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Top 10 Japanese Holidays:
Tanabata/The Star Festival
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> Ichi-nen de mottomo yoru no tenki ga ki ni naru hi... Sore wa shichi-gatsu nanoka de wa
nai desho ka? Naze ka to iu to, sono hi wa tanabata dakara. Tanabata no "Orihime" to
"Hikoboshi" no o-hanashi o shiranai to nan no koto daka wakaranai kamo shiremasen
ne.

5. Mukashi mukashi, Tentei no musume de aru Orihime to, ushikai no Hikoboshi ga koi ni
ochimashita. Orihime wa hata o oru no ga shigoto de, Hikoboshi wa ushi no se wa o suru
no ga shigoto deshita. Futari tomo taihen hataraki mono datta no de, Tentei wa kono
futari no kekkon o mitomemashita. Tokoro ga, Orihime mo Hikoboshi mo kekkon
seikatsu ga amari ni tanoshiku, kekkon shita totan futari wa hatarakanaku natte shimatta
no desu. Okotta Tentei wa Orihime to Hikoboshi o ten no kawa de hedate, hikihanashite
shimaimasu. Tada, futari o sukoshi aware ni omotta tentei wa, nen ni ichi-do dake
tanabata ni au koto o yurushimashita. Ten no kawa ni wa hashi ga arimasen ga,
tanabata ni naru to, kasasagi to iu tori ga doko kara tomo naku tonde kite, futari no tame
ni hashi o kakete kureru no dasé desu....

4. Toiu no ga, tanabata no o-hanashi. Dewa naze, tanabata no yoru no tenki ga ki ni naru
no ka to iu to, ame ga furu to ten no kawa no mizukasa ga mashite, kasasagi ga hashi o
kakerarenaku nari, Orihime to Hikoboshi ga au koto ga dekinaku naru kara na no desu.

5. Chugoku ya Betonamu, Kankoku ni mo tanabata wa aru so desu ga, Nihon de wa
negaigoto o tanzaku ni kaki, hoshi no katachi o shita kazari nado to issho ni sasa no ha
ni tsurushimasu. Yochien ya shogakko no kotachi no kaku tanzaku no naka ni wa,
oboetate no ji de "Orihime to Hikoboshi ga aemasu yo0 ni" to kakareta mono mo tamani
arimasu. Nandaka kawaii desu ne.

ENGLISH

1. "Tanabata" ("The Star Festival")

> The day of the year when everyone is most concerned about what the weather will be
like at night...surely, that would be the seventh of July? Why, you ask? Because that's the
day of the Star Festival. If you're not familiar with the story of Orihime (the constellation
Vega) and Hikoboshi (the constellation Altair), then you probably won't know about the
Star Festival.
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5. Along time ago, Orihime, the daughter of the King of Heaven, and Hikoboshi, a
cattleherd, fell in love. Orihime's work was to weave at the loom, while Hikoboshi's job
was to take care of the cattle. Both were extremely hard working, so the King of Heaven
gave them permission to be married. However, both Orihime and Hikoboshi enjoyed
married life so much that as soon as they were married, they stopped working. Angered,
the King of Heaven put the Milky Way between Orihime and Hikoboshi, separating them.
But, feeling some pity for the two, the King of Heaven permitted them to meet just once a
year, on the Star Festival. The Milky Way has no bridge, but when the Star Festival
comes around, birds called European magpies suddenly come flying out of nowhere and
apparently build a bridge for the two of them...

4. And this is the story of the Star Festival. So why do people care about the weather on the
night of the Star Festival, you ask? Because if it rains, the volume of water in the Milky
Way rises, so the European magpies can't build a bridge, and so Orihime and Hikoboshi
can't meet each other.

5. China, Vietnam, and Korea apparently have their own versions of the Star Festival, butin
Japan, people write their wishes on strips of paper and hang them up on bamboo leaves
along with decorations shaped like stars and such. Among the wishes written by the
children at preschools and elementary schools, there are sometimes those that say, in
shaky, just-learned letters, "l wish that Orihime and Hikoboshi can meet each other." Isn't
that cute?

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
b Eleh totan just at the moment
strips of paper used
Gt VSIS tanzaku for writing wishes
X TATUL tentei the lord of heaven
water level, water
K HFHS mizukasa volume
RT3 ~NETB hedateru to part, to separate

I3 I3 kakeru to lay, to build




to hang something

tsurusu down, to suspend

VRS RVES VAR AV

kasasagi magpie

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Mz &im, MARED TE T,

Soto ni deta totan ame ga futte kita.

The moment | went out, it started raining.

EMCEVSEEOEDENTLLIEE L,

Tanzaku ni negaigoto o hitotsu kaite kudasai.

Please write your wish on a strip of paper used for
writing wishes.

RUTCKFBERSTETI>FES %,

Kesshite tentei o okorasete wa naranu.

You must never upset the lord of heaven.

BET. JIIOKHTHR—RICIER T,

Taifd de kawa no mizukasa ga ikki ni fueta.

The water level of the river rose at once due to
the the typhoon.

BRI NNEeRTRIEICEATLS,
Shinseki wa kawa o hedateta hantaigishi ni
sunde iru.

My relatives live on the opposite shore separated
by the river.

REDEF CTHZEZRIT.

Hantai no kishi made hashi o kaketa.

We built a bridge to the other bank.

COFEICE. v YFTIUTMRDBINT
WD,

Kono heya ni wa shanderia ga tsurusarete iru.

A chandelier is hanging in this room.

NUUFORERDIII

Kasasagi no su o mitsuketa.

| found a magpie nest.
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