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ROMANIZATION

Tango no sekku

Zenkai no burogu de shokai shita "hinamatsuri"wa on'nan o ko no o-matsuri
deshita ne. Konkai wa otoko no ko no o-matsuri o toriagemasu.

Shinryoku ga mabushii go-gatsu itsuka wa "tango no sekku".

"Tango" to wa, "tsuki no hashi (hajime to iu imi) no uma no hi" o sashi, go-gatsu ni kagitta
mono de wa arimasen. Shikashi, uma no hi no "uma" to iu kanji no on'yomi ga "go" de,
suji no go to hatsuon ga onaji na node, shidai ni go-gatsu itsuka dake o arawasu y0 ni
natta so desu.

Otoko no ko no iru ie de wa niwa ya beranda ni "koinobori" o tate, shitsunai ni wa
minichua saizu no "yoroi" ya "kabuto", "musha ningy6" nado o kazaru no ga ippanteki
desu.
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"Koinobori" to wa, "koi" to iu sakana o katadotte tsutsujo ni tsukurareta nunosei no
fukinagashi no koto desu. Go-gatsu no fubutsushi demo aru tame, kaze o harande
aozora ni oyogu "koi" no sugata o eiz0 ya shashin de mita koto ga aru hito mo 6i desho.
Dewa naze "koi" na no desho ka. Sore wa, "koi" wa taki 0 mo noboru to iwareru sakana
na node, sore ni ayakari otoko no ko no risshin shusse o negatte kazarareru no desu.

Mata, "yoroi" to "kabuto" wa senjo de inochi 0 mamoru bugu na node, otoko no ko o
sainan kara mamoru shocho to shite kazarimasu. Onajiku, yadmo kakan ni tatakatta yamei
na jinbutsu o ningyo ni shita "musha ningy6" mo, musuko o saiyaku kara mamotte morau
tame ni kazaru no da so desu.

Soshite, ie ni otoko no ko ga iru. inai ni kakawarazu, tango no sekku ni wa kashiwa
mochi ya, chimaki o tabemasu. Kashiwa mochi to wa, kashiwa to iu konoha no ue ni
kobangata ni mochi o nobashi, sara ni sono ue ni an o nosete futatsuori ni shita kashi no
koto de, chimaki to wa, mochigome ya kuzuko nado o sasa no ha ya take no kawa de
tsutsumi, mushita mono no koto o sashimasu.

"Hinamatsuri" doyo, "tango no sekku" ni mo kodomo no sukoyaka na seich0 o inotte
okonawareru samazama na fushl ga aru koto ga wakarimasu ne. Nao, go-gatsu itsuka
wa "kodomo no hi" to shite kokumin no shukujitsu ni seitei sarete imasu.

ENGLISH

Tango No Sekku/Boys' Day

"Hinamatsuri," which | introduced in the last blog entry, was a festival for girls; this time,
we'll be looking at a festival for boys.

On the fifth of May, when the fresh green leaves are dazzling, itis "Tango no Sekku," or
"Boys' Day."

The word I®m4F, "tango," refers to the "Day of the Horse" at the new moon, and itisn't just
limited to a day in May. However, because the Chinese reading of the character 4~
("horse") in "Day of the Horse" is "go," which is the same sound as the "number five" in
Japanese, £, "go," it gradually became reserved only for the fifth of May.
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5. In homes that have a boy in the family, it's customary for "koinobori" to be erected in the
garden or on the balcony, while indoors miniature versions of "yoroi" ("suits of armor"),
"kabuto" ("helmets"), and "musha ningy0" ("samurai dolls") are put on display.

5. "Koinobori" are cylindrical streamers made of cloth that are meant to represent a fish, the
"koi" ("carp"). Since "koinobori" are something that represent a specific season for
Japanese people, many of you will have seen photos or images of these "carp" filling
with wind and swimming in the blue sky. So why carp? That's because carp are said to
swim up even waterfalls. This is the basis for why these "carp" are displayed in order to
pray for boys' worldly success.

7. Furthermore, since "yoroi" ("suits of armor") and "kabuto" ("helmets") are things that
protect one's life on the battlefield, they are displayed as symbols intended to protect
boys from misfortune. Similarly, the "musha ningyo" ("samurai dolls"), which are modeled
after famous historical figures who were fearlessly brave fighters, are also intended to
protect one's son from disaster, it seems.

s.  Also, regardless of whether there's a boy in the family, on Boys' Day people eat "kashiwa
mochi" and "chimaki." "Kashiwa mochi" are confectionary made from sticky rice cake
spread in an oval shape on an oak tree leaf, which then has "an" ("sweet bean jam")
spread on itand is folded in half. "Chimaki" is made from sticky rice and
"kuzuko" ("Japanese arrowroot starch"), among other things, which are wrapped in a
bamboo leaf or in bamboo peel, and then steamed.

9. Soyou see thatin the same way as the Doll Festival, Boys' Day is also an event with
many different customs whose purpose is praying for children's healthy growth to
adulthood. In addition, the fifth of May is a designated public holiday in Japan called
"Children's Day."

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
5 K30\ yOroi armor
IR L /EEMRL fukinagashi streamer, pennant

having dauntless
BIRRE SESHHA yamokakan courage




KB LA <L saiyaku calamity, disaster
2 HA an bean jam
Uil & kabuto helmet
sk <FC kuzuko arrowroot flour
7N DDLU &5 tsutsujo cylinder, cylindrical
VA=t i) Do>LALwDE risshinshusse social success

SAMPLE SENTENCES
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Hakubutsukan ni yoroi ga tenji sarete iru.

Armor is displayed at museums.
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Okii fukuro o kuttsukete fukinagashi o tsukutta.

| made a streamer by putting big bags together.
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Heitai-tachi wa yamékakan ni tekijin e semete itta.

\'.

The soldiers courageously ventured into the
opponent's territory.
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Saiyaku ga okoranai yo ni inoru.

| pray that no disasters will occur.
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Kono manjad ni wa an ga takusan haitte ite oishii.

This dumpling has a lot of bean jam inside, and is
very good.
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Kabuto ga omosugite kubi o itameta.

I hurt my neck because the helmet was too heavy.
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Kuzuko wa totemo kokyu da.

Arrowroot flour is very expensive.
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Tsutsujo no take ga hitsuyd desu.

| need a cylindrical bamboo.
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Risshinshusse no tame ni doryoku o oshimanai.

| do not spare any effort to achieve social success.

GRAMMAR
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