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ROMANIZATION

Mina-san, konnichiwa.

Yuri no 0dio burogu desu.

Konnichiwa, o-warai geinin (Dauntaun) ni tsuite o-hanashi shimasu.

Dauntaun wa, Nihon o daihy0 suru o-warai geinin no naka no hito-kumi desu. Menba
wa, Matsumoto Hitoshi to Hamada Masatoshi no futari. Debyd kara 25-nen ijo tatta ima
mo,10-dai kara 30-dai o chishin ni nekkyo-teki na fan ni shiji sare tsuzukete iru mare na
sonzai desu.

(Dauntaun no t6jo ikd, ato ni tsuzuku shinjin wa mina, Dauntaun no mane goto ni natte
shimatta) to iwareru hodo, konnichi no o-warai geinin ni 6kina eikyo o ataete iru futari
desu.

Nihon no o-warai konbi ni wa tsujo, boke to tsukkomi to iu yakuwari buntan ga arimasu.
Dochira ka ipp0 ga aite ni hinan sareru, tsumari tsukkomareru koto o zentei ni, neta no
naka de suki o misemasu. Sono yaritori ga, tsumari manzai de ari, o-warai desu.
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Dauntaun wa, muhy0jo de hyohyd to shita boke no Matsumoto to, 6ba-riakushon-gimi ni
0goe de tsukkomi o ireru Hamada no zetsumy0 na yaritori ga jidai ni macchi shi,1980-
nen-dai kdhan ni dai-bureiku shimashita. Kansaiben marudashi no toku de o-warai kai
no toppu ni kunrin shinagara, ongakubangumi no shikai no hoka, Matsumoto wa sakka
to shite, Hamada wa kashu to shite mo katsudo o tsuzukete imasu.

Watashi wa toku ni boke tantd no Matsumoto ga suki desu. Sarariman fu no sitsu sugata
ni marubozu no atama ga torédomaku. Surd tenpo no kansaiben de, dokutoku na warai
0 umidashite kuremasu. Kare no dete iru bangumi o mita ato wa, itsumo warai sugite o-
naka ga itaku naru hodo desu.

Kyo wa, o-warai geinin no (Dauntaun) ni tsuite o-hanashi shimashita.

Sore dewa mina-san, mata aimasho!

Yuri no 6dio burogu deshita.

ENGLISH

Hello everyone, and welcome to Yuri’s audio blog.

Today we’ll be talking about the comedians ‘Downtown.’

Downtown is comic-duo that are representative of Japan. The two members are Hitoshi
Matsumoto and Masatoshi Hamada. Since their debut more than 25 years ago, they
have enjoyed unusually steady popularity with a fan base ranging from teenagers to
people in their thirties. Downtown has had such a big influence on the young comedians
who have come after them that some even go so far as to say that “All comedians post
Downtown are just copying Downtown’s style.”

Japanese ‘Owarai Kombi’ (comedic duos) divide up their roles into “boke” (the funny
man) and “tsukkomi” (the straight man) and one criticizes the other for purposeful lapses
in logic. In other words, the “boke” makes a calculatedly flawed joke or statement to
receive criticism from the “tsukkomi.” This exchange is what Japanese ‘manzai’ comedy
is all about.
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5. Downtown’s light hearted, deadpan “boke,” Matsumoto, matched by the loud
overreactions of “tsukkomi” Hamada, created a superbly balanced style of comedy that
was a perfect match for the times. The two got their big break in the late 1980s. With their
unabashed use of Kansai dialect in full throttle, the pair reigned supreme over the
Japanese comedic world, hosting music TV programs and even seeing Matsumoto
become a writer and Hamada a singer.

5. | particularly like the group’s “boke,” Matsumoto. His trademark look is a ‘salary man’
style suit and a cleanly shaven head. His gentle demeanor and soft delivery in all the

shows he appears on always have me doubling over with laughter.

7. Today | talked about the comedians Downtown.

s, This has been Yuri’s audio blog. See you next time!

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English
entry (on stage),
Big ESL&S 66 S[EpEETENEE (B0
screen)
exquisite, perfect,
1 TDOH&LD zetsumyo superb
with a light heart,
|G TOLOL L&D muhyojo expressionless face
PR 9 suki gap, space
assumption,
HIiZ EATU zentel condition, premise
JEBHIT D OIEATS hinan suru to criticize
=E |8 P<HOIATA yakuwaribuntan division of roles
Lo ITh mare rare




59D LT3 shiji suru to support
ZITRY ROTLOTE nekkyoteki enthusiastic, zealous
chair person, host,
BRE LALL shikaisha MC
BRI S <ADATS kunrin suru to reign

SAMPLE SENTENCES

R, WELLKTLEICEIET B,

Saikin kare wa yoku terebi ni tojo suru.

He often appears on TV these days.

CHDF—XEDSYN—(IEWTHEIFED
Bz,

Kono chizu to kurakka wa zetsumyéd na
kumiawase da.

These cheese and crackers are the perfect match.

BE. WDEVDLDSDLDELTULS,

Kare wa itsumo hyohyo to shite iru.

He's always lighthearted.

®E. BERIBEIECTREZRVTUL

Kare wa muhydj6 na kao de jugyé o Kiite ita.

He was listening to the lecture with an
expressionless face.

RLZDREIE> T, BH LT,

Kanojo no suki o neratte odorokashita.

| caught her off guard and surprised her.

HEREDBAREL NIV LRI & V)V DHITE
T. BE=Z1TD,

Seito no nihongo reberu ga jokyd da to iu zentei
de jugyd o okonau.

The class is taught based on the assumption that
the learners are at an advanced level of
Japanese.

ABICERITTNRT Y b R—=ILOI—F%&
FEREL 12,

Shiai ni maketa basukettoboru no kéchi o hinan
shita.

The basketball coach whose team lost the game
was criticized.

ML BUDZEINERENDD DDOH
Do

Dentéteki na danjo no yakuwaribuntan ga kawari
tsutsu aru.

The traditional gender roles are changing now.




CHFEAIF. BDIFBDENE L VWKEME SOBRZEXFFIT Do
TENDTT, Ima no seité o shiji suru.

Kono hoseki wa mitsukeru kotoga muzukashii

| support the current political party.
taihen mare na mono desu. PP P party

This is a very rare jewel that is hard to find.

BIINEEIR D 7 YN, BRE—LICER TLEDARBERKRE U,
o7z, Terebi no shikaisha ga shitsugen shita.
Nekkyo teki na yakyd fan ga Tokyé Dému ni

The TV show host made a slip of the tongue.
atsumatta.

Enthusiastic baseball fans gathered at Tokyo
Dome.

. HDOTCOENEE L TERL,

Kare wa katsute kono chiiki no 0 to shite kunrin shita.

He once reigned this area as a king.




