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ROMANIZATION

1. Akutagawa Ryunosuke

> Heian jidai, Miyako no seimon de aru "Rashomon" de shujinkd no genin (genin;
meshitsukai no seinen) ga amayadori o shite iru bamen kara, kono hanashi wa
hajimarimasu.

5. Kare wa shoku o ushinai, tabete ikutameni wa nusubito ni narushika nai to kangaete
imasu. Shikashi, "yUki" ga denai mama omoinayande iru to, Rashomon no ue kara
monooto ga shimasu. Hashigo o nobotta genin ga mita mono wa, hikitorite no nai itai ga
gorogoro to suterarete iru kurayami no naka de ugoku akari deshita. Nanto, taimatsu o te
ni shita roba ga wakai on'na no itai kara kami o nuite iru de wa arimasen ka.

4. Hageshii ikari o idaita genin wa katana o nuki, roba ni tobikakaru no desu ga, kanojo wa
"kono on'na wa seizen, hebi o0 sakana da to itsuwatte utte ita. Sore wa warui koto da ga,
ikiru tame ni wa shikata nakatta. shitagatte watashi ga itai no kami o nuite katsura o
tsukuri, utta to shitemo yurusareru hazu. Ikiru tame ni yamunaku okonau aku na no da
kara" to shucho shimasu.

5. Kore o kiita genin wa "kore mo ikiru tame ni shikata naku suru koto da" to itte roba no
kimono o hagitoru to, yoru no yami ni kiete ikimashita.

5. Kore wa, Akutagawa Ryunosuke no daihyosaku "Rashomon" no arasuji desu. Kono
sakuhin wa "ikite iku tame ni wa akuji mo yurusareru" to iu kangaekata no zehi o t6
mondaisaku de, chligakko no kyokasho ni mo keisai sarete imasu. Rekishi shosetsu
desu ga, tanpen na node Nihongo jokylsha no mina-san de areba yomi konasu koto ga
dekiru desho.
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Sakuhin no matsubun wa "Genin wa, sude ni, ame o okashite, kydoto no machi e goto o
hataraki ni isogitsutsu atta." kara "Genin wa, sudeni, ame o okashite kyoto no machi e
g6to o hataraki ni isoide ita." e, sara ni "Genin no yukue wa, daremo shiranai." to
kakikaerarete imasu. Naze suiko sareta no ka o kangaeru koto mo, sakusha no omoi o
saguru ue de omoshiroi desu ne.

"Rashomon" igai ni mo, dare shimo ga motsu mujun shita kanjo o téma to suru sakuhin o
tsugitsugi to happyo shita Akutagawa deshita ga, 36-sai no wakasa de fukudoku jisatsu
o togete imasu. Genzai de mo hiroku fan o kakutoku shi, nen ni ni-kai senko sareru
shinjinsho wa kare no kdseki o kinen shite "Akutagawashd" to nazukerarete iru hodo,
kindai bungaku shijo, tokuhitsu subeki sugureta sakka desu.

1892-nen 3-gatsu Tokyo-to ni umareru

1927-nen 7-gatsu kyonen 36-sai

daihyosaku "Rashomon"

"kumo no ito"

"hana"

ENGLISH

Ryunosuke Akutagawa

This story, setin the Heian era, begins with a scene describing the protagonist, a young
male servant, sheltering from the rain at the gateway to the old capital of Kyoto, the
"Rashomon”.
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Having lost his job, he is thinking that in order to survive, there is nothing for it but to
become a thief. However, even as he chews over it, unable to summon the so-called
"courage" necessary, there comes a sound from the top of the Rashomon. On climbing a
ladder, the servant sees firelight moving in the darkness amongst the unclaimed corpses
lying any which way all over the floor. What is it but an old woman, holding a torch, who
is pulling out hair from the head of a corpse of a young woman!

Incensed by a fearsome rage, the servant draws his sword and lunges at the old woman,
but she protests, saying, "In life, this woman sold snake meat, claiming it was fish. That
was a bad deed, but she had no other choice if she wanted to live. And so my taking the
hair from corpses to make wigs and selling them should be forgiven also, since itis an
evil that must be done in order to survive."

On hearing this, the servant says, "Then this too is something that must be done in order
to survive," rips the old woman's kimono from her body, and disappears into the
blackness of the night.

This is the basic plot of Ryunosuke Akutagawa's famous work "Rashomon". The work is a
controversial one, which questions the idea that even evil deeds are forgiven if they are
done for the sake of survival. The story even appears in middle-school level textbooks.
It's historical fiction, but it's short, so | think all of you reading this who have advanced-
level Japanese should be able to read it.

Akutagawa rewrote the last line of the story, from "The servant, braving the rain, was
already on his way, hurrying to the city of Kyoto in order to begin work as a thief," to "The
servant, braving the rain, was already hurrying to the city of Kyoto in order to begin work
as a thief," and finally to "Nobody knows where the servant went." It's also interesting to
think about why the sentences were reworked in terms of understanding what the author
was thinking, isn't it?

As well as "Rashomon”, Akutagawa went on to publish work after work which also took
as their theme the conflicting emotions that all human beings experience. However, at
the age of just 36, he committed suicide by poison. Even now he has fans all over the
globe. He is one of the most noteworthy and gifted writers in modern literature, to the
extent that the prize awarded twice a year to a new author commemorates his
achievements in being named after him, "The Akutagawa Prize".
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9. March 1892 - Born in Tokyo

10. July 1927 - Died aged 36

11. Best-known works - "Rashomon," "The Spider's Thread," "The Nose"

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
taking shelter from
R1ED HFIPED amayadori h el
achievement,
& COBEE koseki attainment
AREB R HCECLETD fukudoku jisatsu suicide by poisoning
HET D FTULCOTD suiko suru to revise the wording
ys5hi ] eARA tanpen short story, short film
BE I D (FL\EL\T B keisai suru to post, to publish
HETED FEED hagitoru to tear off, to strip
/N EWED taimatsu torch
NhF FLc hashigo ladder
BEIRE ELDDIRE tokuhitsu subeki noteworthy

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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Amayadori o suru tame ni ki no shita ni

nigekonda.

We ran under the tree to shelter ourselves from

the rain.

(. IEERBHSN T, FEi_wLic,

Kare wa késeki o mitomerarete shokyu shita.

He earned a raise for his achievements.
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Kare wa fukudoku jisatsu o nando mo hakatta.

He tried many times to kill himself by taking poison.

AEEHSELELE— RERE LR, F
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Nando mo suiké shita repéto o teishutsu shita ga,
hyoka ga warukatta.

| submitted a report | had revised many times, but
| didn't get a good evaluation.

RS, FERANEL U DEEETL 0N,

Watashi wa tanpen shésetsu shika yomanai.

| only read short stories.

YRR B N,

Ronbun ga ichiryikagakushi ni keisai sareta.

My article was published in the world's leading
scientific journals.

BECECLZYERIZTI SN,

Dorobé ni kite ita mono o hagitorareta.

The thief tore off what | was wearing.
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Taimatsu o hitori hitosu motte dokutsu ni haitte
itta.

Each person held a torch, and went into the cave.
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Chichi ga hashigo kara tenraku shite kossetsu
shite shimatta.

My father fell down the ladder, and broke his leg.

CONRYVIAVOFEIRTAIE, BIREE
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Kono pasokon no tokuhitsu subeki ten wa
hakaku to mo ieru nedan ni aru.

The noteworthy feature of this computer lies in its
exceptional price.
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