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ROMANIZATION

Unkei to Kaikei

Nara-ken ni aru Todai-ji, Nandaimon ni, sono ni-tai wa tatte imasu.

"KinkotsuryuryU" to iu kotoba o soki saseru taiku, kochira o niramitsukeru tsuriagatta
s0gan, uchigawa kara hasserareru kiai de yurete iru yo na mo... kokuho no "Kongo
rikishi rylz0" desu.

Takasa 8.4 métoru, kono kyodai na mokuzo wa, kamakura-jidai ni tsukuraremashita.

Mon ni mukatte migi-gawa no, kuchi o tojite iru z6 o "Ungy0" to yobi, hidari-gawa de
kuchi o akete tatte iru z0 0 "Agy0" to yobimasu.

Kore-ra no z0 wa, jiin'nai ni butteki ga hairikomu no o fusegu "shugoshin" to shite no
yakuwari o ninau dake atte, ima ni mo ugokidashiso na hakuryoku.
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Kono z0 no seisaku ni tazusawatta jinbutsu to shite yimei na no ga, "Unkei" to "Kikei"
desu.

Futari ga katsuyaku suru izen wa, heimenteki de odayaka na fun'iki o tadayowaseru
butsuzo ga shuryl deshita ga, "Kokei" to iu busshi ga rittaiteki yoso no tsuyoi, takumashii
z0 o tsukurihajimemasu.

Kono jinbutsu koso, Unkei no chichi de ari, Kaikei no shishd.

Saino afureru futari no wakate busshi wa, sessatakuma shinagara nomi o furutta koto
desho.

Onaji shi ni manabinagara mo, Unkei ga "d6" nara Kaikei wa "sei" to hydka sareru y0 ni,
sorezore no sakufu ga seihantai na no mo omoshiroi tokoro.

Ima kara yaku 800-nen mae ni, shikamo wazuka ni-kagetsu to iu tankikan de, attoteki na
sonzaikan o motsu taisaku o kansei saseta futari ni wa, dono yo na dorama ga atta no de
sho ka.

Ichi-do mitara wasurerarenai kyoretsu na inpakuto no kyozo wa, samazama na s6z0 0
mo kakitateru chokoku desu.

ENGLISH

Unkei and Kaikei

Standing in Todai-ji Temple, Namdaemun in Nara.

Evoking the impressions of a "big, well-muscled sumo wrestler" with two eyes glaring
ahead and energy emitting from within is a national treasure, the statues of "Kongo
Rikishi."

At 8.4 meters in height, these large wooden statues were created in the Kamakura
Period.
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The statue with a closed mouth facing the right side of the gate is known as "Ungyd," and
the one on the left side with its mouth open is "Agyo."

These statues play the role of "guardian” in order to prevent enemies of Buddhism from
entering the temple, and even now they have a presence that makes them seem alive.

"Unkei" and "Kaikei" were famous as the people who worked on the production of the
statues.

Before these two people became active, Buddhist statues generally gave a calm
atmosphere; however, "Kokei," a sculptor of Buddhist statues, started the creation of
more robust statues that had strong three-dimensional elements.

This craftsman was the father of Unkei and the teacher of Kaikei.

These two talented young Buddhist statue sculptors surely gained their skills through
hard work.

It is interesting that despite studying under the same teacher, Unkei was considered
"dynamic" and Kaikei "peaceful" and that their styles were complete opposites.

Can you imagine what drama there must have been when, approximately 800 years ago,
the two of them created a masterpiece with such an overwhelming presence in the space
of two months?

These statues leave such a strong impression that you cannot forget after seeing it once
and stir a variety of imaginations as well.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
_ ' to glare at, to scowl

EIES _<IFS kokuho national treasure




to defend, to prevent,

N SEQ fusegu to protect;V1
=S WA jiin temple
&2El i ols yakuwari part, role
k22 5&5CK< chokoku carving, sculpture
force, intensity,
877 (F<D &< hakuryoku impact
atmosphere, mood,
FHESX BAVE fun'iki Sl
=L L) e<ELL takumashii strong, sturdy;Adj(i)
FHER ZATUVHA sonzaikan sense of existence

SAMPLE SENTENCES

BTN >ZDT., WERH DT,
Kare no kodoé ni okotta node kare o
niramitsuketa.

| got annoyed by his behaviour, so | glared at him.

ChONF. BEL,

Kono katana wa kokuho da.

This sword is a national treasure.
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Tsunami no higai o fusegu tame ni, bohatei ga
secchi sarete iru.

Breakwaters are installed in order to prevent
tsunamis.
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Isuramukyd no jiin wa "Mosuku" to yobarete iru.

Temples of Islam are called "Mosques."

CRALBUDREDEREDD DDOH
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Dentéteki na danjo no yakuwaribuntan ga kawari
tsutsu aru.

The traditional gender roles are changing now.

FC. AR E R,

Tera de samazama na chokoku o mita.

| saw many kinds of sculptures at the temple.
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Eigakan de miru no to ie de miru no de wa
hakuryoku ga chigau.

When | see a movie at the theater, the impact is
different from when | watch it at home.

YA IACEE R Sl Fat i T} Fall Y Pt
Gensoteki na fun'iki o motta eiga datta.

It was a movie that created an air of fantasy.
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Kare no takumashii karadatsuki wa kurasu no
danshi no senbé no mato da.

His strong physique is the envy of the boys in his
class.

RICIE. FERLH S,

Kare ni wa sonzaikan ga aru.

He is a person who cannot be ignored.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

FRINTIHREE (£) EBETCLVE T, ZEFEBICEVWTUVDIHRD ET. HATIE+
“BHEBHRITIKOD—DOTIN BRCIEITHEEICERAITIROCEEE LTI,



