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ROMANIZATION

1. Saigd Takamori

o Tokyo no Uenokoen no hiroba ni tatsu, kimono o kite aiken o tsureta dansei no d6z0 o
mita koto ga arimasuka. Are wa "Saig6-don" no aisho de shigo 100-nen ijo tatte nao,
hitobito kara aisarete iru "Saigd Takamori" no dozo desu.

3. Takamori wa, Edo-jidai makki, Tokugawa bakufu o taosdé to tachiagatta Satsuma-han
(Satsuma-han) no chushinteki jinbutsu desu. "Kono hito no tame dattara inochi mo
oshikunai" to hito ga omou yona, ningenteki na miryoku ni  afureru jinbutsu datta toka.

4. Zenkai no burogu de, bakufu ga ten'nd ni seiken o kaesu "taisei hokan" o shokai
shimashita ga, Yoshinobu ni taisei hokan o ketsui saseru made bakufu o oitsumeta
no wa Satsuma-han desu. Tadashi, seiken o kaeshita to wa ie, Yoshinobu wa
shinseifu no naka niwa jibun no yakushoku ga yoi sarete iru mono to kangaete

imashita. Seiken o kaeshita dake de, Yoshinobu wa Tokugawa no kyodai na ryochi
o mada motteita no desu kara,t0zen no koto deshd. Takamori nado, shinseifu no
menba wa Yoshinobu kara ryochi ya kan'i nado subete o toriagey0d to shi,sore ni
hanpatsu shita bakufu to no aida de futatabi ikusa ga okorimasu.
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5. Saishuteki ni, shinseifu gawa kara Saigd Takamori, bakufu gawa kara Katsu Kaishu
ga kaidan shi, bakufu gawa ga Edojo o akewatasu koto ni narimashita. Kono futari no
okage de,Edode waikusa ga okorazu, Edo no machito sono jumin no inochi
gatasukatta to iemasu.

6. Shinseifu de wa, shifuku o koyasu yakunin ya seijika ga 0ku imashita ga, Takamori
wa muyoku de shisso na seikatsu o tsuranuki, shinseido no donyt ni chikara o
sosogimasu. Shikashi seijiteki iken no tairitsu kara seifu o saru koto ni. Furusato e
kaeri shigakko o setsuritsu shimasu ga, shinseifu ni hanpatsu shita Takamori no
seitotachi wa, katte ni kuni no soko o shugeki shite shimaimasu. Jibun no oshiego o
hanzaisha to shite seifu e watasu koto ga dekinai Takamori wa, seifu to senso suru
koto o erabi inochi o0 otoshimashita.

7. Uenokden no "Saigo-don"to wa son'najinbutsu datta no desu.

ENGLISH

1. Takamori Saigo

> Have you ever seen the bronze statue of a man wearing a kimono, alongside his pet
dog, which stands in the plaza of Ueno Park in Tokyo? That's the bronze statue of a man
who is known by the nickname Saigd Don, and who even now continues to be loved
even a hundred years after his death—Takamori Saigo.

5. Takamori was a central figure in the domain of Satsuma, which rose up to overthrow the
Tokugawa shogunate at the end of the Edo period. He was apparently the sort of man
who overflows with human charm, for whom people thought "l would give my life for this
man."
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4.

7.

In the last installment of this blog, | talked about the "restoration of imperial rule," which
returned political power to the emperor. In fact, it was the domain of Satsuma that
pressed the shogunate into a corner until Yoshinobu was forced to make the decision to
restore imperial rule. However, even though he had handed over political power,
Yoshinobu thought that the new government would have a post waiting for him. All
Yoshinobu had done was hand over political power; he still held an enormous amount of
Tokugawa territories, so perhaps this was only natural. Takamori and other members of
the new government attempted to confiscate all of Yoshinobu's territories, offices, and
rank; the shogunate objected, and once again war broke out between the two sides.

Eventually, there was a conference held between Takamori Saig0, from the new
government's side, and Kaishi Katsu, from the shogunate's side; the result of which was
that the shogunate's side agreed to surrender Edo Castle. It can be said that thanks to
these two men, no fighting happened in Edo, and the town of Edo and the lives of its
inhabitants were saved.

In the new government, there were many officials and politicians who took advantage of
their position to line their own pockets, but Takamori continued living an non-avaricious
and frugal life, concentrating his efforts on implementing the new system. But due to a
difference in political opinion, he ended up leaving the government. Takamori returned to
his birthplace and established a private school, but his students, in protest against the
new government, went off without his permission and raided a state warehouse.
Takamori, who could not bring himself to hand over his own students to the government
as criminals, chose to go to war against the government and lost his life.

And so this was the kind of man that the "Saigo Don" in Ueno Park was.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
To establish, to
RUID TDONDIB setsuritsu suru found:V3

To concentrate one's

NEZFES 5ho&EZZ< chikara o sosogu effort on
something;V1




frugality,

B= Lo>Z shisso simplicity;Adj(na)
post, position,
To repel, to
RFEITS (FAEDTS hanpatsu suru oppose;V3
To decide, to
B HLL LD aisho pet name, nickname
regrettable,
=1 HLL oshii disappointing,
precious, valuable
To drive to the wall,
EBUVEDSD HLDHB oitsumeru to run down:V2
A CASD jinbutsu character, person

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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Sekai isan o mamoru tame no kaisha o setsuritsu
shimashita,

| established a company which protects World
Heritage sites.

EFICEBRHIC. BARBEOWRICNEE
WTWET,

Jozu ni naru tame ni Nihon-go no benkyd ni
chikara o sosoide imasu.

I'm concentrating my efforts on studying
Japanese in order to become good at it.

BRLEFE LT, FEICMATUNS,

Shisso na seikatsu o shite, chokin ni hagende iru.

| live a frugal life, and strive to save money.

RENSFUWERIC C&lcE T,
Rainen kara atarashii yakushoku ni tsuku koto ni
natta.

| will take up a new post from next year.

B A DONEE(INE(CRFEL T,

Jishaku no enu kyoku wa enu kyoku ni hanpatsu
shimasu.

The north pole of a magnet repels the north pole.

S14TvhIB3TERBLUEEERA. RE
NERLET —+ &R/ > TS,

Daietto suru zo to ketsui shita totan, tomodachi
ga suteki na kéki o motte kita.

Just when | decided to start dieting, my friend
brought me a wonderful cake.




ZOXRIAZFEZYF—EOVSEFRTHEN
TUL\Bo

So no nezumi wa Mikki to iu aishé de yobarete
iru.

That mouse is called "Mickey" as a term of
endearment.

HIELEDHIESBEDDOmMIEATIEL (&
FUVATY,

Anata no tame nara jibun no inochi nante oshiku
wa nai n desu.

I am willing to give up my life for you.

BULEOHOSNEXIZROEEDIEICET
Mo Tz,

Oitsumerareta nezumi ga ikinari neko ni
tobikakatta.

The mouse that was driven into the corner
suddenly jumped on the cat.

BlE. BEEOANICEDONBIHEERL
AR TUL D,

Kare wa rekishijé no jinbutsu ni matsuwaru koji o
fakusan
shitte iru.

He knows a lot about historical events involving
famous figures.
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