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ROMANIZATION

Toyotomi Hideyoshi

Mazushii umare nagara, tomi to meiyo o te ni ireta nihonshi j0 mottomo shusse o shita
hito to ieba, Toyotomi Hideyoshi desho.

Zenkai no burogu de, Oda Nobunaga wa zenkoku toitsu 0 mokuzen ni kashin ni
uragirare nakunatte shimatta... to shokai shimashita. Nobunaga no shigo, sono ato o
tsuide zenkoku toitsu o tassei

shita no ga, Nobunaga no kashin de atta Toyotomi Hideyoshi desu.

Hideyoshi no shussho ni tsuite wa, nOmin datta to iu setsu to ashigaru to yobareru kakyu
bushi datta to iu setsu ga arimasu ga, izure ni shite mo mibun ga hikui mazushii katei ni
umareta yo desu.

Oda ke de Nobunaga no zatsuyogakari to shite hataraki hajimeta Hideyoshi wa, aru fuyu
no samui hi ni Nobunaga ga gaishutsu suru koto o shirimasu. Samui yoru ni ha tozen
zOri mo hiete imasu node, Hideyoshi wa Nobunaga no tame ni hieta z6ri o futokoro ni
irete atatamete okimashita. Kono koto de "Ki no kiku yatsu da" to Nobunaga no me ni
tomatta no ga, Hideyoshi no shusse no hajimari to ka. Mawari no dare mo ga fukano da
to omo koto o s6i kufu 0 motte tsugitsugi kand ni shite iku Hideyoshi o Nobunaga wa
mitome choyo shite ikimasu.
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Nobunaga no shi go, Nobunaga no kataki o uchi, zenkoku o t0itsu shita Hideyoshi wa,
tahata no menseki o shirabe soreni taisuru nengu (zeikin no yona mono) o kimeru
"kenchi" to yobareru chosa o zenkokuteki ni okonai, keizai kiban o shikkari shita mono ni
shimasu. Mata, hanran ya teikd o nakushi seiji no ashigatame o suru tame, noOmin kara
katana nado no buki o toriageru "katanagari" mo okonai seika 0 osamemashita.

Mata, Hideyoshi wa hito no kokoro o tsukamu no ga tensaiteki ni umakatta to iwarete
imasu. Mata, Hideyoshi no seikaku o yoku arawashite iru ku to shite, "Nakanunara
nakasete misey0 hototogisu" to iu mono mo yumei desu. Nobunaga no burogu de shokai
shita ku to hikaku shite miru to, Nobunaga to Hideyoshi no seikaku no chigai ga yoku
wakari omoshiroi desu ne.

ENGLISH

Hideyoshi Toyotomi

If you ask who, having been born poor, gained wealth and prestige to have the most
successful career in the course of Japanese history, surely it would be Hideyoshi
Toyotomi.

In the previous blog, | mentioned that just before he managed to unify the whole of
Japan, Nobunaga Oda was betrayed by his vassal and died. The man who, after
Nobunaga's death, took over and achieved the unification of Japan, was Nobunaga's
vassal, Hideyoshi Toyotomi.

Regarding Hideyoshi's birth, there are theories that he was a peasant or that he was a
low-class warrior known as an "ashigaru" ("footsoldier"), but in any case, it seems he was
born into a poor family of low social status.

CONT'D OVER



5.

Hideyoshi, who had begun to work for the Oda house as Nobunaga's dogsbody, found
out one cold winter's day that Nobunaga was going out. On a cold evening, of course, the
"zori" ("straw sandals") would also be cold, so Hideyoshi warmed up the cold "z6ri" for
Nobunaga by tucking them inside his coat. It's said that this act of consideration caught
Nobunaga's attention and was the beginning of Hideyoshi's successful career.
Hideyoshi, who time and again with imagination and creativity made possible those
things that everyone else thought were impossible, was given the seal of approval by
Nobunaga and went on to be appointed to positions of responsibility.

Following Nobunaga's death, Hideyoshi, who avenged Nobunaga and united the whole
of Japan, undertook a nationwide survey called the "land survey," in which the area of
crop fields were worked out and annual tributes (similar to taxes) decided based on that
area. Furthermore, in order to rid the country of insurrections and opposition and gain a
firm governing hold, Hideyoshi carried out a "sword hunt," which disqualified farmers
from carrying weapons such as swords, and he saw the fruits of his efforts.

Furthermore, itis said that Hideyoshi was incredibly gifted in winning people's hearts and
minds. A famous line that is often used to express Hideyoshi's character is "If the cuckoo
doesn't sing, try to make it sing." If you compare this line to that which | introduced in the
blog about Nobunaga, you can clearly see the differences in Nobunaga and Hideyoshi's
personalities. Interesting, right?

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
MR 2D&LS zatsuyo miscellaneous
g8 SECSH futokoro (breast) pocket
getting ahead,
career
it Lwo& shusse advancement, being
promoted
originality and
BIETX Z2ULLKAD soi kuf ingenuity
RS Bu\H seika results, achievement

NET D AUl DI B gaishursu suru to go out;(v3)




social position,

Sk HiS A mibun social class

y NE SH\DS fukano impossible;Adj(na)

nNe&E & kataki enemy
H—93 ESLDTD toitsu  suru to unify;V3

SAMPLE SENTENCES

KUFTAR>DEISHEVHAISEDNTIC
LZ57,
Yoshiko-san wa tsumaranai zatsuyé ni owarete

isogashiso da.

Yoshiko seems to be busy with miscellaneous
trifles.

FEIIEBZEEDORICANTEDE,

Hideyoshi wa zori o jibun no futokoro ni irete
atatameta.

Hideyoshi placed the straw sandals in his breast
pocket to warm them.

HHED & UHEXTUELRRIEERDN
TL\D,

Shusse no koto shika kangaete inai Rydji wa
Kirawarete iru.

Ryoiji, who thinks about nothing but advancing his
career, is hated by everyone.

RIEIETXRICEALLIEHTHICE >z,
Kare wa soi kufa ni tonda sakusen de ikusa ni
katta.

He won the battle with an original and ingenious
strategy.

BRNEITNERFHRMBENT T,

Doryoku o sureba kanarazu seika ga
arawaremasu.

If you make the effort, you will definitely see
results.

HE(INET SHICHETLESEHDE
ER

Kanojo wa gaishutsu suru mae ni hiyakedome o
nurimasu.

She puts on sunscreen before she goes out.

STHARCESIEDHEEHD I I,

Ima mo Nihon ni nokoru mibun seido wa arimasu
ka.

Are there any social class systems still remaining
in Japan?

FEERARZEARECRXBBIE O,

Hideyoshi wa fukand o kané ni kaeru otoko datta.

Hideyoshi was the man who turned the impossible
into the possible.




FalIEROHICETEE DI, FEIFEROADD (CHAREEEH—L
Hideyoshi wa Nobunaga no kataki o utta. 1z,

Hideyoshi wa Nobunaga no kawari ni nihon

Hideyoshi defeated Nobunaga's enemy. zengoku o t5itsu shita

It was Hideyoshi who unified the whole of Japan,
instead of Nobunaga.
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