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Juni-gatsu sanjuichi-nichi o "omisoka" to yobu koto wa, nihongo jokyuasha no mina-san
nara tozen gozonji desho.

Dewa, omisoka no shinya ni kikoeru oto wa don'na oto? Kotae wa " gon, gon" to iu tera
no kane. Ichi-nen o shime kukuri, shin'nen o mukaeru tame no nenchu gyaiji, "joya no
kane" desu. "Joya no kane" no "jo" wa "torisaru, oshinokeru" to iu imi. Omisoka wa
betsumei "jojitsu" to itte, ima made no ichi-nen o torinozoite shin'nen o mukaeru hi na no
de, sono yoru wa "joya" to yobareru no desu.

Sate, joya no kane wa bukky0 no gyodji de, Heian jidai kara shikanka saremashita. Kono
kane wa juni-gatsu sanjaichi-nichi no shinya juni-ji o hasamu jikantai ni hyakuhakkai
narasare, kono hyakuhakkai to iu kazu no yurai ni wa shosetsu arimasu. Sono naka de
mottomo yuryoku na no wa, ningen no motsu "bon'nd" ga hyaku yattsu arukara, to iu
setsu. Bon'nd to wa bukkyo yogo de, "shinshin no kurushimi o umidasu seishin no
hataraki" no koto. Kantan ni iu to dareka ni hara o tatetari, dareka o nikundari suru
kimochi ya kane ya mono o hito yori takusan shoyu shitai to iu yokubo no koto desu.
Korera o oiharai, kiyoraka na kimochi de arata na toshi o mukaeru tame ni kane ga
tsukareru no desu.

Sonna "joya no kane" o kiki nagara taberu no ga "toshikoshi soba" desu ga, kono shukan
wa, Edo jidai kara hiromatta to iwarete imasu. Kono "toshikoshi soba" ni wa omoshiroi
jinkusu ga arimasu. Sore wa " toshikoshi soba 0 nokosu to yokunen kin'un ni
megumarenai" to iu mono. Sobako wa, kinzaiku shokunin ga tobichitta kinpun o
atsumeru no ni tsukatta koto kara, sobako wa "kane o atsumeru" engi no ii mono to
kangaerarete ita kara de wa nai ka to iwarete imasu.

ENGLISH

"Omisoka"/"New Year's Eve"

You all who speak Japanese at an advanced level will of course know that we call the
thirty-first of December "0Omisoka."
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5. So what's the sound you hear in the middle of the night on "0misoka?" The answer is the
"dong, dong" of the temple bells. This is an annual event called FR&E D#E (“joya no kane,
or "the bells of New Year's Eve"), which brings to a close one year and welcomes in a
new one. The character & ("jo") of BR&Z D& means "to get rid of" or "to brush aside." An
alternative name for "omisoka" is BRH ("jojitsu"). It's the day on which the previous year is
cleared out and a new one is welcomed, so the evening of that day is called FR& ("joya").

4. Now, "joya no kane" is a Buddhist tradition that has been common practice since the
Heian era. The bells are rung 108 times at midnight on the thirty-first of December. There
are various theories regarding origin of this number, 108. The most likely of these is the
idea that humans are born with 108 "bon'nd," or "worldly desires." "Bon'nd" is a Buddhist
term that refers to "the workings of the heart that lead to the suffering of the mind and
body." To put it simply, this means the feeling of anger or hatred toward others or the
desire to possess more money or worldly possessions than others. The bells are rung in
order to drive out these feelings and to welcome in a new year with a sense of purity.

5. The thing that you eat while listening to these "joya no kane" is "toshikoshi soba," or
"passing-year soba." This is a custom that is said to have spread from the Edo period.
There's actually an interesting jinx that goes with "toshikoshi soba"; if you leave any soba
noodles, then you won't be blessed with luck with money in the coming year. It's said that
this is possibly due to the fact that soba flour was used by goldsmiths to gather up fallen
gold dust; soba flour was considered to be a lucky foodstuff that "gathered up gold
(money)."

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
=K FASRA kinpun gold dust
FATVC L &KLIC
THETERA A kinzaiku shokunin goldsmith
AR K<IEFS yokubo desire, appetite
_ ownership, one's

1B (<L nikumu to hate;V1




mind, soul, spirit,

1B BLLA seishin heart
1LE /OET LD bukkyo Buddhism
ER LAY shinya late at night
$= Hha kane bell, chime
2B L&ED shosetsu various theories

SAMPLE SENTENCES

COIGICIEERDMEDN TUVE T,

Kono e ni wa kinpun ga tsukawarete imasu.

Gold dust was used in this painting.

FHTEACTERE DS >TES O,

Kinzaiku shokunin ni yubiwa o tsukutte moratta.

| had a goldsmith make a ring.

TANEEVDSRDEBE| EVVOHREZEER
fzo

"Yokubd to iu na no densha" to iu eiga o mita.

| saw a movie called "A Streetcar Called Desire".

HEEmEZ38MELTL S,

Kare wa kékylusha o san-dai shoyd shite iru.

He possesses three luxury cars.

FEEBATAZEILT,

Tsumi o nikunde hito o nikumazu.

Condemn the crime rather than the criminal.

FDRED UBENIC AR ER,
Watashi no ani wa sukoshi seishinteki ni fuantei
da.

My brother is somewhat mentally unstable.

BARADENI{LHFE,

Nihonjin no kydwari wa bukkyoto da.

90 percent of Japanese people are Buddhist.

AR, ZDADEIRHEC X T2,

Shinya, onna no hito no himei ga kikoeta.

In the middle of the night, | heard a woman
scream.

EREIDIFETHI12BF(CE D EEMNIBD XTI,

Ekimae no tokei wa jani-ji ni naru to kane ga
narimasu.

The clock in front of the station chimes at 12
o'clock.

CHBBDIREDICDVTIFHETS B,
Kono shakan no hajimari ni tsuite wa shosetsu
aru.

There are several theories about how this custom
has started.
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