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ROMANIZATION

Tokugawa Yoshinobu

Saigo no shogun, Tokugawa Yoshinobu (Yoshinobu). Edo-bakufu no dai 15-daime no
shogun no za ni tsuita kare ga shita saidai no shigoto wa, yaku 260-nen tsuzuita
Tokugawa no jidai ni maku o orosu koto deshita.

Edo-jidai no saigo wa kurofune no raiko kara hajimari masu. 1853-nen, mashu peri
hikiiru Amerika no kansen ga nihon ni yatte kita no desu. Toji Edo bakufu wa "sakoku" to
iu gaikoku to koryu o tatsu seisaku. Sentai o kuroku nutta kyodai na seiyoshiki no fune o
hajimete mita hitobito wa "kurofune" to yobi osoremasu.

Kono jidai, Amerika, Igirisu, Furansu o hajime to suru seido shokoku wa Indo, Tonan'Ajia
ni shokuminchi o kakudai shiyo to hisshi ni natte ori, Amerika no nerai wa Shin (6ji no
Chugoku) deshita. Shin ni iku tochl ni yoru minato o kakuho suru tame, Amerika wa
buryoku o haikei ni bakufu ni kaikoku o semarimashita. Bakufu wa Amerika no motsu
buryoku, kindai bunmei ni attd sare kaikoku o yogi naku saremasu.

Heiwa na yo ga tsuduite ita tame, bakufu wa yowagoshi de kiki kanri néryoku ni kakete
imashita. Sore ni hanpatsu shita Satsuma-han (Satsuma-han. Genzai no Kagoshima-
ken) ya Choshd-han (Choshia-han. Genzai no Yamaguchi-ken) nado ga chashin to nari,
bakufu o taoshi, tennd o chushin to shita kindai kokka o tsukuru bekida to iu ugoki ga
takamarimashita. Tozen so0 shita seiryoku to bakufu gawa wa s6zetsu na arasoi o
kurihirogemasu.

Kono jidai, kuni no naisen to iu no wa gaikoku no kakko no ejiki ni naru taihen kiken na
mono deshita. Kono koto ni kizuki, kigu shita mono ga Yoshinobu ni ikusa o yame, "taisei
hokan" (taisei hokan. Seiji kenryoku o tennd ni kaesu koto) o suru yo jogen o shimasu.
Saisho wa kiku mimi o motanakatta Yoshinobu desuga, saishiteki ni wa sore o ukeire,
1867-nen Edo-jidai wa owari 0 mukaeta no desu.
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Moshi, Yoshinobu ga taisei hokan o ketsudan shinakatta naraba, kon'nichi no Nihon no
han'ei wa nakatta, iya Nihon to iu kuni sura sonzai shinakatta to iwarete imasu.

ENGLISH

Yoshinobu Tokugawa

The last shogun, Yoshinobu Tokugawa. The fifteenth man to ascend to the shogun's seat
of the Edo shogunate, his greatest task was bringing the curtain down on the Tokugawa
era, which had lasted for almost 260 years.

The end of the Edo period began with the arrival of the black ships. In 1853, a fleet of
American warships under the command of Matthew Perry sailed to Japan. At that time,
the Edo shogunate had a "closed country" policy, which cut off all contact with foreign
countries. The people, seeing for the first time the huge Western-style ships with their
hulls painted black, fearfully called them "the black ships."

At this time, America, Great Britain, and France, as well as other West European
countries, were desperately trying to expand their colonies in India and Southeast Asia.
America's target was Qing (present-day China). In order to secure the ports that they
would use on the way to Qing, America, backed up by its armed might, pressed the
shogunate to open up Japan to the world. The shogunate, overwhelmed by the military
power and modern civilization that America possessed, had no other choice but to open
up the country.

Because there had been generations of continuous peace, the shogunate was weak and
lacked the skills for managing crises. In a backlash against this, the domains of Satsuma
(present-day Kagoshima prefecture) and Choshi (present-day Yamaguchi prefecture)
etc. played leading roles in a growing movement that demanded that the shogunate must
be overthrown and a modern nation, with the Emperor at the center, be created. Of
course, these powers and those on the side of the shogunate fought bitterly.

CONT'D OVER



During this period, civil war was an extremely dangerous thing for a country, which would

make it easy prey. Those men who had realized this and feared it happening advised
Yoshinobu to end the war and restore imperial rule (which meant returning political
power to the emperor). Initially Yoshinobu refused to listen, but finally he accepted it, and
in 1867 the Edo period drew to a close.

7. ltis said that if Yoshinobu had not made the decision to restore imperial rule, then Japan
would not enjoy its present-day prosperity; indeed, that the country of Japan itself would

not even exist.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
HR (VTN haikei background, scenery
to secure, to acquire,
RIS W< (ETD kakuho suru to get
Mo S50N oS50 kakkono fair game;Adj(na)
policy, political
BUER gune< seisaku measures
to be open to, to
B<EZERD S HBEED kiku mimi o motsu listen to:V1
3H0) RS\ nerai aim
to advance, to close
B3 HE3 semaru in on, to pressure, to
approach;V1
frantically,
desperately, as if
WASE ooUL hisshi one's life depends
on it;Adj(na)
to fear, to be
fB1ET 3 X493 kigu suru concerned, to feel

uneasy;V3




Wi 12D

to sever, to cut off, to

tatsu stop;V1

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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Fuji-san o haikei ni shashin o toritai desu.

| want to take a photo with Mt. Fuji in the
background.

ASBEFOI VY —EF. Frv ERR
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Ninki kashu no konsato wa, chiketto o kakuho
suru no ga taihen da.

It's tough to secure concert tickets for popular
singers.
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Kaban kara o-saifu ga miete iru nante, sufi no
kakké no emono da.

If your wallet can be seen inside your bag, you're
fair game for pickpockets.
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Seisakuzukuri ni kakawaritai to omou.

I'd like to be involved in policy-making.

BRIIADT ENT R CFE<EEBEER

750\,
Kare wa hito no adobaisu ni wa mattaku kiku mimi
0 motanai.

He never listens to others' advice at all.

cOFOTI O EOENIMATIH,

Kono purojekuto no nerai wa nan desu ka.

What's the aim of this project?

RTEBSNDE. HEHNDNELES,

Ketsudan o semarareru to, onaka ga itaku naru.

When | am pressured to make a decision, my
stomach starts to hurt.
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Tesuto de ii ten o tord to hisshi ni natte benkyd
shita.

| studied as if my life depended on it in order to
get a good score on the test.

HERNEIAT NS EMIERC K > TRE
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Zetsumetu ga kigu sareru débutsu wa horitu ni
yotte hogo sarete iru.

Animals which are in danger of extinction are
protected by law.

FEEMNIDEHICKFELESNL =MD T
WE9,

Gan o kakeru tame ni daisuki na okashi o tatte
imasu.

| have given up eating sweets until my wish
comes true.
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