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ROMANIZATION
Seijin no hi

Nippon de wa, maitoshi ichi-gatsu dai ni getsuyobi ga "seijin no hi".
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Zen'nen no shi-gatsu futsuka kara sono toshi no shi-gatsu tsuitachi ni hatachi ni naru hito
o iwau kyujitsu de, kaku shichdson de "seijinshiki" to iu shikiten ga hirakaremasu. Tada,
shushoku ya shingaku de kokyo o hanareru hito ga fuete kita sakkon de wa, jikka ni kisei
shite iru go-gatsu no renkyuchd ya o-bon nado ni seijinshiki o okonau chiiki mo aru yo
desu.

Sate, seijin o iwau gishiki wa sen-nen ijo mo mukashi kara okonawarete imashita. Heian
jidai no bunken ni wa, danshi wa genpuku , joshi wa mogi to yobareru seijinshiki o
okonatte ita to kakarete imasu. Kore wa, danjo tomo ni kimono ya kamigata nado o
otonashiki ni kae, hird suru gishiki deshita.

Genzai, seijinshiki ni shusseki suru fukuso to shite dansei wa sutsu, josei wa furisode ga
ippanteki desu. Kono "furisode" to iu sode no nagai hanayaka na kimono o, mina-san wa
mita koto ga arimasu ka. "Furisode" ni wa "nagai sode de byoki ya sainan nado no yaku
o furiharau" to iu imi ga komerarete iru no da so desu. Sutsu ya furisode wa betsumei
"haregi" to mo yobaremasu ga, kore wa "hare" no hi ni kiru kara desu. "Hare no hi" to wa
seijinshiki ya kekkonshiki nado, jinsei no fushime to naru omedetai hi no koto desu.

Seijin no hi to wa, hatachi to iu jinsei no fushime o mukaeta wakamono ga, haregi o kite
shiki ni shusseki shi, otona no hitori to shite yori yoi shakai o tsukutte iko to ketsui o suru
hi na no desu.

ENGLISH

In Japan, the second Monday in January every year is "Coming of Age Day." It's a
holiday that celebrates all those people who have turned or will turn twenty from April
second the previous year to April first of the current year. In every city, town, and village,
a ceremony called "Seijinshiki" is held. Nowadays, with more and more people leaving
their hometowns for work or university, there are apparently some areas that hold
coming-of-age ceremonies while people are back home during the consecutive holidays
in May, or during "O-bon."

Now, a ceremony celebrating coming of age has been held for over a thousand years. In
literature of the Heian period, there are descriptions of the coming-of-age ceremony held
for boys, the "genpuku," and for girls, the "mogi." These were rituals at which both boys
and girls were given adult clothes and hairstyles and presented to society.
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5. Now, boys usually attend the coming-of-age ceremony in a suit, while girls wear the
"furisode." Have you all seen the "furisode?" It's a brightly olored kimono with long
sleeves. Apparently,the wearing of the "furisode" is partly due to the belief that you can
shake off iliness, misfortune, etc. with the long sleeves. A suit or a "furisode" is also
known as "haregi" ("Sunday best clothes") because you wear them on "clear weather
days" ("hare"). "Clear weather days" here mean auspicious days that mark a turning point
in one's life, such as the coming-of-age ceremony or a wedding.

4. Forthe young people who have come to the turning pointin life that is the twentieth
birthday, on Coming of Age Day they wear their "haregi," attend the ceremony, and as a
grown adult, make the decision to go forth and create a better society.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
cities, towns and
I ETAY LE5&2EA shichoson villages
T\ H LECTA shikiten ceremony, rites
literature,
SRR SAITA bunken documental records
show, display,
E 03> hird announcement,
introduction
calamity, disaster,
SKStt SOV A sainan misfortune
=2 A< yaku misfortune, bad luck
turning point, critical
501 SUSH fushime juncture, knot
E FLE gishiki ritual, rite, ceremony

SAMPLE SENTENCES



MR O SHHBERNTUL S,

Shichéson no gappei ga aitsuide iru.

Municipality mergers are happening one after the
other.

V(. RETITON,

Shikiten wa Kyoto de okonawareta.

The ceremony was held in Kyoto.

XEFHFICEBT D NMEEHT,

Taiheiy6 sensé ni kansuru bunken o atsumeta.

| collected documents about the Pacific War.

BROEEORIT, CREREREL,

Mago ga sobo no mae de dentébuyd o hird shita.

The grandchild performed a traditional dance in
front of their grandmother.

KN —[UCFTEFTO>TEDMDOTE
IZo

Sainan ga ikki ni matomatte furikakatte kita.

Misfortunes came down on us all at once.

SEIRET,

Kotoshi wa yakudoshi da.

This year is my unlucky year.

SEE. BROFv U TOXRELHEL >
Zo

Kotoshi wa jibun no kyaria no daiji na fushime
datta.

This year marked an important stage in my career.

CNNDSEAMTOND,

Kore kara gishiki ga okonawareru.

A ritual ceremony is going to be performed.
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