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ROMANIZATION

1 Kawabata Yasunari

> Nihonjin de hajimete Noberu bungakushé ni kagayaita no ga, Kawabata Yasunari desu.

5. Kare no bunsho no tokushoku to wa "utsukushii" to iu ten. Tsukawareru kotoba to ii,
ondoku shita toki no hibiki to ii, hoka no sakka to wa issen o kakushite iru to takaku
hyoka sarete imasu.

4. Sara ni subarashii no wa, kingendai no sakka wa kazoekirenai hodo takusan imasu ga,
sono naka demo "meisaku" to yobareru shosetsu o ikutsumo nokoshite iru koto desu.

5. Korera no riyu kara, Kawabata wa Nihon bungaku no choten ni tatsu sakka no hitori to
ichizukerarete imasu.

5. Son'na bungakuteki saind ni megumareta kare desu ga, tatta 2-sai de chichi o, yokunen
wa haha o, 7-sai no koro ni sobo, sono san-nen go ni ane o, tsuini wa 15-sai de sofu to
shiniwakare, totemo sabishii kateikankyd no naka de sodachi mashita. Kono kyogu wa,
kare no sakuhin ni tadai na eikyd o oyoboshimasu.

7. Daihydsaku "lzu no odoriko" wa 80-nen ijo mae ni shippitsu sareta tanpen shosetsu
desu ga, shoseki de tanoshimu no wa mochiron, rokkai mo yakusha o kaete eigaka
sareta hodo ninki no aru sakuhin. Sono shujinkd no seinen wa "koji (Kawabata to onaji
desu ne)"to iu settei de, Nihon de wa yimei na kankochi de aru Izu o tabi shimasu.
Docha de deatta tabigeinin no ichiza, toriwake karen na odoriko no shojo to no atatakai
kokoro no koryu o tsUjite, kodoku ga iyasareru to iu sujigaki.

s. Kawabata ga 19-sai no ori ni, jissai ni Izu de taiken shita koto ni chakuso o eta honsaku
kara, kare no shosetsu o yomi susumeru hito mo 0i desu.
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Tsugitsugi to sakuhin o happy0 suru katawara de wakai sakka e no shien mo
seiryokuteki ni okonai, ato ni shokai suru Mishima Yukio o debyu saseta no mo
Kawabata desu.

Son'na kare desu ga, sosakuryoku no otoroe ya kenkd e no fuan nado kara gasu jisatsu
o toge, 6ku no fan ni oshimare mashita.

1899-nen 6-gatsu Osaka-fu ni umareru

1972-nen 4-gatsu kyonen 72-sai

daihydsaku "lzu no odoriko"

"yukiguni"

"koto"

ENGLISH

Yasunari Kawabata

The first Japanese person ever to be awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature was
Yasunari Kawabata.

The defining characteristic of his writing is its beauty. In terms of both his word choice
and the sound of his sentences when read aloud, Kawabata is highly revered in a
category set apart from other writers.

Even more amazing is that, even among the myriad of modern writers so numerous it's
impossible to count them all, not just one but several of Kawabata's novels remain as
great classics.
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For these reasons, Kawabata is ranked as one of the writers at the very pinnacle of
Japanese literature.

Although blessed with such great literary talent, Kawabata grew up in an extremely
lonely familial environment. At just two years old he lost his father, followed the next year
by his mother, and then at the age of seven his grandmother, followed three years later
by his elder sister, and finally, aged fifteen, his grandfather. These circumstances were to
greatly affect his writing.

His best-known work, "The Dancing Girl of 1zu," is a short story that he wrote more than
eighty years ago. ltis of course enjoyed as a book butis also popular enough to have
been made into a film as many as six times, all with different actors. The setup involves
the young male protagonist, an orphan (the same as Kawabata, you'll notice) who is
traveling through lzu, a famous Japanese tourist destination. The plot follows him as he
meets a troupe of traveling performers along his way — in particular a pretty young
dancing girl — and how his loneliness is eased by the warm exchange of feeling
between them.

There are many people who, having read this story, which was inspired by an actual
experience Kawabata had in Izu when he was nineteen, go on to read the rest of his
works.

Even while publishing book after book, Kawabata also tirelessly supported young
writers; it was he who helped Yukio Mishima (whom | will introduce later) make his
literary debut.

