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ROMANIZATION

Murasaki Shikibu

Genmitsu ni ie ba "sakka" to iu bunrui ni wa hairazu, mata sakuhin mo kingendai no
"shosetsu" to doretsu ni wa atsukaemasen ga, Nihon bungaku o kataru ue de kanka
dekinai no ga, Murasaki Shikibu no sonzai desu.

Heian jidai ni seiritsu shita "Genji monogatari" wa "Hikaru Geniji" to iu shuyojinbutsu o
monogatari. Taihen yumei na node, Nihongo o gakushu suru mina-san de areba doko
ka de mimi ni shita koto ga aru desho.

Sate, anataga imamade suki ni natta aite o0 omoidashite mite kudasai. Kaodachi ya
seikaku, shigusa nado kyotsuten ga arimasen ka?

"Hikaru Genji" ga koi o idaku josei no kyotsuten wa "dokoka ni haha no omokage ga aru”
to iu koto. San-sai de jitsu no haha to shibetsu shita kare wa, chichioya no gosai de aru
josei ni tsuyoku hikaremasu. Nazenara, chichi wa Hikaru Genji no naki haha o fukaku
aishite ita tame ni, nite iru to hydban no josei o tsuma ni mukaeta kara desu. Nenrei mo
chikaku, otagai ni kdi 0 motte wa ite mo, giri no oyako kankei de aru tame ni koi no joju
wa muzukashiku, Genji wa kanawanu shibo o tsunorasemasu.

Genji ga juhassai no ori, gibo ni sokkuri na omozashi no shojo to deau no desu ga,
kanojo wa gibo no mei datta no desu. Kono shojo koso, jinsei no hotondo o Hikaru Genji
no aijo o isshin ni ukeru koto ni naru "Murasaki no ue". Sakusha, "Murasaki Shikibu" no
namae no yurai ni mo natte imasu.
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Ten'nd no chi o hiki, chii mo tomi mo ari, yoshitanrei de kokoroyasashii Genji ni shasei,
aisareru no desu kara kofuku na shogai datta yo ni kanjiraremasu ga, kanojo wa tsuini
kare no kodomo o sazukaru koto wa arimasen deshita. Sarani, ban'nen ni natte kanojo
yori mo takai mibun no wakai josei ga "seisai" to shite Hikaru Genji to kekkon suru koto ni
narimasu.

Somosomo, Hikaru Genji ga jibun o misometa no wa koi o yosete ita gibo ni "nite ita"
tame... Murasaki no ue wa tsune ni Hikaru Genji no katawara ni ari nagara kuno
shitsuzukemasu. Sono kurushimi o Hikaru Genji ga shitte ita to wa kaite arimasen.

"Genji" ni wa samazama na taipu no josei ga t0jo shimasu. "Motto mo shiawase na josei
wa dareka" "Jibun dattara dono josei ni kanjoinyu dekiru ka" nado to kangae nagara
yomi susumeru to omoshiroi desho. Kanshin no aru hito wa, bokokugo ni honyaku sareta
arasuji o ichidoku shite jinbutsu no kankei ya dekigoto nado o atama ni irete kara, zentai
no bunsho ni chosen shite mite kudasai.

Seibotsunen, tanjo chi, honmyd misho

Tanjo wa 978-nen goro ka? 1015-nen goro nakunatta ka?

Daihyosaku "Genji monogatari”

"Murasakishikibu nikki"

ENGLISH

Strictly speaking, she is notincluded in the category of "author," and her works are also
not grouped together with modern-day "novels," but when talking about Japanese
literature, the presence of Murasaki Shikibu cannot be overlooked.

"The Tale of Genji," which was completed in the Heian era, is a lengthy narrative, running
to as many as fifty-four scrolls, which has the protagonist "Hikaru Genji" at its center,
surrounded by around five hundred other characters. It is incredibly famous, so all of you
reading this who are studying Japanese must have heard of it somewhere or other.
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Now, please recall all the people you've loved up until now. Do they have anything in
common in their faces, personalities, gestures, and so on?

