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GRAMMAR

New JLPT N4 Prep Course Lesson 4
Language Knowledge (Grammar)

Starting in 2010, the format of some of the questions from the grammar and reading
comprehension section have changed. However, the purpose of this section remains the
same. In this section, you are tested on how well you know Japanese grammar, including
the usage of particles, verbs, adjective conjugation, and sentence structure, as well as
how well you can understand sentences written in Japanese. There are six types of

questions.

EAEV Number of Questions Type of Question
Choose the correct

: Fifteen questions grammar that fits the
sentence
Rearrange the given

5 Five questions words to create a

d meaningful sentence

Read a short passage and

3 S uesions select the part that fitsin
the passage

4 Four questions Read a short passage and
answer questions about it
Same as the fourth

5 O e question type with a
slightly longer passage
Search for the necessary

6 Six questions information from the

passage

In this lesson, we'll cover €A TZUL) 1 of the Language Knowledge and Reading

Comprehension section.

Sample Questions

EATEL



Instructions

OlcfaEs ANEZEIH, 1-2-3-4H5 LEE>A LWL EOE —D X5
ATLIZE0),

Fill in the blanks. Choose the best answer from 1 to 4.

Sample Question

(U&SULAT)
ATEE £S5 <IhH%E MFIELTE LWTTH, |
BFL\WX . IBEMBRERZE T ( ) . 4

. BAT <2V,

0. BREIELY TS,
3. BRFELSTE LWWTT,
.  BATE LWTT,

Answer: 1)

How to Prepare for EATE L\ 1

This section tests you on whether you can choose the correct grammar that fits in the
sentence. According to the guidelines, there are fifteen questions of this type. Please
make sure to go through and review the formation and meaning of the grammar
structures you have learned so far.

Grammar Forms

Let's review the grammar points that often appear on the JLPT.
Grammar that indicates intention or desire

o 2ED— [Verbindictionary form/naiform]+DED



For Example:

1. LCEZEPHDIDEDTT,
"l intend to quit my job."

o ~KDEEDS— [Verbinvolitional form]+ & &>
For Example:
1. LCEZPOHLOIERD,

"I'm thinking about quitting my job."

Auxiliary verbs that indicate reported speech
~5LW/~FDE/~KDE

— [Verb, Adjective(i), Verb in dictionary form/naiform]+ 5 UL/ EDE/KDIE

For Example:

1. dlUlz. HHNZBDS5 LU,

"| heard that it's going to rain tomorrow."

2. HBUIZ, HBHNIBEDIE,

" heard that it's going to rain tomorrow."

3. dLlz. HOHRIBDKLOE,

"It seems like it's going to rain tomorrow."

Both 5 L L) and FD7Z express hearsay, whereas & D1Z expresses an assumption based

on reliable firsthand information.

Auxiliary verbs that indicate that an action starts, ends, or continues

~FCHB/~129/~DDIB/~HNS

— [Verb inthe masustem]+(&UC83/129/DDFD/HNHD
The verb we use in these examplesis :5v&, meaning "torain."

For Example:



1. "It starts raining."
— O SIDECHD.
— HOHM™ ZDET

5 "It continues torain."

— HOHM SDDI(FB,

3. "It stops raining.."

— O™ SHDHFNDB,

Grammar forms that tell someone to do or not to do something
Imperative form of a verb (telling someone to do something)
— For Class 1 Verbs: Change the final -u column sound to the -e column sound.

For Example:

1. 73<—> 1717
"Go!"

— For Class 2 Verbs: Change the final & to 3.

For Example:

. BR3-> BR3
"Eat it!"

— For Class 3 Verbs: 93— L3 "Doit!"/ K3 E0L) "Come!"

Negative imperative marker 7k
— [Verb in dictionary form] +7&

For Example:
1 f7<— 7<%
"Don't go!"

o BRB - BR3BA
"Don't eat it!"

Polite imperative marker



L0
— [Verb in the masustem]+7& & L)

For Example:

1. 7<— TFELI0
"Go."

2. BR3-> BRI
"Eat it.”

Honorific Form

The grammar section often tests basic knowledge about honorific and humble or modest
expressions.

How to make the honorificform of a verb
& +[Verb in the masustem] [C7TLD

For Example:

i FKELESHBOICEDF UL,

"The teacher has already gone home." (honorific expression)

How to make the humble form of a verb
& +[Verb in the masustem]9 B

For Example:

. ENTE. ARZRKICEYESEIILET,

"Okay, I'll (humbly) bring your luggage to you at two o'clock tomorrow."

¥¢ For 9 3 verbs, the honorific prefix & is directly attached to the verb.

For Example:

1 PHEBFEID
"to (humbly) call"

Some



9 Bverbs are preceded by the honorific prefix C instead of &.

For Example:

1. CEiHAT B
"to (humbly) explain”

2, CRATD

"to (humbly) show one around"

Special verb forms for honorific and humble speech
There are some verbs that have special forms in honorific and humble speech. You will
basically need to memorize these verbs one by one.

Here are the top three verbs with special honorific/humble forms that often show up on
the JLPT:

Verb Honorific Form Humble Form
LB ("toexist") Ws>L»3 Hd

LD ("tosay") HFo>L»D £59

93 ("todo") LB Wied

The masu form of these honorific verbs conjugates irregularly, so please be careful.

. USoL®3-L-5-LeWNET

. Bo2UP3-F-oLrLFT

., HEB . mEWwId

Please compare the following three sentences.

1. Formal speech:
TEBEHROETITH,

"Do you have brothers or sisters?"



°. Honorific speech:
TEANAVSO>ULPUVFETH,

"Do you have brothers or sisters?" (honorific expression)
3. Humble speech:
LYok

"I have an older brother."

Practice

Fillin the blanks to complete the conversation.

1

ATSTUTIR, |

BIEAEDTIN, Lz, PEM ( ) TI K, |

1. 53 DED
o Sofes iy

3. ISDTULBDED

4. ISNBDED
2

HELTA TTHEIEFA, CNDBEVERODNSEOVATIN - - -
TAWA TTIE, DIZULB ( ) 1.

o CcEDHVLIET

2. cEOHVVEST VT T
3. CEDOHULTT

4 CEDHUVTCITVET

& 3
AT HIEA, RIENTEFECTIH, |



BEEX ED ( ) .

. HHMRD LZLFELE
2. HHRD LI
3. PHRDICEDILUR

. HHROD LIFULE

4
ATMAIES S0, [CIEFACERAZTLIOLTULED, |
BrHARICRTHS ( ) 5. - - - 3EEIKSUTY, |

. RNAZTELDTSD
0. RATLOULIEUHTEZ
3. RATLOUIDOE

4. RAZFLDOULDDITS

5
D SRKEVWEARL, COEHBEL I E(FA LD VRS ETITH, |
BABUVWHIEVHS ( ) ELVD LH TY, |

1. dhn
o dhoxTLIEZL
3. TIDO>2TEVLVITFEEA

. IONEEBATUR

&6
ATEZE HFRNT HS HSB3C (EVDEITH, ZNEE HSHBI(CELDTHS ([F%=Z ¢+
MEFXITH, |

BTES5TEMEULTTY, DzLIF ( )

o



4.

H BB FND2TVB HULEIL (F& #NEEXT
(& HFDRNT HS HSHBICEVWDFET
HIBCEVNOTHS [d&E #NEFT

HIBCEVolz HET FZ #RETFT

Answers
Question Answer
1 4
2 1
3 3
4 2
5 3