However, it was this same man who, due to his failing imagination and concerns about
his health (among other factors) took his own life by gas. He was sorely missed by his
many fans.

June 1899 - Born in Osaka prefecture

April 1972 - Died aged seventy-two

Best-known works - "The Dancing Girl of Izu," "Snow Country," "The Old Capital"
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Kanji Kana Romaji English
to draw a clear line
(between), to draw a
—IREET WoBAZENKT issen o kakusu sharp contrast
(between)
atthe same time, on
to getan idea, to be
mEE JUME sujigaki script, plot
[=1f7 3 DN A karen cute, pretty, lovable
—EE nwsd ichiza troupe, company
mis U koji orphan
Hid FTLO5CS kyogu circumstance(s)
R (& DULC(E tsui ni wa finally
to meet with (an
ZF3 3 togeru accident, death etc.),

to accomplish

SAMPLE SENTENCES

HOERTORMERL. —REBET,

Kare no gakko de no seiseki wa issen o kakusu.

His school grades draw a clear line between him
and the other students.

E(d. EFEDES. RREDOBRITHS
TLd,

Tsuma wa shufugyd no katawara eikaiwa no
koéshi mo tsutomete iru.

My wife is a full-time housewife, and also teaches
English conversation on the side.

RADENSHUWEIRIDERZS
IZo

chakuso o eta.

| got the idea for a new business from what my
friend said.

ANE(E, BHETEDIEZLL,

Jinsei wa sujigaki déri ni susumanai.

Life doesn't follow a script.




AL DTREHINTVBIREBA LT,

Karen na shéjo ga egakarete iru e o konyu shita.

| purchased a painting depicting a pretty girl.

AT T, Y—AXD—EEHE DT

Tabisaki de sakasu no ichiza to deatta.

| met a circus troupe on my travels.

BHRCLOTHZLOMENET NI,

Senso ni yotte 6ku no koji ga umareta.

Due to the war, many children were made
orphans.

RE. ERSAEIRNETRBICSHNTL
Do

Genzai kensetsugaisha wa fan na kyégad ni
okarete iru.

Construction companies are currently under
adverse circumstances.

ZORERIF. REOBNIDOR. EIC(E.
EXTIEERS LT,

Sono jadoka wa naganen no doryoku no sue tsui
ni wa kinmedaru o kakutoku shita.

After many years of effort, the judo expert finally
earned a gold medal.

AR RAIBLREERITTZ,

Shaché wa fukakai na shi o togeta.

The company president met with a mysterious
death.

GRAMMAR

Natsuko: A —F v ZT70O5FEMY—XVESE ) IimEA

Yuichi: CAICBIERRSULETT,

Natsuko: DT, PSULET A, SHIFHCDVLWTHEITBDIATIH?
Yuichi) ITRERBR T 9. Natsuko:d. J —NIVNXZEER e EEHBIERTINR, T
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Yuichi:lZL\, MOIERE—IBEB I LDOEALRLHSCE. T —RNILNEE EZES X
AU ILOTI O,

Natsuko:EDTI 13,
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1 ?
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WOBARIAEH DT I LN, FRWMO>THUNDT., FRCDSEDEIFTT,
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Natsuko:& C B TH— S AINIHRBDIERIFFTRALCESD XTI N ?
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Natsuko : =BT E, BEROIHNT T, ERRMNFMASEZ >z L,
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Natsuko : BIFFAEBELU THRATZECEBRLVWATITIITNE L, TERCODYT1TVRTFT
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NIEXET, UM, FERBICCOSFHDPTVNETNUEEEZ >IEEVDSHDICEX
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YUuichiSBaARBBE VWDSIREBICHE DIEZEDIHATI(FEE. ECDA—F—MRTI1,. &
RIEEDLTHSTOVEL EVWDSCET, BREEFEAEZITRSHEN>ZS5LULT

EP

Natsuko: KDEETI R, LWHPBHEHIWEWLWSPDTIR, TE. ZDMREIL. ZD

ENFTRBERICIE>IZETL £ 51,

Yuichi B AEZDHERBLZ UM S, )RR,

Natsuko: ClE, SRIOL Y X VECHBETICLT L&D, Yuichi:ldL\, ZNTIE, &

KOS, REDA—FTATOTTEVEFL &£ D,



