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ROMANIZATION

Hiroshima

Nokon no umi ni ukabu shunuri no torii... Konkai shokai suru "ltsukushima-jinja" no
shinboru desu.

ltsukushima-jinja wa Nihon kakuchi ni yaku 500-sha mo arimasu ga, Hiroshima-ken
Hatsukaichi-shi no kochira ga sohonsha.

ltsukushima wa Hiroshima-wan ni ukabu shima de, "Miya-jima" to mo yobarete imasu.
"Aki no Miya-jima" to iu kosho o kiita koto ga aru no de wa? Chinamini, "Aki" to wa
mukashi no Hiroshima-ken seibu no yobina desu. Saki ni shokai shita Miyagi-ken, Matsu-
shima to narande, "Nihon san-kei" no hitotsu desu ne.

Sate, ltsukushima-jinja no otorii no takasa wa yaku 16-métoru. Nara no daibutsu to hobo
onaji takasa na no desu. Juryo wa yaku 60-ton!
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Omobashira wa jurei 500 kara 600-nen no kusunoki no shizenboku o shiyo. Hachi-dai-
me ni ataru genzai no torii o konryl suru sai ni wa, kyoboku sagashi ni ni ji-nen chikai
saigetu o yoshita no da to ka.

Ano o6torii, jishin no omomi dake de tatte iru to kiitara, anata wa odorokimasu ka?

Torii jobu no ki wa hakogata ni natte ite, naka ni wa, yaku 7-ton no ishi ga tsumatte
imasu. Kore ga omori to nari tatte irareru no desu ne.

Mata, Omobashira, sodebashira wa awasete roppon nano wa, anteikan o dasu tame.

Sara ni, hashira to yane no kdsa bubun ni wa tokushu na kusabi 0 hodokoshi, shindo ya
yugami o shizen ni kytsha suru tsukuri to natte imasu.

S0 hyaku-nen mae ni kore dake no myoho o kangaedasu to wa, aratamete kojin no chie
ni unarazaru o emasen.

Nihon dokuji no bunka o tsutaeru sugureta kenchiku de ari, shima zentai ga bunkateki
keikan o nashite iru ten o takaku hyoka sarete, 1996-nen ni sekai bunka isan to shite
toroku saremashita.

ENGLISH

Hiroshima

Torii painted in red floating on the dark blue sea. This is the symbol of the ltsukushima
Shrine introduced here.

There are around 500 ltsukushima Shrines in various parts of Japan. The Hiroshima
Hatsukaichi is the headquarters.
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ltsukushima is an island that floats on Hiroshima Bay and is also known as "Miyajima."
Have you ever heard it referred to as "Aki's Miyajima?" By the way, "Aki" is the old name
for the western part of Hiroshima Prefecture. Alongside Matsushima in Miyagi Prefecture,
which we introduced earlier, it is one of the "three most scenic spots in Japan."

Well, ltsukushima Shrine's Otorii has a height of approximately sixteen meters. Itis about
the same height as the Great Buddha of Nara. It weighs about sixty tons!

lts main pillars are made of 500—600 year old natural camphor wood. When the eighth
generation current Torii was erected, it took nearly twenty years to find big enough trees.

If you heard that this Otorii stands alone on its own weight, would you be surprised?

The top of Torii trees are box-shaped, and inside them seven tons of stones are packed.
This is why it stands at this weight.

In addition, the six trees that make the main and support pillars give a sense of stability.

In addition to this, a special wedge has been placed at the intersection of the roof and
pillars, and this makes it a structure that naturally absorbs vibration and distortion.

One cannot help but be in awe of the wisdom of ancient people in coming up with this
amazing method several hundred years ago.

It is an outstanding piece of architecture that conveys Japan's unique culture, itis highly
appreciated as a place that forms the cultural landscape of the entire island, and it was
registered as a World Cultural Heritage Site in 1996.

VOCABULARY

Kanji Kana Romaji English

NI LAIEZD shinboru symbol, cryptogram

>
TR ES53< toroku registration, register
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popular name,
mnemonic name,

KU yobina
nickname
uniquely, in one's
HEI(C ELUIC dokuji ni own right
wisdom, wit,
vl 5% chie knowledge
&N LAED shindo vibration
to absorb, to suck in,
B i U&S5H hyoka evaluation, appraisal
Katkn Crhu jurei age of a tree
to think up, to invent,
EZZHT NARZIEY kangaedasu to come up with a

plan

SAMPLE SENTENCES

REBE>TPAVADIVRILAS—TY,

Aka to ao wa Amerika no shinboru kara desu.

Red and blue are colors that represent the US.

EREEMBEXICERL TV,

Juminhyé o Shinjuku-ku o téroku shite imasu.

My certificate of residence is registered in
Shinjuku ward.

HARTE TEFILE - YVORFILE] &V
SHURBTHLINTULS,

Nippon de wa "Donarudo Makudonarudo" to iu
yobina de shitashimarete iru.

He is known by his nickname "Donald McDonald"
in Japan.

COHEHE. HEENEBEICRAELT T,

Kono jiken wa watshi-tachi ga dokuji ni chésa
shimasu.

We will investigate this case on our own.

B DORBDIRIEYahoo D THIEL | T
9,

Watashi-tachi no chishiki no minamoto wa Yafu
no "Chiebukuro" desu.

The source of our knowledge is Yahoo!
'Chiebukuro', or Yahoo! Answers.

CHOEFEFE(IIREBL T, X—ILDOZEP
BEZH XTI NS,

Kono keitai denwa wa shindo shite, méru no
jushin ya chakushin o oshiete kureru.

This cell phone vibrates to let you know when you
get a message or a phone call.
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Kono manshon wa jishin no shindé o kyushi suru
Y0 ni tsukarete imasu.

This apartment building is designed to absorb the
shock from earthquakes.

COTSVREHARNSTMINTL
Do

Kono burando wa sekaiju kara hyoka sarete iru.

This brand is valued all over the world.

ZNE(CIIEHM1I000FZ B R 5 KRN
Do

Sono shima ni wa jurei sen-nen o koeru taiboku
ga aru.

There are big trees on the island that are over
1000 years old.

MREBEHFLLWPI T 7EZEXHBLUE
D, BDIFEDITBOMEETT,

Kenkyusha wa atarashii aidia o kangaedashitari,
mitsuketari suru no ga shigoto desu.

The job of a researcher is to think up and find
new ideas.