What the women whom "Hikaru Genji" loves have in common is that they all "have the
vestiges of his mother somewhere in them." Having lost his mother at the age of three, he
is strongly attracted to the woman who is his father's new wife. Why? Because his father
loved Hikaru Genji's dead mother very deeply, and so he took a woman who was
deemed to resemble her as his new wife. Although she and Geniji are close in age and
although the love he feels is reciprocated by her, they are bound by the formal
constraints of their parent-child relationship, and so the realization of their love is difficult;
thus Genji's unrequited yearning grows stronger.

At the age of eighteen, Genji meets a girl whose face exactly resembles that of his
stepmother, but she is in actuality his stepmother's stepdaughter. This girl herself, who
goes on to spend her life receiving all of Hikaru Geniji's love, is Murasaki. She is also the
origin of the name of the author, Murasaki Shikibu.

Because she is of the Emperor's bloodline, possessing social status and wealth,
beautiful and kind-hearted, as well as loved by Genji throughout her whole life, it seems
as if Murasaki leads a fortunate life, but in the end she never carries Genji's child.
Furthermore, itis woman higher in social status and younger than she—who is now in
later life—who marries Hikaru Genji and becomes his legal wife.

Originally, Hikaru Geniji first looked at her because she resembled the stepmother whom
he loved... Murasaki, while always at Hikaru Geniji's side, continually suffers. It is not
written whether or not Hikaru Genji knows of her suffering.

Many different types of women appear in "Genji." | think it would be interesting to read the
book while thinking "Who among these women is the happiest?" or "If it were me, which
woman could | empathize with?" Those who are interested, please have a quick read of
a synopsis of the plot that has been translated into your native language and commit the
book's happenings, the characters' relationships, etc., to memory before giving the entire
book a try.

Date of birth and death, birthplace, and real name unknown
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10. Birth was possibly around the year 978(?)

11. Death was possibly around the year 1015(?)

1. Best-known works are "The Tale of Genji" and "The Murasaki Shikibu Diary"

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
BZRICEXE (FAHFDICVZIE genmitsu ni ieba strictly speaking
FIRMA FAITATEN kingendai the modern era
BBID MADT 3 kanka suru to overlook, to ignore
=] L shigusa gesture
shadow, remnant,
HF HEMNTF omokage vestige
to accomplish, to
B9 3 C&d5CwT3 joju suru realize, to succeed
(in)
to long for, to yearn
BREHES5ES LIEZEDmM5E%  shibo o tsunoraseru after
DL LS LAV yoshitanrei good looks
to have affection for
(someone), to wish

like (someone)

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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Genmitsu ni ieba Nihon no aoshingé wa ao de wa
nai.

Strictly speaking, the Japanese "blue crossing
light" is not actually blue.

TIRADER(CHEIKDRH D E T,

Kingendai no rekishi ni kydomi ga arimasu.

| am interested in modern history.

CHZXREFEETEELL,

Kono misu wa kanka dekinai.

We cannot overlook this mistake.

ETEEOHEE L RECTRENS,

Hanasu toki no shigusa o yoku tomodachi ni
manesareru.

My friends often mimic the gestures | make while
talking.

BlC. BEOEEAERD>TLD,

Musume ni hahaoya no omokage ga nokotte iru.

The daughter shows vestiges of her mother.

BEBRMSTEBROIC. MREIITCOSER
Do
Koi o joju saseru tame ni jinja ni iké to omé.

In order to succeed in love, | will go to the shrine.

CLERBNBREESE TS,

Nakunatta haha e shibo o tsunorasete iru.

| yearn for my deceased mother.

K. BEIRBIANIL,

Kare wa ydéshitanrei na hito da.

He is a good-looking person.

HEEZFETTUBIABRVETH,

Koi o yosete iru hito ga imasu ka.

Is there someone you like?
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