is sleeping soundly on the sofa.




RlF., <SCS3EVTETENMNTUS, IEAc. DLSE&E2&LTLE DT,

Chichi wa guga to ibiki o kaite iru. Shigoto-cha ni tsui utouto shite shimatta.

My dad is snoring. | couldn’t help nodding off during work.

FES>ITDERED TUI, TRE % AEHULILY,

Watashi wa gussuri nemutte ita. Aka-chan wa kawaii.

| was sleeping like a log. Babies are cute.

MOBREKIFERF2 WUEEMNL, HROWSHEEZEES DO,

Watashi no kareshi wa tokidoki ibiki o kaku. Sofu kara otoshidama o moratta.

My boyfriend sometimes snores. | got a New Year's money gift from my
grandfather.

BH. 7TREASVED T,

Mainichi shichi-jikan kurai nemurimasu.

| sleep for about seven hours every day.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Onomatopoeia Describing Sleep.
IREE. CoIdDENTLED.

Yube wa gussurinemuremashita ka.
"Did you sleep well last night?"

In this lesson, you will learn some onomatopoeia that describe sleep, such as gussuri (<D
9D) , utouto (DED&E) gligd (¢S<D) and suyasuya (I1PF D) |

Onomatopoeia Describing Sleep

Sample Sentences

Japanese Romaji "English”




IXRE, <OTOENFE
Lreh,

Yube wa, gussuri
nemuremashita ka.

"Did you sleep well last
night?"

HARE, TLEZEREM
5. 2&2&LTLSB,

Sofu wa, terebi o

minagara, utouto shiteiru.

"Grandpa's nodding off
while watching television."

R, WOEFEHLWVT, <
S><SOEOTULS,

Chichi wa, ibiki o kaite,
gugu nemutteiru.

"Dad is fast asleep and
snoring."

MEP AL, TOT PR

Aka-chan wa, suyasuya

"The baby is sleeping

STLS nemutteiru. peacefully."
Target phrase
Japanese Romaji "English"
"to sleep like a log, to
. sleep soundly, tosleep
) .
<290 gussurt tight, to sleep fast"
"to doze off, fall into a
Sr5e stouto light sleep, drowsy, to nod
off"
<O D gugu "fast asleep (and snoring)"
FAPT AL suyasuya "to sleep peacefully”
Usage

® [gussuri/ gugu /suyasuyal + (to) nemuru/neru

® [ utouto] + (to) suru

Explanation

Gussuri (< > 9 D) indicates sleeping soundly. It is usually followed by the verb "to

sleep," nemuru or neru.

Utouto (S & S &) referstothe inability to resist drowsiness, such as dozing off or
nodding off. It refers to a light sleep that takes place outside of one's regular sleeping
hours. It's used together with the verb suru, "to do."

Guga (< > < D) describesan actual snoring sound. Ggld describes the state of



sleeping well often associated with snoring.
Suyasuya (9 X 9 ¥9) describes the state of someone sleeping comfortably and quietly
accompanied by the sound of light breathing.

Similaronomatopoeia

- "To doze off, to nod off"
S5DB5>5D5 993 [ utsurautsura suru]

Co2< D >2<HD T B[ kokkurikokkuri suru]

- "To have drowsy eyes, to be owl-eyed"
HMNEBAE T D[ megatorontosuru]

For Example:

1. REEMARLDT, BFF 52D525DUFE,
[ Kusuri o nonda node jugyd-chu utsura utsura shita.]

"Since | took some medicine, | became drowsy during class."

0. BEETIE. BEM. C><NHIT>2KHLTLSB,
[ Kokkai dewa giin ga kokkurikokkuri shiteiru. |
"The members of the Diet are nodding off during the Diet meeting."

3. BRULO?EREBSAELTUSRK,

[ Nemui no? Me ga toron to shite iru yo.]
"Are you sleepy? You've got drowsy eyes."

Example

Japanese

Romaji

"English”

IR MERE>IzD 2?2 <
SR> TL\ZHh 57
AEYAVA Sy it

Yube jishin ga atta no?
Gussuri nemutteita kara
wakaranakatta.

"There was an earthquake
last night? | didn't notice
it, because | was sleeping
like a log."

AE(IC. DLSESE
LTcLZEole,

Shigoto-chud ni tsui utouto
shite shimatta

"I couldn't help nodding
off during the work."

T, HFEERAT, <
S22 ERDTULS,

Ken wa o-sake o nonde
gugu to nemutteiru.

"Ken drank alcohol and is
fast asleep (and snoring)."




FOITPEERDOTLBER "He looks like an angel

(FREELDITTS Suyasuya to nemutteiru \t/)vhen he's fast asleep,
B kao wa tenshi na nonina... ut...
Practice

Choose the appropriate word in the brackets.

1. SUFDEIC, ( DEDE - <SS - <¢oTDh) LTe,
[Ranchi no ato ni (utouto/ gugud / gussuri ) shita. ]
" became drowsy after lunch."

0. BHFT. ( D&ESE - <29 ) EEoT —EBEEFHEHOE,
[Asa made (utouto/ gussuri ) nemutte ichido mo okinakatta. |
"I slept like a log and didn't even wake up once."

3. BDFFENC, ( <SS - THTHd ) EEoTUIS,
[Otoko no ko wa shizuka ni (gugu / suyasuya ) nemutte iru. |
"The boy is quietly fast asleep."

Answer:
1. S& D& [ utouto]

0. <D [gussuri]

3. AT [ suyasuya |



