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Aomori

Shimin-tachi ga "Yare, yare, yareya" "Rasse, rasse, rassera" nado no kakegoe ni awase,
musha nado o katadotta hitogata no dashi o hiite machi o neri aruku saiten. Sore ga
"Aomori Nebuta matsuri" desu.

Genmitsu ni ieba "kankochi" de wa arimasen ga, kokunaigai kara reinen 300-man-nin ijo
no kenbutsukyaku ga tsume kakeru kono matsuri wa, 1980-nen ni juyo mukei minzoku
bunkazai ni shitei saremashita.

Haba 9-métoru, takasa 5-métoru, okuyuki 8-métoru, s0joryd 4-ton ni mo naru kyodai na
dashi wa, ikken no kachi ari.

Sate, Nebuta matsuri no hassho wa, issetsu ni yoru to "tordo nagashi no henkei" da so0.
Tsumari, mini tsuite shimatta "kegare" o toro ni utsushi, jibun no migawari to shite kawa
ya umi ni nagasu koto de saika o nogare, kofuku o inoru fishd na no desu.

"Toro" to wa, kiwaku to kami nado de tsukutta kakoi no nakani hi o tomoshita mono.
Nebuta matsuri no dashi mo naibu ni yaku 700-ko mono denkyl ga tori tsukerare, toro to
onaji kozo ni natte imasu. Dashi ga genzai no yoni kyodaika suru mae wa, Nebuta
matsuri saishbi ni dashi tord o mizu ni nagashite ita no da to ka.

Nihon yUsd no gosetsu chitai de aru Aomori-ken. Sono mijikai natsu o karei ni irodoru
Nebuta matsuri wa, maitoshi, yobi ni kakawarazu 8/~7 no muika-kan ni watatte kaisai
sarete imasu. Uten de mo dashi wa unkoé shi, 8/7 ni wa tokubetu ni chukan unko to yoru
no hanabi taikai, Nebuta no kaijo unjo mo okonawareru no de,

kikai ga areba zehi kengaku shite mite kudasai.
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A festival at which the citizens shout phrases such as "Yare, Yare, Yareya" and "Lasse,
Lasse, Lassera" collectively, as floats (known in Japanese as "Dashi") in the form of
things such as famous warriors pass along the street. This is the "Aomori Nebuta
Festival."

While strictly speaking it is not a "tourist destination," each year more than 3 million
spectators from Japan and overseas jam together for the festival, which was, in 1980,
designated as a significant intangible folk cultural asset.

The giant floats, which weigh four tons and are eight meters wide, five meters high, and
eight meters deep, are worth seeing.

According to one theory, the Nebuta Festival originates from a "variety of lantern fete on
water." Basically, it is a custom in which "impurities" inside one’s body are transferred to
the lantern. These lanterns are used as a scapegoat; catastrophe escapes by flowing in
to the river and sea, and people pray for happiness.

The "lantern" is made with paper and a wooden base and has a fire litinside it. Floats for
the Nebuta Festival also have around 700 bulbs attached to their inside and have the
same structure as the lanterns. Before the floats had become as big as they are today, on
the final day of the Nebuta Festival, the float lanterns would be sunk in the water.

Aomori Prefecture is known for being the region with the heaviest snowfall in Japan. The
Nebuta Festival brilliantly decorates the short summer and is held every year for six days
from August 2 to 7, regardless of the day of the week. The floats operate even in rainy
weather, and on August 7 there is a special daytime operation and evening fireworks.
Since Nebuta also operates on the sea, be sure to visit if you get the chance.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
festival, festivity,
kel SUTA saiten celebration

rainy weather, wet
SSES DCA uten weather




22\ lpp=] MNFICxz kakegoe shout, call
throughout, over a
~(ZE>T ~lC DIE>T ~ni watatte period of ~, over a
span of ~
one of the foremost,
FFF EFoUL&D hassho origin
BZICEXEE (FAHFDICVZIE genmitsu ni ieba strictly speaking
to hold, to organize,
FET S ANAYCIR R kaisai suru fo convene: V3
according to one
—ScLBE WotDIC £BL issetsu ni yoru to estimate, according
to one explanation
=& SS5ULwD fushi custom, practice

SAMPLE SENTENCES

ZUVEYDFHAT—HFEGRLIRN—Y
DERETT,

Orinpikku wa sekai de ichi-ban yimei na spotsu
no saiten desu.

The Olympics are one of the most famous sports
festivals in the world.

MXDZSIANERCEHLE I,

Uten no baai wa kayobi ni enki shimasu.

If it rains, the event will be postponed until
Tuesday.

BMIET. —BCE<ZECLELD,

Kakegoe de issei ni ugoku koto ni shiyo.

Let's coordinate our movements by shouting out.

ZOHREH+FEICE>TERINTE
IZo

Sono kyokai wa suu jia-nen ni watatte kenchiku
sarete kita.

That church was built over a couple of decades.

HARSHEREHDOMEZHKETI,

Nippon wa sekai yasu no jishin tahatsu-koku
desu.

Japan is one of the world's most earthquake-
prone countries.

RJ)—IR—EDFEFEIT A I AT,

Sunébodo no hasshé wa Amerika desu.

Snowboarding is originally from the US.
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Genmitsu ni ieba Nihon no aoshingé wa ao de wa
nai.

Strictly speaking, the Japanese "blue crossing
light" is not actually blue.

=—Fa VOMREEINR,

Mitingu ga kaisai sareta.

A meeting was held.

—HilckdE. I—E—(FFH & —HEICRR
ARIEDSTMEICOVWEDTY,

Issetsu ni yoru to, kbhi wa gydnyu to issho ni
nonda hoé ga karada ni ii s6 desu.

According to one opinion, it is said that drinking
coffee with milk is good for your health.

EHNSOREBETFTSHE L TIEWLITFEL,
Mukashi kara no fishid o mamoranakute wa
ikenai.

We have to observe the customs of the past.

CULTURAL INSIGHT
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