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ROMANIZATION

1. Shiba Ryotaro

> Kinnen, Nihon de wa rekishijo no jinbutsu o aikd shi, sono jinbutsu ni matsuwaru shoseki
o yondari yukari no chi o tazunetari suru josei ga fuete imasu. lwayuru
"rekijo" (rekijo;2009-nen goro kara tsukawarete iru z0go) desu ga, dansei ni mo nezuyoi
ninki ga aru rekishi shosetsu. Toku ni, fan no 0i rekishi shosetsuka to ieba Shiba Ryotaro
desu.
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Naokisho o jusho shita "fukurd no shiro" o hajime, "Rydoma ga yuku" "saka no ue no
kumo" nado daihydsaku o erabu no ni kurd suru hodo, sono sakuhin no 0ku ga nagaku
aidoku sarete imasu.

Mata, kare no sakuhin wa eizoka sareru koto ga 0i no mo tokucho. Soredake,
kyakuhonka ya enshutsuka ga genbun kara iméji o kakitaterareru shosetsu na no desu.

Shiba no egaku jinbutsu wa, sore ga kono yoni wa moé inai kako no hito de aru koto o
wasuresaseru hodo ikiiki to shite ite, dokugo, dare mo ga sono jinbutsu o suki ni
narimasu. Sara ni, kyokasho ni wa namae sura agaranai jinbutsu o toriage, aijo o motte
egaku tokoro mo oku no fan o atsumete imasu.

Oda Nobunaga ya Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Tokugawa leyasu, soshite Sakamoto Ryoma ya
Saigo Takamori nado Nihongo o manande iru mina-san de areba kiita koto ga aru
desh0. Korera no Nihonshijo no daihyoteki na jinbutsu wa, fukust no sakuhin ni t0j0
shite imasu. Genzai no Nihon o katachizukutta "ijin" ga, dono y6 na jinsei no bunkiten de
dono yo0 na sentaku, kodo o shita no ka.... Sore o shiru koto wa, Nihon ya Nihonjin o rikai
suru ue de taihen, yaku ni tatsu koto desho.

Mazu wa, namae dake de mo shitte iru jinbutsu ga detekuru sakuhin kara yomihajimeru
to iss0, Shiba no egaku Nihon no rekishi o tanoshimu koto ga dekimasu yo.

1923-nen 8-gatsu Osakafu ni umareru

1996-nen 2-gatsu kyonen 72-sai

Daihyosaku "fukurd no shiro"

"Ryuma gayuku"

"saka no ue no kumo"

ENGLISH
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Ryotard Shiba

In recent years in Japan, women who love historical figures and who do things such as
read books related to them and visit places linked to them are on the increase. These
women are known as "rekijo" (a coined word that has been in use since about 2009) or
"history girls," but historical novels also enjoy a deep-seated popularity with men. A writer
of historical novels with a particularly large number of fans is Ryotaroé Shiba.

Beginning with "The Castle of an Owl," which won the Naoki Prize, and continuing with
"Ryoma Moves Ahead," "Clouds Over the Slope," and more, the majority of his works
have been so well loved for such a long time that it is difficult to choose his best-known
work.

Furthermore, another distinguishing feature of his works is that many have been made
into films. This shows how much his novels have the power to stir the imagination of
screenwriters and producers.

Shiba's characters are so lively that you can easily forget that they are people of the past
who no longer exist in this world. After reading about them, anyone would grow to love
them. Furthermore, Shiba's technique of featuring people whose names don't even come
up in textbooks and writing about them with affection has also brought him many fans.
You who are studying Japanese will have heard of Nobunaga Oda and Hideyoshi
Toyotomi, leyasu Tokugawa, Ryoma Sakamoto, Takamori Saigo, and so on. These
prominent figures of Japanese history are featured in multiple works. What kinds of
decisions or actions did the "great men" who built modern Japan make, and at what
kinds of crossroads in their lives? Knowing this surely plays an important role in helping
us to understand Japan and the Japanese.

If you first begin by reading one of his works that features someone about whom you only
know their name, you will be able to enjoy the picture of Japanese history painted by
Shiba even more.

August 1923, born in Osaka prefecture

February 1996, died at age seventy-two
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9. Best-known works are "The Castle of an Owl," "Ryoma Moves Ahead," and "Clouds Over

the Slope"
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
deep-rooted, deep-
ARARL) ZCIRN nezuyoi seated, persistent
to be awarded a
1A ER T (FAN kyakuhonka screenwriter
EER AL DM enshutsuka producer
to stir up, to provoke,
BEFEFTELTULD LWFnEFeELTLS ikiikitoshiteiru lively, energetic
even more,
—E WDZED iSsO continued

SAMPLE SENTENCES

COYYA—F—LERBOAIDRD S,

Kono sakka chimu wa nezuyoi ninki ga aru.

This soccer team has a deep-seated popularity.

®(E. EFES—RNIBEBEFEEREL
Kare wa kyonen néberu keizaigaku shé o jusho
shita.

He won the Nobel Prize for Economics last year.

RS VYOBIARZRICIEDTZ0,

Dorama no kyakuhonka ni naritai.

| want to be a drama screenwriter.

BERICXDDO RSN,

Enshutsuka ni sukauto sareta.

| was scouted by a producer.




CTOMRE(L, BERNDEBEZIUTIIERIS, SBERNEVWCEEESTEZTELTL

Sono eiga wa s6zoryoku o kakitateru sakuhin da. B

k kai o ikiikitoshiteiru.
The movie is a work which excites the imagination. Mangaka ga kaita dobutsu wa ikikitoshiteiru

The animals drawn by the cartoonist are lively.

S14Tyv kU UNDYRLEDTEID—BAROTRZ S,

Daietto shita ga ribaundo shita node yori issé futotte mieru.

| went on a diet, but | gained back the weight, so | look even fatter.

GRAMMAR
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