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Takea Trip Down Memory Lane:
Omoide Yokocho
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ROMANIZATION

Mina-san, kon'nichiwa.

Yuri no o6dioburogu desu.

Kyo wa "Omoide Yokochd" ni tsuite o-hanashi shimasu.

"Omoide Yokochd" wa, Tokyo, Shinjuku Nishiguchi ni aru nomiyagai no meisho desu.

Shisen ma mo nai koro kara no rekishi o0 motsu "Omoide yokochd" ni wa, hosoi roji ni
yaku hachijuttenpo hodo no mise ga misshu shite imasu. Nisen-nen goro kaji de ichibu
shoshitsu shimashita ga, sono fun'iki wa masa ni "Ajia no rojiura". Dono mise mo.ju-nin
haireba man'in to iu semasa de, iriguchi no doa wa, yohodo samui toki igai wa
akehanatarete ori mise no naka wa marumie to iu rafusa desu.
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Misesaki ni wa,"yakitori","oden","motsunikomi”,"ramen" nado to okiku kakareta
akachochin ga sagerarete ori, yoru hachi-ji koro ni nareba, doko mo chikdonen no
dansei-tachi de ippai desu. Sono 0ku wa, shigoto gaeri no sarariman desu ga,
nikutairodosha ya teinen go no dansei nado mo furari to nomi ni kuru koto mo aru yo
desu.

Omoide Yokocho no nezuyoi ninki no riyl wa, daitokai, Shinjuku no katasumi ni ima mo
nokoru, "Showa" no fun'iki, soshite kakaku no yasusa desu. Tenshu-tachi mo o-kyaku-
san to issho ni natte nomi nagara, ryori o tsukuttari, sekkyaku shite imasu. Furuku kara
no yujin to nonde iru yo na kisaku na kanji ni, otozureru hito-bito wa miry0 sareru to
iimasu. Heiten mae no yoru ja-ji,juni-ji koro ni naru to, tenshu no ho ga yotte iru koto mo
shibashiba aru yo desu.

Ramen ippai go-hyaku-en, yakitori no moriawase mo sen-en daseba otsuri ga kimasu.
Nomimono wa, biru, shocht, nihonshu, hoppi nado ga omo de,ippai yon-hayku-en hodo.
Chinami ni hoppi to wa, biru no yo na aji no nomimono de, "Oji-san no nomimono" to
shite yumei desu.

Doredake yononaka ga utsuri kawaro to mo, kawaranu shisei o tsuranukitosu "Omoide
Yokocho". Anata no machi ni wa, donna yokocho ga arimasu ka?

ENGLISH

Hi everyone! And welcome to Yuri’s audio blog.

Today we’ll be talking about Omoide Yokocho ("Memory Lane").

Omoide Yokocho is the name of a section of Tokyo’s West Shinjuku district that is full of
bars.

This narrow lane in West Shinjuku has been home to a dense collection of more than 80
such watering holes since just after the end of WWII. Part of the area was destroyed in a
fire in the year 2000, but the area retains its Asian back alley atmosphere. None of the
shops hold more than about 10 people at a time, and unless the weather is very cold, the
front doors are always wide open and shop interiors in full view.
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Red paper lanterns with words like “grilled chicken,” “oden,” “giblet stew” and “ramen”
written on them hang from the storefronts. By about 8pm, the shops are full of middle-
aged men. Most customers are salary men on their way home from a long day at the
office, but heavy laborers and retired men are also not uncommon.

The secret behind Omoide Yokocho’s unfaltering popularity is its Showa-era atmosphere
in the middle of the big city, and of course the unbeatable prices. Many of the shop
owners will also drink and talk with their customers as they prepare food. Visitors are
charmed by the frank atmosphere; it's like a nice drink with an old friend. By closing time,
atabout 11 or 12pm, the owners are often the drunkest people there!

Ramen is only 500 yen a bowl, and the grilled chicken skewers are sure to leave you
with change from your 1000 yen bill. Most drinks range from beer to shochu, from sake to
Hoppy , and they'll cost only about 400 yen a glass. By the way, Hoppy is a beer-flavored
beverage thatis a famous favorite among middle-aged men.

