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ROMANIZATION

Tokugawa, leyasu

Oda Nobunaga, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Tokugawa leyasu no san-nin o, san-dai eiketsu to
yobu to izen shokai shimashita ga, konkai wa san-ninme no eiketsu, leyasu o shokai
shimasho.

leyasu wa Tokugawa-bakufu arui wa Edo-bakufu to yobareru 1603-nen kara 1867-nen
made yaku 260-nen tsuzuita buke seiken no séshisha desu. Kono seiken'ka de wa,
Ten'nd kara Seii Taishogun toiu kurai o ataerareta mono ga jisshitsuteki na kenryoku o
motte seiji 0 toriokonai, soshite sore wa leyasu no shisontachi ni daidai
uketsugaremashita. Seii Taishogun wa Edo( genzai no Tokyod) ni sunde ita tame, t0ji no
seiji, bunka no chishin wa edo. Kono jidai o Edo-jidai to yobimasu.

Dewa, kono Tokugawa leyasu, dono yona jinbutsu na no desho ka.

leyasu wa Mikawa no kuni( Mikawa no kuni. Genzai no Aichi-ken) no shorydoshu no
chdnan to shite umaremasu. Toji shorydshutachi wa yuryoku na daimyo no tasuke o
ukeneba ikinobite ikenai yona jokyo. Chlsei no akashi to shite, jibun no musuko o
yuryoku daimyo ni sashidasu koto wa yoku arimashita. leyasu wa yoshoki o sengoku
daimy0 no hitojichi to shite kurashimasu.

CONT'D OVER



Sono go, Nobunaga to domei o musubi, jojo ni shinrai o kachiete itta leyasu wa dai
daimyo ni seicho shimasu. Nobunaga no shigo, Hideyoshi no zenkoku toitsu jigyo ni
kyoryoku o shi, Toyotomi seikenka de wa saiytryoku daimyo ni narimasu.

Yagate Hideyoshi ga nakunari, daimyo doushi no kenryoku arasoi ni Seki ga hara de
shori shita leyasu ga, Edo ni bakufu o hiraita no wa, 62-sai no toki deshita. Toji no heikin
juny0 ga 40-sai kara 50-sai de atta koto o kangaeru to, nagai nagai michinori o ayunde
yoyaku tsukanda seikd de aru koto ga wakaru desho.

"Nakanunara Naku made mato Hototogisu" Kono ku wa leyasu no jinsei, seikaku o
arawasu ku to shite shirarete imasu. "Hototogisu" no ku wa Nobunaga, Hideyoshi no
burogu demo shokai shimashita ga, mina-san wa dono ku ni ichi-ban kyokan o
oboemasu ka.

ENGLISH

leyasu Tokugawa

| mentioned previously that Nobunaga Oda, Hideyoshi Toyotomi, and leyasu Tokugawa
are called the three great men of the Warring States period. This time I'd like to talk about
the third of these men, leyasu Tokugawa.

leyasu was the founder of the samurai government known as the Tokugawa Shogunate,
or the Edo Shogunate, which lasted for 260 years, from 1603 until 1897. Under this
government, a man who had been granted the position of Commander-in-Chief of the
Expeditionary Forces Against the Barbarians by the Emperor had substantial power and
carried out political functions. This position was passed down through the generations of
leyasu's descendants. Because the Commander-in-Chief of the Expeditionary Forces
Against the Barbarians resided in Edo (present-day Tokyo), the political and cultural
heart of the country was Edo. This period is known as the Edo period.

So what kind of person was leyasu Tokugawa?
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leyasu was born the eldest son of a minor feudal lord in Mikawa-no-Kuni (present-day
Aichi prefecture). The state of affairs at that time was that minor feudal lords could not
survive without the assistance of powerful feudal lords. As proof of their loyalty, minor
feudal lords would often offer up their own sons to the powerful feudal lord. leyasu spent
his early childhood as a hostage of a feudal lord of the Warring States period.

After that, leyasu built an alliance with Nobunaga, gradually won Nobunaga's trust, and
grew into a great feudal lord. Following Nobunaga's death, leyasu cooperated with
Hideyoshi in his efforts to unify the whole of Japan, and under the Toyotomi government,
became the most powerful feudal lord in the country.

Eventually, Hideyoshi died, and it was at the age of sixty-two when leyasu, having been
victorious at the battle of Sekigahara in the power struggle between the feudal lords,
established the shogunate at Edo. If you consider that the average life expectancy at the
time was forty to fifty years, you realize that this was an achievement that he had
achieved after a long, long journey.

"If the cuckoo doesn't sing, wait until it does." This line is famous for representing leyasu's
life and personality. | mentioned other "cuckoo" lines in the blog entries about Nobunaga
and Hideyoshi, but which line did you most identify with?
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% DHR KDL &DE yoshoki childhood
R SFEVTA buke seiken samurai government
=58 LASL shinrai trust, faith, reliance

SAMPLE SENTENCES

T RRIBEHERCABER/BOI L,
Tokugawa leyasu wa Oda Nobunaga to démei o
musubimashita.

Tokugawa leyasu formed a union with Oda
Nobunaga.

FEDERBICHBEREXRE LUl

Sensei no kangaekata ni kydkan o oboemashita.

| sympathized with my professor's way of thinking.

RIHEABELTELH U,

Chichi wa watashi o hitojichi to shite sashidashita.

My father offered me as a hostage.

TFAEDBNREEBRLET T,

Mazu hitojichi no mi no anzen o kakuho shimasu.

We will firstly secure the safety of the hostages.

FERISIFEBROEIRETH 3EIIRR
DEHE T,

Shizuoka-ken wa Edo bakufu no sohisha de aru
Tokugawa leyasu no kokyd desu.

Shizuoka Prefecture is the birthplace of
Tokugawa leyasu, the founder of the Edo
shogunate.

eBlE. COE. L5P<LT-ILrVL
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Watashi-tachi wa, kono haru, yéyaku géruin shita.

We finally tied the knot this spring.

TIEIERIIEB ML T I,

Kekkon yubiwa wa ai no akashi desu.

Wedding rings are a token of love.

$PHIFHETES L TLV,

Yoshoki wa inaka de kurashite ita.

| lived in the countryside during my childhood.

ERICERBIEOH L THDIERNEHNN
CERH B,

To k y 6 ni buke seiken no chishin de aru bakufu
ga okareta koto ga aru.

Tokyo was once the seat of the "bakufu", which
was the heart of the samurai government.

EEZF/3DEEEANMMNDIM. KSD(F
—ﬂﬁrc\‘o

Shinrai o eru no wa jikan ga kakaru ga, ushinau
no wa isshun da.

It takes a long time to gain trust, but only one
second to lose it.
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