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ROMANIZATION

Natsume Soseki

Nihon de mottomo yimei na shosetsuka wa? to towarereba, 6ku no hito ga "Natsume
Soseki" to kotaeru desho. 1984-nen kara 2003-nen made ni hakkdsareta sen'en satsu
no shozdga ni mo saiyo sareta koto kara, namae dake de naku kao mo hiroku Nihonjin
ni shirarete imasu.
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5. Sono Soseki ga hajimete happyo shita sakuhin ga "wagahai wa neko de aru" desu.
"Wagahai wa neko de aru. Namae wa mada nai." to iu kakidashi de, sute neko ga
shujinké to iu yimorasu na settei. Hirotte kureta chugakko kyoshi de aru "Kushami"
sensei (kono namae mo kanari omoshiroi desu ne) o hajime, sono kazoku ya ie ni deiri
suru sensei no yujin, deshitachi no gendo o neko no shiten de kansatsu shita yo0 ni
kakarete imasu. Kono sakuhin ga daihitto shita tame, "wagahai wa nezumi de aru"
"wagahai mo neko de aru" nado takusan no parodi ga umaremashita.

4. "Wagahai wa neko de aru" dake o yomu to, sakusha, S6seki wa omoshiro okashii
jinbutsu da to omoware s6 desu ga, sono hoka no sakuhin kara wa "ikiru igi to wa nani
ka" "hito wa egoizumu kara dakkyaku dekinai no ka" to shinken ni mizukara no kokoro to
mukiau sugata ga yomitoremasu.

5. 483-sai no toki ni ikaiyo ga akka shite kitoku jotai ni ochiiri, seishi no sakai o0 samayotte
kara wa, byoma to tatakai nagara shippitsu o tsuzuke mashita. Naka demo "kokoro" wa
"hito wa hito o kizutsukezu ni ikite ikenai no ka", "egoizumu ga gen'in de shgjita tsumi o
seotta mama ikite iku kuno" nado ga téma to nari, ima demo 0ku no hitobito ni

yomitsugarete imasu.

5. Sakuhin no miryoku dake de naku, Soseki jishin no hitogara o shitatte nannin mo no
bungakuseinentachi ga kare no ie o otozure, teikiteki ni bungaku ya shakai no koto o
hanashiau kikai o motta sdde, "mokuydkai" to yobarete imashita. Ato ni shokai suru
Akutagawa Ryunosuke mo kono kai ni sanka shite imasu.

7. 1867-nen 2-gatsu Toky0 ni umareru

s. 1916-nen 12-gatsu kyonen 49-sai

9. daihyosaku "wagahai wa neko de aru"

10. "Bocchan"
11 "kokoro"
ENGLISH
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Soseki Natsume

If asked, "Who is the most famous novelist in Japan?" surely many people would reply
"Soseki Natsume". Due to the fact that his likeness was featured on the thousand-yen
note from 1984 until 2003, not only his name but also his face are familiar to many
Japanese.

Soseki's first published work was "I Am a Cat". The firstline, "l am a cat. | don't have a
name yet," establishes the humorous setup that the main character is a stray cat. Starting
with the middle-school teacher, Mr. Sneeze (this is also a pretty amusing name, isn't it?),
who adopts the cat, and continuing with his family and the friends and apprentices and
such who come and go to and from his house, the book is written as if from the point of
view of the cat as it observes all of their words and actions. Due to the book's huge
success, there appeared many parodies of it, such as "l Am a Mouse" and "l Am a Cat,

Too".

If you were only to read "I Am a Cat", the writer, S6seki, would probably seem like an
amusing person, but itis from his other works that one can sense Soseki seriously
confronting his own innermost thoughts, with questions such as "What is the meaning of
life?" and "Is it impossible for human beings to cast off their egoism?"

Following the worsening of a gastric ulcer in his forty-third year, Soseki fell into a critical
condition. After hovering on the border between life and death, Soseki kept writing, all
the time battling with illness. During this time, he wrote "Kokoro", whose themes include
whether itis possible for human beings to live without hurting others and the pain of
continuing to live while bearing the guilt caused by egoism, which even now is read and
beloved by many people.

It was not just the power of his work, but also S0seki's personality that endeared him to
the however many literary youths who visited his house; there, they apparently had the
regular chance to discuss literature, society, and so on. This became known as "The
Thursday Group". Ryanosuke Akutagawa, who | will introduce later, also participated in
this group.

FEBRUARY 1867: Bornin Tokyo
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s. DECEMBER
1916:

9. BEST-KNOWN

Died aged 49

"I Am a Cat", "Botchan", "Kokoro"

WORKS:
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
HIRE L&DZEDOM shozoga portrait
1) Lies shitau to long for
e LoUD shippitsu writing
=1 HL sakai border, boundary
[N 2N FELL &LORWL kitokujotai critical condition
B85 LWHWLES ikaiyo gastric ulcer
to cast off, to free
Biig 5 [E2ZF»<T3 dakkyaku suru el
| (archaic; nuance of
£S5 DO wagahai arrogance)
speech and
L) (FAES gendd Sl
atregular intervals,
EHARI(C TLWETEIC teikitekini

periodically

SAMPLE SENTENCES

ABALZ>LDOEKREDETI > TH Do

Honnin ni sokkuri no shézoéga ga kazatte aru.

There is a portrait that looks a lot like the actual

person.

I, ZLDOBEHSEDNTLS,

Kare wa oku no kéhai kara shitawarete iru.

He is loved by many of his juniors.




C DINRRNZE U EAFRIF30(CERS,
Kono shosetsuka ga shippitsu shita sakuhin wa
sanju ni mo oyobu.

The number of books this novelist has authored
amounts to more than thirty.

BEZEDENE XL,

Umi to sora no sakai ga mienai.

| can't see the boundary between the ocean and
the sky.

fESIRENDEEREE LT,

Kitokujétai no haha to hanashita.

| spoke with my mother, who is in a critical
condition.

AL ZNS, BEBICED>TLE DI,

Sutoresu kara ikaiyo ni natte shimatta.

| suffered from gastric ulcer due to stress.

COBBRMNSERIAILIZUV,

Kono akujunkan kara dakkyaku shitai.

| want to free myself from this vicious cycle.

RAEADA,
EENILLN,

Gendai no hito wa "wagahai" to iu kotoba o
hotondo tsukawanai.

MF2E] CLDEREFEA

People in modern times hardly ever use the word
"wagahai".

®F. BEHELTSTDLVESHERD
Zo

Kare wa shusho to shite fusawashii gendé o
totta.

He showed good behavior for a prime minister.

EHA(CETE T Do

Teikiteki ni chokin suru.

| regularly save money .
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