Regardless of the changes in the outside world, Omoide Yokocho carries on as it always
has. What kind of special streets are there where you live?

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
AEEH] KTBE&LD yokochd lane, alley
(<3 5ESL
R ENE 1 nikutairodosha physical laborer
T TULIRA teinen retiring age
J3oU¢& S5hE furari to aimlessly
deep-rooted, deep-
R0 RIKL nezuyoi seated, persistent
FR& iz 9 & katasumi corner
B®ID BoEFw<TD sekkyaku suru to wait on a customer

open-hearted, frank,
me< ge< kisaku friendly




B79S HD&STS

to fascinate, to

miryd suru charm, to enchant
TIF3 cTFB sageru to lower(transitive)
ARZ FTdHZ marumie in full view
M= DFHPMNON nomiyagai bar street
TRE LwSEA shdsen end of war
5 & THhIZ tenpo shop, store
ZEITD H#oLS93 misshd suru to crowd
RE7&0) FELO mamonai just after~
NER mo kaji fire
to be burnt down, to
BEXT B L&SLDTS shoshitsu suru be burned to the
ground
To fling something
RO H(FIELT akehanatsu open
EOEahE tEoHneE moriawase assorted selections
SAMPLE SENTENCES
FMELERE. BHIO/NSVWEBEETHEE RISRFHEET

RHFF LT,
Watashi wa joshi to yokochd no chiisai izakaya de
0-sake o nomimashita.

| drank with my boss at a small Izakaya in one of
the alleys.

Chichi wa nikutairodoésha da.

My dad is a physical laborer.

DENEME. BFEMN65IT,

Uchi no kaisha wa teinen ga 65-sai da.

In my company, the retiring age is 65 years old.

FELURERICTISUEF D> THIZ,

Sotsugyd shita koko ni furarito yotte mita.

| dropped by the high school | graduated from.

COY Y N—F—LIFREVATNS B,

Kono sakka chimu wa nezuyoi ninki ga aru.

This soccer team has a deep-seated popularity.

REORBIC—ARIEMRIRVTULE,

Kbéen no katasumi ni 1-pon hana ga saite ita.

A flower was in bloom in the corner of the park.




BRAEEELRCEDRH S,

Yimeijin o sekkyaku shita koto ga aru.

(I) have waited on a celebrity before.

KIS <2,

Kare wa kisaku da.

He is friendly.

fF. COELVREBICEB T INT,

Watashi wa, kono utsukushii keshiki ni miryd
sareta.

| was fascinated by this beautiful scenery.

COEF, MEZETFIFET,

Kono kusuri wa ketsuatsu o sagemasu.

This medicine reduces your blood pressure.

CClEEDICAEEVAS, AR XTI,

Koko wa mawari ni nani mo nai kara marumie da.

There's nothing around this place, so it's fully
exposed to view.

FEEY S -V YOBREIRSFEHT
ER

Shinbashi wa sarariman no yamei na nomiyagai
desu.

Shinbashi is a famous bar street for businessmen.

BRI R KEHREDS60FE DR D 1T,
Dai-ni-ji sekai taisen shdsen kara rokuja-nen ga
tatta

60 years have passed since the end of World War
I.

ABBX —/3—D\ZBACHT L VWESHE 24 —F
U,

ABB sutoa ga kogai ni atarashii tenpo o épun
shita.

ABB super market opened a new store in the
suburbs.

RRFATEELTVS,

Tokyd wa hito de misshu shite iru.

Tokyo is crowded with lots of people.

REANE, 528U TETHERELL,

Tokyo e wa hikkoshite kite mamonai.

I've just moved to Tokyo.

\WAER B DT,

Yamakaji ga atta.

There was a forest fire.

RHBER L 12,

le ga shoshitsushita.

(My) house was burnt down.

B ERITY

Doa o akehanatsu.

(1) fling the door open.

BERORDGDEEIEIX LIS

Yakitori no moriawase o chdmon shita.

() ordered assorted grilled chicken skewers.




