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Mori Ogai

Nihon o daihyd suru sakka to shite, Natsume Soseki to nidaikyotd o nasu Mori Ogai.

Kare wa isha no ie ni umare, nesshin ni bengaku ni hagemimashita. Doryoku o kasaneta
kekka, wazuka 12-sai de genzai no Toky0 daigaku igakubu e nyagaku. Toku ni,
Doitsugo wa Doitsujin gakusha ni Doitsugo de hanron shite uchimakasu hodo rylcho
datta s6 desu. Sono go, kare wa gun'i to nari Doitsu e ryigaku shimasu.

Sate, anata ga jinsei ni oite mottomo taisetsu ni shite iru mono wa nan desu ka. Shigoto
ya benkyo desho ka. Soretomo ren'ai?

Ogai no daihydsaku "Maihime" wa jidenteki yoso no tsuyoi sakuhin desu.

Shujinkd wa seinen erito kanryd no Ota Toyotard. Kare wa, ryligakusaki no Doitsu nite
hakko no odoriko. Erisu to koi ni ochimasu. Shikashi, kono ren'ai ga mondai to nari
Toyotard wa kanryd no shoku o ushinau koto ni. YQjin no jinryoku ni yori, kikoku shite
shakaifukki no kikai o eru no desu ga, sono tame ni wa Erisu to wa wakarenakereba
narimasen. Shakaiteki chii ya shigoto o toru no ka, soretomo ai o toru no ka... Kuno suru
Toyotaro ga saishuteki ni eranda no wa Nihon e kaeru michi deshita. Nanoni, Erisu wa
atarashii inochi o yadoshite ita no desu. Koibito no kikoku o shiri, seishin ni ijo o kitashite
shimau hodo shokku o ukeru kanojo. Toyotard wa sarani jiseki no nen ni sainamareru
koto to narimasu.

Jissai ni, 1888-nen ni kikoku shita Ogai o otte rainichi shita "Erize" to iu Ditsu josei ga ari,
Erisu no moderu to iwarete imasu.

Sakuhin no shippitsu o tsljite, "nani o taisetsu ni ikite iku beki ka" o fukaku mitsumeta de
ard Ogai. Soseki ni shiro Ogai ni shiro, "bungd" to yobareru yueni ti sonzai ni
kanjiraremasu ga, jitsu wa watashitachi to onaji yo ni nayandari kurushindari shite ita no
desu ne.

Chinamini, "Maihime" wa gabuntai to iu gendai no Nihon de wa tsukawarenaku natta
bunsho de tsuzurarete iru tame, yomikonasu no wa kanari muzukashii deshd. Kyomi no
aru hito wa, mazu manga ya eiga kara sakuhin ni fureru koto o osusume shimasu.
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1862-nen 2-gatsu Shimane-ken ni umareru

1922-nen 7-gatsu kyonen 60-sai

daihydsaku "Maihime"

"saigo no ikku"

"takasebune"

ENGLISH
Ogai Mori

Alongside Natsume Soseki, another famous Japanese writer composes the "Big Two™:
Ogai Mori.

Mori was born into family of doctors, and devoted himself zealously to his studies. As a
result of these efforts, at just twelve years old he entered what is now known as Tokyo
University's College of Medicine. Especially worthy of note is that he was apparently
fluent enough in German to win arguments with German academics conducted in
German! After that, he became an army doctor and went to Germany to study abroad.

Now, what's the thing that takes the highest precedence in your life? Is it perhaps work or
study? Orisitlove?

Ogai's most famous work, "The Dancing Girl", is a strongly autobiographical story.

The protagonist, Toyotard Ota, is an elite young bureaucrat. In Germany, where he is
studying abroad, he falls in love with a star-crossed dancing girl, Elise. But this love
becomes problematic, and Toyotard ends up losing his job because of it. Thanks to the
efforts of a friend, he has the chance to return to Japan and reintegrate into society, but in
order to do this, he must part from Elise.
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Choose social standing and the job, or on the other hand choose love... After agonizing
over this, Toyotaro finally chooses to return to Japan.

However, Elise is carrying his child.

On learning of her lover returning to his country, she suffers a shock so great that it
causes her to experience a nervous breakdown. It ends with Toyotaro even further
tormented by his guilt.

In actuality, a woman called Elise did exist who followed Ogai back to Japan after his
return to the country in 1888. She is said to have been the model for Elise.

As Ogai wrote this story, he must have been pondering deeply on what we must hold
dear to us during our lifetime.

Because both Soseki and Ogai are called "literary legends", we think of them as being far
removed from normal human beings, but in reality they both suffered and struggled just
as we do.

Incidentally, because "The Dancing Girl" is written in a classical style of prose no longer
used in modern-day Japan, | think it's probably quite difficult to read. For those who are
interested, | recommend first getting to know the story via the manga or film versions.

February 1862 - Born in Shimane Prefecture

July 1922 - Died at age 60

Best-known works -"The Dancing Girl," "The Last Phrase," "The Boat on the Takase River"

VOCABULARY

Kanji Kana Romaji English

B8R TLED kyoto leader, magnate




to strive, to make an

28 [FFE hagemu effort

i DS54 rydcho fluent

RA CAD &L jinryoku effort
=Bz LehuSoaE shakaifukki social rehabilitation

B9 PET yadosu to carry

guilty feelings, guilty

BEDR CEEDRA jiseki no nen conscience
AFEND TUVEEIND sainamareru to torture oneself

) D03 tsuzuru to spell, to write out

SAMPLE SENTENCES

MARDEBZENET O TEREER,

Zaikai no kyoto-tachi ga atsumatte kaigd o hiraita.

The financial leaders gathered and held a
meeting.

BF(E. #HBZEICERA TV,

Musuko wa mainichi bengaku ni hagende iru.

My son devotes himself to studying every day.

DR VEEE. TG,

Kare no supein-go wa ryiché da.

He speaks Spanish fluently.

CDBUAR(G. ABEANBRBEDEFD
(CRAULTZ,
Kono seifika wa gaikokujin senkyoken no tame ni
jinryoku shita.

This politician put forth a lot of effort to secure
voting rights for foreigners.

hiF. WEEBTHIFELEDHRERE
BiI3tEF=LTVET,

Watashi wa higaisha de aru kodomo-tachi no
shakaifukki oi tasukeru shigoto o shite imasu.

| work helping children who are victims reintegrate
back into society.

Z(I. WFEBELTL S,

Tsuma wa futago o yadoshite iru.

My wife is carrying twins.
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D, Tsumi no ishiki ni sainamareru.

Ichi-do no ayamachi kara jiseki no nen ni kararete

i | am tortured by a sense of guilt.

| am riddled with guilt from a one-time mistake.

DCBE LM ZCE&ERD.

Kokoro ni wakiagatta koto o tsuzuru.

| write what comes to my mind.
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