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Hotaru no Hikari

Sotsugyoshiki ya toshinose ni utawareru dake de naku, toshokan nado no kokydshisetsu
ya shogyo shisetsu de, heikan, heiten jikan o shiraseru kyoku to shite mimi ni suru
"hotaru no hikari".

Amari ni mo nihonjin ni najimibukai kyoku na node, nihon de umareta merodi da to
omotte iru hito ga 0i no desu ga, jitsu wa sukottorando minyd ga genkyoku. Sara ni, kashi
mo ichi-ban wa chugoku no koji ni yurai shite iru to kiku to, igai ni kanjiru hito mo iru
hodo desu.

Haikei o oginai, ichi-ban to ni-ban no kashi o shokai shimasu ne.

Mukashi no chtgoku ni, mazushiku temo kenmei ni bengaku ni hagen de risshinshusse
o togeta futari no jinbutsu ga imashita. Hitori wa natsu no yoru ni hotaru o atsumete, mo
hitori wa fuyu no yoru ni madobe ni tsumotta yuki o tayori ni, sorezore honoka na akari
de benkyo0 shita s0 desu. Son'na futari no yo ni, watashitachi mo kurd shite shomotsu o
yomu tsukihi o kasanete kimashita. So shite iru uchi ni, itsu no ma ni ka toshi ga sugi,
sorezore no michi o susumu jiki 0 mukaeta no desu. Masa ni kesa, sugi no ki de dekita
tobira o akete, mirai ni mukatte wakarete ikimasu.

Manabiya no aru kokyo ni nokoru hito mo, arui wa kokyd o hanare chigau tochi ni utsuru
hito mo, ky0 o saigo ni o-wakare desu. Son'na watashitachi no kyocha ni wa o-tagai ni
ikusen, ikuman mo no samazama na omoi ga afurete imasu. Sono omoi o hitokoto de
arawasu nara "doka o-shiawase ni". Aite no buiji o inori, utau no desu.

Sen happyaku hachi-ju ichi-nen (meiji ji yo-nen), mukashi no shogakkd no kyokasho ni
keisai sarete ik0, kuchizusanda koto ga nai to iu hito o sagasu no ga muzukashii kurai
yumei na kyoku ni narimashita.
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The Glow of Fireflies
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> Notonly sung at graduation ceremonies or at the end of the year, you can also often hear
"The Glow of Fireflies" in public facilities such as libraries or shopping centers when they
close for the night.

5. Thisis a song with which Japanese people are extremely familiar, to the extent that there
are many who think thatitis a native Japanese song, but in fact the original melody
comes from a Scottish folk song. There are also those who are surprised to hear that on
top of this, the first verse of the lyrics is derived from Chinese history.

4. Having given you the background, I'll introduce you to the first and second verses.

5. Along time ago in China, there were two men who, despite being poor, devoted
themselves wholeheartedly to the pursuit of knowledge and achieved worldly success. In
order to have some faint light by which to study, one gathered fireflies on a summer night,
while the other depended on the snow that had piled up by his window. Just like those
two men, we have also worked hard, spending the days up until now in reading. And in
the middle of that, suddenly the year is at an end, and now it is time for us to go our
separate ways. This very morning, we open the door made of cedar wood, face the
future, and bid each other farewell.

5. Those who are left behind in their hometowns where the school buildings are located, as
well as those who have left their home towns to move to other places;today is the final
parting. Our hearts now overflow with however many thousand, tens of thousands of
emotions toward both. If we were to put those emotions into one phrase, it would be "be
happy." Praying for each other's safety, we sing this song.

7. Ever since it was printed in an old elementary school children's textbook in 1881 ("Meiji
14"), this song has become so famous that it became hard to find someone who has
never sung it.

VOCABULARY

Kanji Kana Romaji English

very familiar, very
Bl R 0N 18 C 33 h\) najimibukai well-acquainted




to strive, to make an

Zis (FFE hagemu effort
K 50N yurai origin, source, history
VE=2an)Li NDoLALw-OE risshinshusse social success
i E = cU koji historical fact
NHEMEES COFLOLED kokyd shisetsu public facilities
FEDEA Lt toshi no se the year end
RIEMEER L&DF£S0LED shogyd shisetsu commercial building
K% HAEKD min'yo folk song
to flood, to overflow,
mND HSNBD afureru to brim over

SAMPLE SENTENCES

AUSDIZT AU AR (S, Bl
HEVBFRICITE 20\,

Hisashiburi ni amerika ni kaetta toki ni wa
najimibukai basho ni ikitai.

When | return to the U.S. after a long time away, |
want to go to very familiar places.

BF(E. EHMZECA TV,

Musuko wa mainichi bengaku ni hagende iru.

My son devotes himself to studying every day.

HILIZDRBIORERIMATI H,

Anata no namae no yurai wa nan desu ka.

What's the origin of your name?

Y BHEORZOHICENEBEL T,

Risshinshusse no tame ni doryoku o oshimanai.

| do not spare any effort to achieve social
success.

I BREOAMICEDNBHREETZL
TARDTULD,

Kare wa rekishijé no jinbutsu ni matsuwaru koji o
takusan
shitte iru.

He knows a lot about historical events involving
famous figures.

CORXICHBIRHEMEERDENSZHZ T
1220\

Kono ku ni aru kokyo shisetsu no tsukaikata o
oshiete kudasai.

Could you tell me how to use public facilities in
this ward?




QOUVESESH > EVSREICEDREL, C DMIIC(E. PAZEMERNZ 0\,

Kizuitara mé atto iu ma ni toshi no se da. Kono chiiki ni wa shogyd shisetsu ga 0i.

| just realized that it's already the end of the year. This area has many commercial buildings.
Ritz FHHDOENSELTU T, HOBEFT<TADT AT 7 THNTL)
Min'yé o kodomo no koro kara kiite ita. 3,

Kare no atama wa takusan no aidea de afurete

I've been listening to folk songs ever since | was i

a child.

His brain is overflowing with ideas.
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