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ROMANIZATION

Hinamatsuri

San-gatsu mikka wa nan no nichi desho? So, "hinamatsuri" desu ne.

Hinamatsuri no jiki wa, mukashi no Nihon de tsukatte ita karenda ni atehameru to, chédo
momo no hana ga saku kisetsu na node betsumei o "momo no sekku" to mo iimasu.
Nihon tokuyt no kono gydji, Heian jidai no sh6zoku o kita "hinaningyd" o kazattari,
"hinarare" to iu kanetsu shite fukuramaseta kome ni pinku ya shiro, kiiro no tomitsu o
mabushita okashi o tabetari shite, on'na no ko no sukoyaka na seichd o inoru o-matsuri
desu. "Hinaningyd" ya "hinarare" no "hina" wa "chiisai mono" to iu imi desu.

Hinamatsuri no rekishi wa furuku, sen-nen ijo mae ni okonawarete ita, kami ya tsuchi de
tsukurareta chiisa na ningyo ni koromo o kisete asobu "hihina (hiina) asobi" ga, genzai
no hinamatsuri no genkei ni natta to iwarete imasu. Kono ningyo wa shidai ni, hito no
migawari to shite sono karada ni sainan o utsushi, kawa e nagasu koto de
mubydsokusai o inoru nagashibina to iu fishd ni narimashita. Sono nochi, toki o hete,
genzai no yo ni sono ie no musume no shiawase ya seichd 0 mimamoru "mamoribina" to
shite, shitsunai ni kazatte kansho suru no ga ippanteki ni narimashita.

Hina ningyo wa "obina" to "mebina" to yobareru danjo no ittsui no ningyo desu ga, goka
na mono de wa, meshitsukai no josei. Goei yaku no kerai nado sutai no ningyo ya,
tsukuri mono no ozen, sakura. tachibana no zoka mo isshoni "mosen" to iu akai
shikimono o shiita kaidanjo no dai ni kazararemasu.
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Hinaningy0 wa, tsijo ni-gatsu nakagoro kara kazarare, san-gatsu mikka o sugitara sugu
ni shimawanakereba narimasen. Toku ni katazuke ni kanshite wa genkaku de, itsu made
mo kazatte oku to "musume no konki ga okureru, aruiwa kekkon dekinaku naru" nado to
iwarete imasu. Mochiron kore wa meishin desu ga, itsu made mo ningy0 o
dashippanashi ni shite oku to ningyo no kimono ga mushi ni kuwarete shimattari, kabi ga
haetari suru node, sore o imashimeru tame no chtkoku datta yo desu.

ENGLISH

Hinamatsuri/Doll Festival

What happens on the third of March? That's right; it's "Hinamatsuri," or the "Doll Festival."

If you match it to the old Japanese calendar, "Hinamatsuri" takes place just at the season
when the peach trees are blooming. This event, unique to Japan, is a festival that prays
for the healthy growth of little girls by displaying "hina dolls" dressed in Heian period
costume, eating sweets called "hina arare," which are made by heating grains of rice
until they puff up, and then coating them with pink, white, and yellow molasses. The
"hina" of "hina dolls" and "hina arare" means "little."

The history of "Hinamatsuri" goes back a long way. It's said that the "hihina" (or "hiina")
play, involving making little dolls out of paper or earth and dressing them in clothes,
which went on over a thousand years ago, was the prototype of the modern-day
"Hinamatsuri." Gradually, this evolved into a custom called "Nagashibina," which was to
pray for sound health, in which these dolls were used as substitutes for real people, had
people's bad luck transferred to them, and were sent floating down the river. After this,
with the passing of time, it became typical for the dolls to be displayed and admired
indoors, as they are today, as "mamori-hina," which watch over the happiness and
growth of the daughter of the house.

"Hina" dolls come in pairs, including a male, called an "obina" ("Emperor doll"), and a
female, called a "mebina" ("Empress doll"). The really fancy dolls come with a number of
female servant dolls and a retinue of guard dolls, model "o-zen" ("four-legged trays for
festive food"), artificial cherry blossoms, and tachibana flowers, and are displayed on a
tiered stand spread with a red felt carpet called a "mosen.”
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"Hina" dolls are usually displayed from around the middle of February but must be taken

down as soon as the third of March has passed. The rules concerning the putting away of
the dolls are particularly strict; it's said that if the dolls are left out for however long one
likes, then the daughter's marriage will be delayed or it's possible that she won't be able
to get married at all. Of course, this is just a superstition, but if the dolls are left on display,
their kimono will get moth eaten or they will get moldy, so this rule was apparently to

warn people.
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
marriageable age,
HEEA CAE konki chance of marriage
tachibana, inedible
1 le 575 tachibana citrus
to admonish, to
m%% (/\_BE L/(Vbé imashimeru warn, to forbid
i3 7S) =090 DUOEODIZFELTO mubyosokusai in sound health
ESES] L&5FL shozoku costume, attire
m#y 3 Y A =) kanetsu suru to heat
b 5 HULLA méshin superstition
1E16 Z5h zOka artificial flower
SAMPLE SENTENCES
BHAZR L CLE L. XEHBE, EEEBAEEOHAZTDETI,

Konki o nogashite shimai mada dokushin da.

I missed my chance at marriage and am still single.

Tachibana wa nihon koyd no kankitsurui desu.

Tachibana is a citrus unique to Japan.
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Jugyd-cha ni keitai denwa o tsukawanai yo Mubyésokusai de aru koto ga ichiban daiji da.

imashimeta.
Being in sound health is most important.

| warned against using cell phones in class.
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3, Mizu o kanetsu shite futto saseru.

Kono hon wa kuroshozoku ni tsutsumareta kishi

I'll| boil the water by heating it.
no hanashi de aru. y g

This book tells the story of a black knight.

REIRIFEMICEEATNTULBSATI DY EBFHENEOVRDNERL,
Meishin wa kagakuteki ni shomei sarete iru n Zbka wa karenai ten ga ii.

desu ka?
It's good that artificial flowers don't wither.

Are superstitions scientifically proven?
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