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ROMANIZATION

Nara

Nara-ken wa Kyoto to narabi sho sareru kankochi desu.
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YUumei na midokoro wa amata arimasu ga, naka de mo "HoryU-ji" wa kokuho ya juyo
bunkazai o kazuoku shozo shite iru bukkyd bunka isan no hoko desu. Sara ni, sekai
saiko no mokuzo kenchikubutsu-gun ga genzon shite iru koto kara, rekishi no gakushu
no ikkan to shite Nihon-jin no hotondo ga shigaku ryokd nado de ichi-do wa
otozuremasu.

1993-nen, "HOryU-ji chiiki no bukkyd kenzobutsu" to shite Yunesuko no sekai bunka isan
ni toroku sare, 0ki na wadai ni narimashita.

Sate, Horya-ji wa 607-nen ni soken sareta to iwarete imasu. Shuyo na zairyd wa "hinoki"
to iu ki. Hinoki wa Nihon to Taiwan ni nomi bunpu suru shinyoju de, ono de
uchiwariyasui mokume ga tokucho desu. Saiko hinshitsu no kenzai to shite furuku kara
riy0 sarete kimashita.

Tokoro de, Horyu-ji wa Showa shoki kara yaku 50-nen ni watari, daikibo na kaitai shari
ga hodokosaremashita ga, sono koji ni tazusawatta no ga Nishioka tsunekazu-shi. Kare
wa "Saigo no miyadaiku" to yobareru jiin senmon no daiku de, suu-satsu no chosaku o
nokoshite imasu. Sono chosho ni wa, jurei 2000-nen ni mo naru hinoki ga 1300-nen to iu
tohd mo naku nagai jikan, HoryU-ji o sasaete kita koto ga kakarete imasu. Shi wa, kando
no amari "sore wa kami no yo da" to itta no da so.

"Ki no inochi" o taisetsu ni shite kita kodai-jin ni omoi o hase, sara ni sono kachikan o
uketsuida shokunin-tachi no kurd no kessho to shite, HoryU-ji o nagamete miru no mo
mata ikkyo desu.

ENGLISH

Nara

Nara Prefecture is a tourist destination alongside Kyoto.

There are many famous sights, among which there is a collection of a number of national
treasures and important cultural properties; it is a treasure trove of Buddhist cultural
heritage.
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In addition to this is the world's oldest surviving wooden building, to which most
Japanese visit once on school trips and the like as part of their history studies. In 1993,
the "Buddhist Monuments in the Horyuji Temple Area" were registered as a UNESCO
World Cultural Heritage Site and became a big topic of conversation.

Well, Horyuji Temple is said to have been founded in the year 607. Its main material is
the cypress tree. Cypress is a conifer that can mostly be found in Japan and Taiwan, and
itis characterized by its grain, which is easy to split with an ax. As a building material of
the highest quality, it has been used since ancient times.

Incidentally, for about fifty years during the early Showa period, Horyuji Temple was
dismantled, and large-scale repairs were performed. The construction work was handled
by Tsunekazu Nishioka. He was the so-called "last Miyadaiku" specialist temple
carpenter, and he left with us his writings in several books.

In his writings, it is written that the trees can be as old as 2,000 years, and for a
tremendously long time of 1,300 years, cypress has supported Horyuji Temple. Deeply
impressed, he said that it was "just like a God."

"The life of a tree" was considered important by people in ancient times, and as symbolic
of the hard work of the craftsmen which inherited their values, itis interesting to take a
look at Horyuji Temple.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
to take the name of,

g3 L&D93 sho suru to pretend, to
feign;V3
crystal,

el (FoL &S kessho crystallization,

crystallisation

ElES c<IF> kokuho national treasure

to an exorbitant
BRI ELO EFSELW toho mo nai degree, outrageous




(32 Lw>D shari repairing, mending
R/ (FAZ A genzon existence
UNESCO, UN
Educational,
AR PRY Yunesuko Scientific and
Cultural Organization
concept of values,
(MEER NSh\A kachikan philosophy, values
owned, in
PRk L&kZD shozo someone’s
possession
to be the talk of the
ShRR(CTED NIZVICES wadai ni naru town

SAMPLE SENTENCES

T, BREMUZFERAZH L TOE

o
Saikin, keisatsu to sho shita sagi ga tahatsu shite
imasu.

ol il

Recently there have been a lot of fraud cases
where someone pretends to be a policeman.

ENRRERBRE CRIZCENRH S,

Yuki no kessho o kenbikyd de mita koto ga aru.

| have seen crystallization of snow with a
microscope.

CONE BEER,

Kono katana wa kokuho da.

This sword is a national treasure.

HR—ERTEA T, BEREAEEVESL
EEXBNTLS,

Sekai isshi ryoké nan'te, mukashi wa tohé mo nai
yume da to kangaerarete ita.

Traveling around the world was recognized as an
incredible dream in the past.

BEEN/IVOLEDT. BELTESD
IZo

Jitensha ga panku shita node, shari shite
moratta.

My bike's tire went flat so | had it fixed.

CNEIARICIREI SRADEMNR T,

Kore wa Nippon ni genzon suru saiko no bijutsu-
hin desu.

This is the oldest piece of art that exists in Japan.




COMMFHIIRXINERBE(ICIEESI N
FULl,

Kono chiiki wa Yunesuko no sekai isan ni shitei
saremashita.

This area was designated as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.

WY L (IMERDENTEISEH D,
Kanojo to wa kachikan no chigai de yoku
momeru.

| often argue with my girlfriend due to our different
values.

EMEB(C(EZ DEEMNABRINTUL S,
Bijutsukan ni wa 6ku no kokuho ga shozo sarete
iru.

A lot of national treasures are owned by art
museums.

MRDIIVEM, FEREBICEDTUL S,

Akasaka no pan-ya ga wadai ni natte iru.

The bakery in Akasaka became the talk of the
town.




