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ROMANIZATION

Sesshu

Kuroi sumi to shiroi washi to iu ni-shoku shika nai sekai na no ni, naze ka kokoro
hikareru geijutsu sakuhin... sore ga suibokuga desu.

Nihon de, motto mo suibokuga ga sakan de atta no wa Muromachi-jidai (1336-nen kara
1573-nen).

Amata no suibokugaka ga haishutsu saremashita ga, tokuhitsu subeki wa "Sesshi" desu.

"Sshatd Sansuizu" "Amanohashidatezu" nado, genzon suru sakuhin no uchi roku-ten ga
kokuho ni shitei sarete imasu.

Sono ninkiburi o arawasu yo ni, "Den Sesshuhitsu" to shirusareta gansaku mo kazu 6ku
demawatta to ka.

Sate, kare no sakuhin no tokushoku to ieba, zetsumyo na sumiiro no notan. Jumoku ya
yamahada nado, mono no rinkaku wa koku futoi sen de kukkiri to egaki, hikari ga atatte
itari yuki ga tsumotte itari suru bubun wa sumi no kasure ya, bokashi o takumi ni tsukatte
usui iroai de shiagete imasu.
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Mata, sugureta kozu ni yori, heimen de aru kami ni okuyuki ya hirogari o umidasu koto ni
seiko shite iru ten mo tokuchoteki. Tatoeba yama ya umi o egaku baai, keibutsu ga
gamen o 6dan suru tame, do shite mo yokosen ga oku narigachi desu. Shikashi, kare wa
kiritatta gake no ryosen ya fune no hobashira to itta tate no sen o egaite, suichoku hoko
ni mo hirogatte iku fukei o hydgen suru no desu.

1420-nen, genzai no Okayama-ken ni umareta kare wa, yoshoki ni tera ni azukerare,
zensht no shugyo o suru karawara, senpai soryo kara gaho no kiso o0 osowarimasu. 48-
sai de "Kenminsen" ni d0jo shite chugoku ni watari, suibokuga o0 manabimashita.

Kikokugo wa, kokunai o tabi shinagara, dokuji no gaft o kakuritsu shita to tsutaerarete
imasu.

Sumi to kami to fude sae areba egakeru suibokuga wa, genzai de mo seisaku, kansho
tomo ni aikdsha no 0i geijutsu sakuhin desu.

ENGLISH

Sesshu

In a world of only two colors, white paper and black ink, for some reason black and white
drawings are a fascinating form of art.

Ink painting was most active in Japan during the Muromachi Period (1336-1573).

While there were many ink painters at that time, "Sesshu" is particularly of note.

Of his currently existing work, six have been designated as national treasures, such as
"Landscapes of Autumn and Winter" and "View of Amanohashidate."

The fact that there are many fakes in circulation that are "attributed to Sesshu" represents
his popularity.
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A feature of his work was his exquisite black ink shading. He drew trees and hillsides,
etc. clearly with a thick dark outline, used faint ink to depict the light and the snow piling,
and then finished with faint shading using a skillful blurring technique.

In addition, through his excellent composition, he succeeded in creating depth and width
on flat paper, which is another characteristic of his work. For example, when drawing the
sea and mountains, he would use more horizontal lines in order for the scene to traverse
the picture. However, he used vertical lines for the ridge lines of steep cliffs and the
masts of boats so that the scenery could also be depicted spread vertically.

He was born in what is now Okayama Prefecture in 1420 and was entrusted to a temple
as a child where he was taught Zen and learned the basics of art from a senior monk. At

the age of forty-eight, he sailed to China on an "Envoy Ship" where he learned ink
painting. After returning home, he established his own style of painting while traveling

around Japan.

10. His ink paintings painted with just ink and paper are still in production and appreciated
today as works of art that are loved by many.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
= gH sumi ink
AR HL washi Japanese paper
appear one after
£ (FLlLw>D haishutsu el e
IKEE H| CERESE) suibokuga ink-wash painting
JEVE MAE< gansaku fake, art forgery
RER N AL rinkaku silhouette, outline
distinctly, clearly,
<2&D <2&D kukkiri boldly;Adv
pursuit of
BT LwEsD shugyo knowledge, training




B RES

art of drawing and

gaho painting

B E<U

dokuiji unusual, original

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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lka wa sumi o haku.

Squids spurt out ink.

MR SHEY) DOt E T L TIFS NS,

Washi wa shokubutsu no sen'i o suite
tsukurareru.

Japanese paper is made from plant fiber.

CHRZEZDERAZZERLTUL S,
Kono daigaku wa 6ku no chomei-jin o haishutsu
shite iru.

This university has produced a lot of famous
people.
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Suibokuga ni wa sumi to mizu, fude, kami dake
areba ii.

Only ink, water, a brush and paper are needed
for ink paintings.
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Ninki no aru geijutsuka wa gansaku o tsukurareru
koto mo aru.

Fakes are sometimes made of the work of popular
artists.
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Toshi o totte karada no rinkaku ga boyakete kita.

As time passes the outline becomes blurred.

SRIFBENTULBSDODTAMRK 2EDERZ
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Kon'ya wa harete iru no de tsuki ga kukkiri to
mieru.

As the sky is clear tonight the moon can be seen
clearly.
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Ichininmae no daiku ni naru niwa, nan-nen mo
shugyd shinakereba naranai.

In order to become a full-fledged carpenter, you
have to train for many years.

EMDEMZR CIIERNSEEEZOE
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Bijutsu no senmon gakko de wa kiso kara gahé o
manabimasu.

At vocational art schools, painting is learned from
the basics.

HBEOFECTHET B ERAKRNENCED
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Dokuji no shuho de chéri suru to fami ga yutaka
ni narimasu.

By employing one’s own methods when cooking,
the flavor becomes rich.

CULTURAL INSIGHT
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