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ROMANIZATION

Shotoku Taishi

Konkai shokai suru rekishijo no jinbutsu wa, Shotoku Taishi. Ima kara 1400 nen ijo mo
mukashi no seijika desu ga, nihonjin de shiranai hito wa inai to itte mo kagon de wa
arimasen.

Shotoku Taishi wa, 10 nin no hanashi o doji ni kiki, tekikaku ni rikai shi, sorezore no hito
ni tekisetsu na jogen o ataeru koto ga dekita to iu densetsu 0 nokoshite imasu. Kono
itsuwa ga hiroku shirarete iru koto kara, doji ni nannin mono hito ni hanashi kakerareta
tokini,( watashi wa Shotoku Taishi ja nai n da kara, hitori zutsu hanashite yo) nado to,
sono na ga hikiai ni dasareru koto mo arimasu.

Nihon no o-satsu ni wa jinbutsu no sh6z0 ga insatsu sarete imasu ga, mottomo ooku o-
satsu no shozo ni egakareta no ha, Shotoku Taishi de, nanto genzai made 7 shurui no o-
satsu ni t0j0 shite iru s6 desu. kono koto kara mo, ikani Shotoku Taishi ga sonkei sarete
iru ka ga wakarimasu ne.

Dewa, naze konna ni mo Shotoku Taishi wa Nihonjin kara mitomerarete iru no desho ka?
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Shotoku Taishi ga okonatta ookina shigoto no hitotsu ni, kani juuni kai to iu seido no
donyu ga arimasu. kore wa, Nihon de hajimete, umareta iegara ni torawarezu ni, yashu
na jinzai o toyo shiyo to kokoromita seido desu. Toji, mibun wa umaretsuki kimatte ori,
seiji mo ichibu no ketsuen shudan ni yoru seshisei ga hotondo de atta koto o kangaeru
to, taihen kakkiteki na seido to ieru desho.

Mata, Shotoku Taishi wa, bukkyo o tsukatte kuni o osameyo to kangae, genzai no nara
ken ni HOryU-ji o konrya shitari, t0ji, senshinkoku de atta Zui( Zui. genzai no Chugoku)
kara susunda bunka ya seido o sekkyokuteki ni yu'nyu shiyoto tsutomemashita.

Nihonbunka to seiji no ishizue o tsukutta jinbutsu toshite, Shotoku Taishi wa 1400 nen
ijou tatta genzai mo ooku no nihonjin kara sonkei o atsumete iru no desu.

ENGLISH

Prince Shotoku

The historical figure I'll introduce this time is Prince Shotoku. He is a politician from a long
time ago—over 1,400 years ago today, but it's no exaggeration to say that there is nota
single person in Japan who doesn't know who he is.

Prince Shotoku left behind the legend that he was able to listen to ten people speaking at
the same time, understand them all accurately, then give each one of them, in turn,
pertinent advice. Because this anecdote is widely known, when someone is spoken to by
several people at once, sometimes his name is used in a comparison—"I'm not Prince
Shotoku, so speak one at a time!"

On the Japanese currency notes there are printed people's portraits, but the person who
is most featured is Prince Shotoku. At the present time, he has appeared on as many as
seven types of notes. From this, too, you understand just how much Prince Shotoku is
respected.

So, why is Prince Shotoku so appreciated by the Japanese people?
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One of the great tasks that Prince Shotoku performed was the introduction of the system
known as the "kan'i junikai," "twelve tiers of positions." This was the first system in Japan
that let talented men of intelligence try for promotion regardless of the status of the family
into which they had been born. If you consider that at the time, one's social position was
decided at birth and governments were almost totally composed of a small group of
people related by blood in a hereditary system, you could call this an extremely
groundbreaking system.

Furthermore, Prince Shotoku thought to use Buddhism to govern the country; he built the
temple of HOrya in the present-day Nara prefecture, and he actively endeavored to
introduce culture and systems from the Sui dynasty (present-day China), which was an
advanced country by the standards of the time.

As the man who created the cornerstone of Japanese culture and government, even
now, 1,400 years later, Prince Shotoku garners the respect of many Japanese people.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
foundation,

i WLFR ishizue co e e
SoHEE] HFALACKL senshinkoku developed country
EERm hoETE kakkiteki groundbreaking
THEEH BLwSEL seshisei hereditary system

MiFEM (FD2ALBwDIEA ketsuen shidan kin group
BHIS EDLDTB toyo suru to appoint, to assign
to cite something as
5IEELICHT OEHVICET hikiai ni dasu an example
R (C TEH<Ic tekikaku ni precisely, accurately
WREE LD itsuwa anecdote
saying too much,
BE nSh kagon exaggeration
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Kono hakubutsukan ga kore kara no heiwa no
ishizue ni naru koto o negatte iru.

We hope that this museum becomes a
cornerstone of peace from now on.

HARETERDFEAAD = Uz,

Nihon wa senshinkoku no nakama iri o shita.

Japan joined the developed countries.

IRV DV HFERNE o T2,
Pasokon wa toji kakkiteki datta.

The personal computer was a groundbreaking
product at the time.
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T6ji no Nihon no seiji wa seshisei o saiyd shite
ita.

Politics in Japan at that time employed a
hereditary system.
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Kono chihé wa ketsuen shidan de mura ga kései
sarete iru.

In this area, villages are composed of kin groups.

SEUR(ICEEBEBNICERY 3,
Juyo na shoku ni josei o sekkyokuteki ni toyo
suru.

We actively appoint women to important posts.
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Itsumo hahaoya wa ane no koto o hikiai ni shite
watashi no koto o shikaru.

My mother always holds my sister up as an
example, and scolds me.
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Ano kantoku wa donna toki mo tekikaku ni shiji
suru koto ga dekiru.

That manager can give accurate instructions
whatever the situation.

RENLEEEE RV T,

Kandoteki na itsuwa o Kkiita.

| heard a touching anecdote.

. BAOTOBKEFOHRT—HIZE
S D CEBE T,

Kare ga Nihon no puro yakyd senshu no naka de
ichi-ban da to itte mo kagon de wa nai.

It is not too much to say that he is the best
baseball player in Japan.
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